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LIVING AND QUITE ACTIVE
Tbiw |n-u|i|i’ who have deluded themaehr* 

wilh the idea that Ihf organized farnu-r* «»f 
the XV«et have lu»# listing ground «hiring th«- 
|**»t few tmmlha ami that Un ir organization 
ia on lhe «lown grade, would have had an 
«ye-Ofiener had ihrjf Im# jirm-nl al th»* 
annual convention of Ihi* Saskatchewan 
Urain lirow. re' association held in Hcgin* 
laal week. Nearly eight hundred farinera 
were present al that meeting, and every am* 
of them was filled with a determination to 
eland shoulder to ahoulder with hie brother 
farmers in the great struggle in which the 
organized fanners are now engaged. The 
defeat of reciprocity, rather than working 
an injury to the organization as the prophet* 
of evil have l»een declaring in such loud 
accent*. has put new life into the farmer*. 
*rtiey realise today more clearly than ever 
just how great was the Iona to them when the 
door to the southern market, which for a 
lime seemed likely to ofien. was so firmly 
dosed on September 21. There were farmer* 
in that great gathering who have not yet 
shipped a hushel of grain lieeause the On 
adian railways were not shl« to handle it. 
In spite of s year of hard labor they wen* 
unable to raine any money upon the result 
of their toil, with which to purchase the 
nccc**aric* of life Many of them have their 
grain at home yet in a condition which, if it 
does not reach the market before the warm 
weather, means a heavy financial lows. Had 
the southern markets been open»»! on Sep 
leiutwr 21, there would leave Imco no shortage 
of car* and the grain which is now in danger 
of ruin would have reached market and 
consumption in time to return a good price 
to the grain growers. There were also a 
number of fanners present whose houu** 
were clone to the United Slates boundary line 
and who are able to haul their grain across 
the line and market it in the American 
elevators. After paying the duty they still 
have a good margin over the Canadian price. 
One man. who was offered 42 cents a bushel 
for his wheat on the Canadian side, hauled it 
to the American aide ami received 82 cents. 
Another man, w-lio was offered 4M cents for 
his wheat in Canada, received 88 cents |**r 
bushel for the same wheat just across the 
lioundary. A third man, who refused XI cents 
per hushel for his wheat, liauled it across 
the line and got 84 cents. Thus, after paying 
the 2û cents duty, it was exceedingly profit­
able to take the grain to the American buyer. 
The experiences of these men were related 
to the convention. Is it any wonder that the 
men at that convention who were not able to 
take advantage of the American market 
could see very little in the loyalty cry which 
deprived them of a great part of their living 
on September 21, 1911T Is it any wonder 
that in the breasts of those farmers there was 
a feeling of resentment against those Hig 
Interests in Kastern Canada who have spent 
their money to corner up the Western 
farmers where they could he plundered at 
leisure? If there are any loyal people in 
Canada, there are many hundreds of thous­
ands on the prairies of the Western prov­
inces. What further proof of this could he 
required than the fact that they have 
accepted the will of the majority anil by so 
doing have suffered tremendous losses, and 
will suffer greater losses in the futuret 
When the door to the southern market was 

• closed on September 21 it meant a cash loss 
to the farmers of Western Canada of at least 
$30,000,000. and Saskatchewan was the great­
est loser. But the farmers of Saskatchewan, 
and also of the other Prairie Provinces, 
realize that in the face of this setback it is no 
time for them to be idle and to cease from 
their labors They see greater need than ever

of carrying on their organisation and 
wtmigihening it in every possible way. They 
an* determined that they will not forever 
remain in a position of bondage in which 
they hud themarlvea today They will not 
always submit to the dictation of big finan 
rial and commercial inlce-wt* wlm have 
nothing at heart except the desire for 
financial gain, rorend by the cloak of false 
loyalty.

The .Saskatchewan convention declared 
itself unanimously in favor -of the Ottawa 
platform laid down by the farmer* of Canada 
in th« I loua»* of Coromona on Decent bar Iti, 
1910. That platform declared for an immedi- 
ate lowering of the customs duly with the 
ultimate aim of free trade with the mother 
land in ten years, and reciprocity in natural 
product» and some other pimlucta with the 
I ruled States. The i|u«**tmn of purchasing 
their supplies and n<*vea*arie* of life as far 
as |H*waib|e from foreign manufacturer* came 
I»*fore the convention and was discussed, 
But it was decided to take no action at tliw 
present time, so the resolution was laid u|»on 
the table for one year for consideration.

Hut the drain «rowers of Saskatchewan 
did not by any means devote all their time 
to the question of the tariff. There wen* 
other vital problems that interested them 
deeply and u|ion which they took decisive 
action. No n**olution received greater and 
more unanimous sup|mrt than that one de- 
daring in favor of Direct l«egialetion. ami 
also in favor of taking immediate stc|i* to 
make this new and popular system of govern 
ment effective. The action of the sister 
provinces declaring for the extension of the 
franchise to women was also heartily cn- 
dorsed at Regina, The farmers of the West 
are not demanding any special privileges, 
and for that reason they are willing to ex­
tend the right of the franchise to the women 
upon equal terms with men. In the matter 
of hail insurance there in already a statute 
on the Imoks of Saskatchewan which 
promises at least a partial solution of this 
great problem, ami which in the future ran 
la* improved as needed to meet the situation. 
This bill was enacte»! into law u|mn the re­
quest of the organiieil grain growers. Tin* 
convention also declared itself in favor of 
the government working out a system by 
which the credit of the province coubl be 
ward to secure cheaper loans ujion agricul­
tural land. At the present time farmers are 
paying seven, eight, nine, ten and in some 
case* twelve per cent, upon mortgages raised 
upon their land. By the assistance of the 
government such funds could lie raised for 
the development of the agricultural land 
at a rate of interest not more than five per 
cent.

The question of the sample market aroused 
one of the liest debates of the session. Prac­
tically every man of the convention was in 
favor of the principle of a sample market. 
Vet. they realized that certain big interests 
wen* awaiting their approval of the sample 
market to use it for their own selfish pur­
pose*, in securing the consent of the govern­
ment to practice the mixing of grain in the 
terminal elevators for their own personal ad­
vantage and to the great disadvantage of 
the grain growers. For this reason the reao- 
lut ion favoring a sample market was laid 
over for one year to give the government 
time to implement its promise to take over 
the terminal elevators and place them in the 
hand* of an independent commission, which 
would take them out of reach of the graft 
that has characterized their operation for 
many years. XVhen the government has 
taken over the terminal elevators, then the 
grain growers will he ready to meet them and 
to assist in the working out of a sample

markei that will give t„ the farmer* the 
intrinsic value of the gram which they pn». 
dure The .Saskatchewan «rain «rowers* as 
so. ialion has a good record behind it. hut the 
future is bright with promise. The roost 
promising feature of the work of the three 
organisations in the three Prairie Province* 
m that they are working band in hand and 
shoulder to shoulder lly auch united action 
they will be able to make f*r greater pro­
gress and will hare a much more powerful 
influence in the federal field than could 
possibly diet Were they not working to- 
grthrr and for a common pur|w*e As the 
campaign of education continuée, the influ­
ence of the orgamxed farmer* will liecoroe 
greater. Huaine** men in the Western citlee 
are daily becoming more interested in the 
work of the organised farmers and are daily 
realizing that they can well afford to aaaiat 
the farmer* in the work they are carrying on. 
Th» I.names* men realiae that the prosperity 
of the agricultural worker* means the pro* 
|s*rity of all the other buaineaa interests of 
the country. If the organized farmers, the 
organized worker* ami the business interest* 
of the West will join hands they will make 
themselves into an invincible force for the 
building up of the most prosperous and eon 
tented country beneath the sun.

DIVERSIFIED FARMING
Dr. Worst, president of the agricultural 

college of North Dakota, in addressing the 
Canadian Club of XVmnipcg last week, mad# 
an eloquent plea for the adoption of diversi­
fied farming in the Canadian West. He 
pointed out the necessity of a rotation of 
crop* ami the keeping of live stock in order 
to retain the natural productivity of the 
aoil, ami *howed how it was particularly 
neceasary to replace the rh-mente taken from 
the land by the crop in a country such aa 
this, where the rainfall ia limited, lie also 
pointed out how the keeping of lire atock 
enables the farmer to employ permanent help 
and to distribute hia activities over the whole 
year instead of having a rush of work at 
seeding and harvest ami a comparatively idle 
time during the winter months. With all of 
thia we heartily agree, and we lielieve that 
no one knows belter than the farmers of 
Western Canada themselves that for agri­
cultural, economic and social reasons grain 
growing should he replaced by diversified 
farming—that they should stop growing 
grain crop» exclusively and should devote 
a portion of their attention to stock raising, 
dairying, fioultry keeping ami the production 
of fruit* and vegetables. The imposaihility of 
marketing grain in many sections of the 
country during the present season, owing to 
the failure of the railway companies to keep 
pace with the increase in the production of 
grain, has brought thia home forcibly to 
many of our farmer*, ami everyone will 
agree that the possibilities of Western 
Canada cannot he fully realized unless our 
farmers give up mining the land and develop 
a scientific system of agriculture. Hut our 
economic conditions must alao he considered.

It ia of little use for ot liera to preach the 
goepel of diversified farming without doing 
something to bring about such conditions as 
would make it* practice profitable and ex­
pedient. Under present conditions it is im­
possible for the great majority of the 
farmers of this country to engage in diversi­
fied farming and make a living. The natural 
conditions are favorable, but the artificial 
conditions, conditions which are due mainly 
to legislation and the privileges which cer­
tain favored interests enjoy under it, are un­
favorable. The condition* are such that there 
is little, inducement to farmers to engage 
in diversified farming. A man who desires
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