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FIELD INSTRUCTION
Proposal to Follow European Plan of Giving Personal Instruction to the 

Farmer by a Corps of Itinerant Teachers.
By W P Kirkwood

Complaint ba» barn made that agricultural education 
6t the eartoue provincial colleges does not reach far 
•noagb It baa been «aid that tbe Instruction oflered 
has been thorough enough, but that It does not reach as 
many as It should ; that ol tbe older farmers It misses, 
«icept now and then by an Indirection, all but tbe tew 
who can get away from their farms to take tbe courses 
oSered at tbe schools Those who make the complaint 
my that Instruction should he carried to the farmer on 
the farm, that tbe fanner who cannot attend tbe school 
should hare Instruction, as well as the farmer who can

This criticism Is not without foundation, and those In 
charge of the schools are aware of the fact What la 
more, some of them have devised means of overcoming 
the difficulty They have worked out a scheme of taking 
the school to three who could not come to It. a scheme 
by which every farmer who could not attend the school 
or send hie children could, merely for the asking, get the 
kind of Instruction he and bis children most needed. This 
was not by tbe means of establishing branch schools as 
some have proposed, or by sending out more bulletins 
end books ; but by means of a corps of itinerant teach 
ere, men trained in the various departments of schools 
and prepared to carry to others the very latest inform­
ation about the best methods and practice In modern 
farming.

This plan bas been tried and is increasing In use In 
Europe with excellent results. It would mean If rightly 
worked, added effectiveness for the school of agriculture 
and greater returns from the agricultural resources of the 
province.

Thus far the provinces have tried to disseminate 
agricultural information and traibing through well 
equipped central schools and through numerous bulletins 
setting forth results obtained by experiment. Now, how­
ever, the demand for the field Instructor is becoming in- 
detent. Prof. John Hamilton for the East voiced this 
idea before the Pennsylvania state board of Agriculture 
a year ago, in the following

"The movement, therefore, that looks toward tbe 
placing of the living teacher in direct contact with the 
tiller of the soil through farmers' institutes the moveable 
school of agriculture, and tbe Itinerant advisory profes­
sor. as well as the teaching of agricultural subjects to 
children In the public schools, is in the right direction 
and in conformity with the best practice and most suc- 
ccsful results secured after many years of experiment in 
foreign countries."

This demand in the East has been echoed in the 
Vest. In view of this fact it is worth while to take a 
look at the workings of the plan abroad. Ireland offers 
Perhaps the best information on the subject, though the 
Plan has been on trial there too short a time to show 
altogether what may be accomplished by it.

The following extract from the sixth annual report, 
ISOS t, of the department of agriculture and technical 
instruction for Ireland, gives a rather clear idea of the 
W*T the plan ef taking agricultural instruction to the 
farmer on the farm has been worked out in Ireland :

"In the year 1905-6 thirty-one county committees of 
agriculture (there are thirty-two counties in Ireland) 
adopted the departments' scheme of itinerant Instruction 
ia agriculture, but, owing to lack of qualified candidates, 
°®1t twenty-three instructors were appointed.

"The main branches of tbe work of the itinerant In­

structors in agriculture are the delivery of lectures to 
farmers at rural renters during the winter months, tbe 
carrying out of agricultural expérimenta and demonstra­
tions, and the visiting of farms for the purpose of giving 
advice to farmers In the year under review, the in­
structors delivered 11169 lectures which were attended by 
66.114 persons, tbe average attendance being about 66. 
The instructors also superintended the laying down of 
1,011 demonstrations plots, and instituted 419 experiments 
on the principal crops The visits paid to the farmers 
reached a total of 1,194. representing an average of *66 
for each instructor As the visits are undertaken only 
nt the request of the farmers concerned, the number 
affords an index to the place the instructor fills with 
reference to the agricultural industry where he ia employ­
ed A considerable portion of the Instructors' time la 
occupied in affording advice to farmers by letter, a course 
which is adopted when a personal inspection of the farm 
is unnecessary orknot feasible nt the moment."

The lectures given by Irelands' instructors are usually 
delivered in the evening, and cover such subjects as soils, 
manures, vegetables, fruit and flower cultivation, plant 
diseases and insect pests. The demonstrations are held 
either at established plots or In the fields, "gardens or 
orchards, and Include prnctical work In pruning, spray-

When Selling
The product* of your farm, do you sell lo the find 
bidder at whatever he choose* to give ? Of courue 
you don't —never a straw do you sell until you are 
satisfied you are receiving the top-notch prices— 
that'* business.

When Buying
your Groceries for instance, do you pay just what 
the storekeeper asks or do you search the markets 
for the very lowest price*. Your name and address 
on a postcard will bring our price list. It quotes the 
lowest prices in the West.

Munro’s 616 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg

Twenty-five Ft. Lots
anywhere in the City of Winnipeg at $6.00 per fi., should 
be a good investment. To clear up an estate, I have in­
structions tc offer for sale a block of lots near the Junction 
of Hie four railways at $21)0 each, on terms of one-quarter 
cash, balance in 16 monthly payments, or 4 half yearly pay­
ments, interest A p.c. This is an excellent situation, being 
the only place in the City of Winnipeg where the four 
railways cross. Write for maps.

Agreements and mortgages showing a good margin of t 
security purchased at the usual rate of discount. Secur­
ities arranged on the crop payment plan will not be 
considered.

City Property to Exchange for Farm Lands
Farmers wishing to purchase or sell City property should 
communicate at once with

WILLIAM GRASSIE
54 Aikins Building, 221 McDermot Avenue, WINNIPEG. CANADA

Phone 5327. P. Q. Boi MS.___________________


