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Aii<l ho on throughout t in- full page art e h- 
Was a mon- untruthful, damaging and 

insulting attack cmt made on tin- W•■stern 
farmerÎ As though he hail not enough to 
contend against, already m the risks and 
severities of nature and the injustices of 
man, must tin- grain grower of the West he 
pilloried hy a eonseieneeless publication of 
the money trust T No word of reaped, en­
couragement »r thanks for the thousands of 
prairie farmers whose ill requited toil makes 
possible the gilded luxury and sumptions 
ease of tiie Toronto millionaire* ; no word 
of the years of loneliness, hardship and 
struggle' which most western farmer* have 
experienced and which thousands are under 
going today ; no word of the mildest rehuke 
for the shark* in human form who have 
looked on every newcomer to the. I’rairie 
Province* a* their lawful prey ; not a word 
of all iIn*, nothing hut scorn and insult for 
the gram grower, 'laIk about setting the 
West ngainst the Hast’ Could anything 
lie more nicely ealeiilaled to this end than 
the wholesale distribution of such a grossly 
unfair caricature of the prairie farmer7 
Fortunately the article is so plainly false 
that, unless we overrate the common sense
of the public, tTie nitron's Countryman will 
find it increasingly hard to hide its wolf 
form behind sheep's clothing now that we 
have all had a good peep beneath the dis­
guise. It is too late in the .day to stifle 
Western Canada’s demand for justice by 
inventing fiction about the Midas wealth of 
the grain growers. Everybody knows that 
“grain growers with the stock ticker m their 

rs“ are about as plentiful as are Un­
real friends of the grain grower among the 
magnates of the Canadian (Northern’s;
< omitryman.
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1 Vernier Borden, as Business Manager or 
Canada, would conduct the publie affairs 
of Canada on a business basis, the same as 
any other large business establishment" is 
conducted, we could afford to pay him a 
salary -of ÿ.VkVkk) every year, because In- 
eoijM easily save ten time's that amount to 
the people If all the Canadian railways 
were taken over arid operated by tin- State- 
there is no doubt but. that at least $.}0.<|<)0. 
001 i or $10,b<)0,0<)0''per year could he saved 
to the people of Canada. This is a very eon 
s- rvative estimate. If a man of the type 
of Sir Thomas Shaughnessy could he secur­
ed to manage all the railways of Canada, un­
der government ownership, as he today 
manages the Canadian Pacific Railway, arid 
if- under government ownership lie gave the 
people the same faithful service that he to 
day gives'" the Canadian Pacific Railway 
shareholders, the people could afford to pay 
him almost anything lie could ask in the way 
of salary. Today lie draws *50.000 per year 
Salary. Public ownership of railways must 
conn- in Canada, and there need he no diffi­
culty whatever in the management and oper­
ation under public ownership, because just 
as good men can he secured as under private 
ownership. Though private ownership of 
railways in Canada means that the roads "are 
built from the p'uhlic treasury, the peuple 
have absolutely no voice in their control.

The farmers in Western Canada should 
refuse to sign bank notes, machinery notes, 
or any other kind of not«-m hearing interest 
at 12 per cent , either before or after due, 
because they are nothing short of a species 
of highway robbery, and there are hanks 
and machine companies who are willing to 
give lower rates of interest. This would be 
a good subject for discussion in any local 
association, because if the farmers get to- 
getlif-r and discuss these questions and take
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Sir V\ iiliam Mackenzie is bac from

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF RAILWAYS
It was announced hy the Minister of 

Railways last week in the Mouse that F. I*, 
(iutelius had heeii appointed general man­
ager of government railways ill. a salary of 
*20,00» per year. The new manager will 

"have charge of the Intercolonial Railway 
system and also of the Hudson Bay Railway 
when it is completed. We know nothing of. 
Mr. Cuti-Uns, hut, providing he is capable 
and allowed to exercise Ins business judg- 
ijient,"•'his appointment looks well for the 
fut Ur--* of government railways. There have’ 
been many attempts on the part of the 
Canadian Northern Railway and tlie Cana 
dian I'aeilie Railway to secure either control 
or ownership of the Intercolonial, because 
so long as it is operated hy the government 
they tear its competition and they also fear 
that its low freight rates will tend to create 
puhli,- opinion in favor of nationalization ot 
all the railways. It is well known that at 
heart I’reinier Borden leans towards public 
ownership of railways, and it is to lie hoped 
that he will not lie over persuaded hv rail­
way sympathizers both inside and outside 
the government. The salary of *20,000 a 
year in this commercial age is not a hit too 
high, despite the fact that it is more than 
the salary of'the Premier of Canada. If Mr. 
tiuteliu* is a capable manager, and given a 
free hand, he can save live times the amount 
of his salary to the people every year in the 
o|H-ratiou of the road In the same wav if

a joint action they call bring down the rate 
of interest to a reasonable basis in any com­
munity. As long as the farmers play their 
own game individually they will he the prey 
of all tire other interests, hut just as soon as 
they organize themselves for defence they 
will get justice.

What are you going to do about the rate 
of interest charged hy the banks? Do you 
intend to keep on paying 10 per ccnC-jtnd 
12 per cent, simply because the hankers 
think you arc easy, and intend to take out 
of you all they can get ? Why not talk 
it over with the farmers in your community 
aud find out why it is you cannot get iponey 
at b per cent, at the very most ?

There is no ........ to pay !i per cent, on
mortgage loans and heavy lawyers’ fees in 
addition, hut tlg-sc rates will he charged so 
long as the farmers play tlu-ir own game 
alone. It is better to get together and talk 
it over with your neighbors. There is no­
thing to he ashamed about in having a mort 
'-'age on your farm, providing you are mak­
ing good use of the borrowed motley. l'roh. 
ably your neighbors are just as heavily 
mortgaged.as yourself. Talk it over with 
them and find out some means of redin-ing 
the rate of interest and lawyers’ fees. You 
will never reduce them in any other way.

Have you ever discussed the rate of in­
terest and terms of payment charged by the 
machinery companies? Why not devote an 
afternoon meeting to' the discussion of this 
subjectT If you all get together in a com­
munity and decide that you will not pay any­
more extortionate interest on machinery 
notes and that you want the date of matur­
ity changed, you will find some of the com­
panies, at h ast, ready to meet you. If twenty 
or thirty farmers get together and decide 
to buy their machinery for cash they will 
he able to drive a remarkably good bargain, 
and save themselves a lot.of real, good, hard 
money

Europe feeling particularly pleased over the 
financial situation and declaring that every­
thing is O.K. We presume then that he will 
riot now require the extra gratuity of 
*1 û.000,000 or $25,000,000 which it was r>- 
ported that his running mate, Sir Donald, 
was endeavoring to get out of the public 
treasury. Still we have our doubts, hecause 
these fellows have been so long accustomed 
to running their business hy the aid of the 
people’s pocket hook that it has become a 
l.ahit hard to break.

Between seed time and harvest is a splen­
did timft to fix up the school house- and the 
school grounds to make them look a little 
more cheerful and homelike. Don't forget 
that your children spend the most impres­
sionable part of their lives in the school 
house I or ought to) arid if it looks like a 
barn, and feels like a barn and is located 
like a barn, the children are hardly to he 
blamed if they don’t learn to love the school.

Whose fault is it that so much grain re­
mained out under the snow all last winter? 
This will he a good question for many 
farmers to ponder over. Was it due to care­
lessness, or the lack of threshing outfits, or 
was nature too hasty with the snow ? Ex­
perience has shown that snow is liable to 
com•• early and this should he taken into 
consideration in tin- fall. The wise man gets 
his grain threshed as early as possible.

The picnic season will soon he with us. 
We hope every local Association will plan on 
at least one picnic, er, if possible, two, dur­
ing the summer, and that the men and 
women and the hoys and girls will all he 

.present, -and—will-have- a -pat-tli-ng -gotid-brnt»'." 
One or two good speeches will add to the 
success of the occasion, but don’t have too 
many.

We do not see that any of the railway 
magnates wish to avail themselves of our 
offer to use The Guide.to defend themselves. 
If anything unfair or incorrect in connec­
tion with the Big Interests is published in 
The Guide then they should take advantage 
of our oft-repeated offer to give them 
plenty of space for reply.

What is the matter with your local town? 
In it alive or is it only one-half alive, or is 
it merely kept in existence to boost real 
estate prices for a few gentlemen who hap­
pen to own the townsite? Think it over 
and see what is wrong with the town, and 
then see it you cannot find a remedy.

Beef-rings have become quite popular in 
the West and there will this year he a large 
number of communities supplied with fresh 
meat .throughout the summer at the mini­
mum ot cost and the maximum of convene 
cnee. The successful operation of a beef­
ring is a splendid training for further co­
operative enterprise.

A sod house is not a bad dwelling at all. It 
depends upon the people who are in it 
whether it is comfortable, neat and home­
like. There are families living in sod shacks 
on the prairies today quite as * happily as 
others in the finest homes in the land.

How many farmers have sold out and left 
your neighborhood in the last two years?

hy did they leave ? There must be some, 
thing wrong. I.et us have the wrong made 
right.

Farmers “keep out of politics” and the 
tariff will go up; the railway bopyses will 
increase and the^rate of interest will remain 
at lu and 12 per cent
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