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Will on or about November 24 open up the

Largest Stock of Silverware

Ever seen in the Cit of Vlotorla. These Goods were’ purcha.sed in the east

especially for our

tmas trade.
best and of the latest design.

The quality of this Silverware is the very

Watch Repairing and Manufacturing a Specialty.
ALL, WORK GUARANTEED.
76 GOVERNMENT ST, COLONIST BLOCK

THE CATTLE QUES1ION.

Dear beef has been the subject that has
for some days past been vexing and an-
noying the thrifty housekeeper, who see-
ing from the daily papers that it was pro-
posed to carry out the quarantine law
with respect to live cattle brought in
from the United States for purposes of
slaughter, began to imagine all kinds of
contingencies. A scarcity of beef, and
therefore higher prices was the not most
unnatural order of argument, and then
came the inquiry of ‘how was. this going
to be provided uplnlﬂ The facts, as we
understand them, are that on November
13th, 1860, an order in Council was passed
at Ottawa, ordering that the provisions in
force regarding the importation of cattle
into the province of Manitoba should be
applied to the province of British Colum-
bia. This law, which provides for a quar-
antine of ninety days for cattle coming in
from the United States, never having been
enforced here, recently, some Calgary
stock breeders visited the city, and brought
the matter before the notice of the Collector
of Customs, urging him, it is said, to carry
out the law. The Collector at once wrote
to Ottawa for instructions.

According to the local butchers, glad as
they are to utilize province-fed stock
during some months of the year, it is im-
possible for them to do so all the time, as
no fat cattle are available. Then they are
compelled to look to Washington, Oreqon
and California, the freight and charges
from the Canadian Northwest ‘Lerritories
being a serious obstacle in the way of
maxing use of beeves from that section of
evuntry even should they happen to be in
condition, which is not the case. How-

ever, the Calgary cattle men, understand-
ing that the tariff of Canada is a protective
one, have made up their minds that if there
can, by any possibility, be any advantage
to them'from it, they are bound to have it.
In a word, they propose to work off their
thin beef, which they cannot sell in the
east, on the British Columbia market, and
that at exorbitant prices, since, by the
assistance of the customs duty, they hope
to control this market which cannot, like
Ontario and Quebec, make any use of frozen
meat.

The other day, utterly ignoring questions
of policies or sentiment, Mr. L. Goodacre,
the well known Victoria butcher, thus pre-
sented the case: “ At present, the local
butchers import 600 head of cattle per
month into the Island, averaging 420,000
Ibs. in weight. Now the price of prime
beef to our customers is 15¢. per lb., but,
should the law you speak of be enforced
among us, the price, at the very lowest
computation, will be raised to 20¢., count-
ing freight, wharfage and duty. So that
the people of this island will have to pay
per month $21,000 more for their “eef than

they are doing to-day.” This statement is
one that is well calculated to alarm the
consumer.

But, on tke other hand, Mr. Van Vol-
kenburg, himself a well-informed stock-
raiser and butcher, has given an opinion
that is entitled to considerable weight.
Hesays :

“The Government at Ottawa know what
they are doing when they make a law like the
one under discussion. It will be the finest
thing that could happen to the Province if it is
carried out in its entirety. It is foolish to talk
about a ‘beef famine.’

sibly be anything of the sort, as beef, and good
beef, is always available from the other side,
: 4
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There could not pos-

and would cost no more than it does now. The
wholesale price now, in all the Sound cities, is
froni 6¢c to 6jc per lIb., and, adding the freight
and duty to this, the butchers in Victorin
would not dare to offer it for sale for more than
11c wholesale, or 15¢ retail. If they did, they
would have the Sound butchers over here com-
peting with them, and running them out. Let
us put every cent of duty we can on live stock,
except for stock purposes, from the United
States, and soon you will see hundreds of small
farmers starting to breed cattle in this Pro-
vince.”

If it should happen that the present re
gulation be carried out to the letter, even
though it be in theend a blessing in dis- -
guise the vast body of consumers musg
suffer mr aterially unless, as has been re-
prcsented, dressed meat from the Sound
cities comes in at prices sufficiently low to
prevent the retailers from selling the ar-
ticle at exorbitant rates. We fully agree
with the idea of encouraging local indus-
to the utmost extent possible, but at the
same time recognize the fact that there
are consumers as well as’ producers who
‘are entitled to consideration. By all
| means let every possible opportunity be
given to the British Columbia farmer and
stock raiser, who if they will only be con-
tent with- a moderate amount of assist-
ance will obtain all that is really neces-
sary to enable-them to make their indus-
try in every way prosperous and thor-
oughly successful, as they have all the
natural conditions necessary to that end.

—British Columbia Commercial Journal.
:

ALTHOUGH it has been known by the
public for some time, it is only
now it is officially announced that
the letter rate to Australia has been re-

duced to 5 cents per half-ounce, with news-
paper })ostage correspondingly lowered.
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