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well that you should read your way back to what
Was once your position, and a happier oue than the
present 7  Had you not better set up a manly
1nquiry 1ato the causes of your present declension ?
do not spare yourselves! Probe well, probe deep :
send the point of conscience down uniil it touches
the bottom of the secret, and I did not fear that
with the grace of God you will again retarn like
the prodigal son, and the place now vacant will be
filled by you agamn.”

Crvit Bervicr Versus Srors Svstem. by J. 8.
Bernard. Jobn B. Alden, New York. Thisisa

trenchant exposure of the evils of a system peculiar
10 its worst features to the Umted States.

AursorsHIr o THE Four GoseeLs, by 11" Marvin,
Ez-Judge of Southern Ilorida. Thomas Whittaker,
New York; Rowsell & Hutchison, Toronto. We
leave this over for cntical examination and notice
to a later date.

Tar Grass or Tive v THE First Ack.
handled by Thomas Peyton, &:. Publishei by
John B. Alden, New York. Thisis a reprint of a
book put forth in 1620. The interes: of this poem
arises chiefly from its being supposed to have sug-
gested Paradise Lost. As a literary cariosity it
should be welcome to all book lovers, whose
name is fast becoming legion owing to the marvel-
lously low prices of Mr. Alden's publications.

Divinely

THE CLOSE OF THE
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FIRST CENTURY.

BY THE REV.

PROVOST BODY, M. A., TRINITY UNIVER-
SITY.
C(?ﬂdud(d.

It is clear that the knowledge of a dissension exist-

ing between the apostles thus lovingly coupled
together, would have destroyed the whole force of
his exhortation. A little later on, we have an inci-
dental reference to the subject of human justification.
Clement is clearly familiar with the writings both of
St. Paul and St. James in regard tu this subject as
well as with the later teaching of St. John. Here, if
1t existed anywhere, a division between the teaching
of 8¢t. Paal and that of the other apostles, especially
St. James must have made itself manifest : yet
with not the slighiest consciousness that his Cor
inthian hearers 1w .ght possibly fiod a contradiction
between them, thLc writer introduces into a practical
exbortation to humlity, first, the doctrine of St.
James as to justification ** by works, not by words,’
and a few lines below, a singularly beaatifual
statement of the Pauline teaching on justification by
faith. ** So we having been called through His will
in Christ Jesus are not justifiad through ourselves or
through our own wisdom, unnderstanding, piety or
works, which we wrought in hoiiness of heart, bat
through faith whereby the Almighty God jastified all
men that have been from the begiuning.” Nothing can
be more certain than that the Roman Churchat the end
of the first century kne w nothing but thefullest barmony
between the work and teaching of St. Piul and that
St. James himself, or as Bishop Lightfout said when the
MSS was discovered :—* It drove the last nail into the
ocoffin of the Tubingen hypothesis.” On the question
of urganization with which the main object of the
letter was s0 closely connected, Clement is eqnally
clear. The organization which existed at thai time
in the Church could be traced back without any break
to its institution by the Apostles. ** The Apostics,” he
says, ‘‘received the Gospel for us from the Lorg
Jesus Chriss. Jesus Christ was sent forth from God
They then preaching everywhere in country and town
appointed their first fruits when they hLad proved
them by the spiris to be bishop: and deacons to them
that should believe. And afterward they provided a
continuance that if these should fall asleep, other
spproved men should succeed to their ministration.”
The presbyters who had been so unjustly deprived of
their office, Clement tells us, were scme appointed by
the Apostles, the rest appeinted by * other notable
men with the consent of the whole Charch " ; langu.
age entirely inconsistent with an election by co opta.
tion into an existing council of presbytérs, and witnes.
sing to & succession of men aathorized subsequently
to the Apostles to select and appoint presby rers to
their office. It may, therefore, safely be affirmed on
the witness of this letter that the existence of a
struggle between Pauline and Putrine Christianity in
the first century is absolutely disproved, and that the
Apoeiolic work of selecting and appointing presbyters
did not on their decease pass over into & system of
presbyterian election, but was carried on univterrupt-
edly by others commissioned for this purpose.

reve

tions ; love doeth all shings in conocord.
all the elect of God made perfeot; without love

the Chorch ; thess stapd out in definite expression
and vivid coiours, only tha more striking becruse this
15 no systemutic exposition of the theologian, but the
chauce expression of a devont Christian soul.
writer describes himself in his 720d year when the
lepitaph was composed, the testimony is carried up to!
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Che following extract will bo sufficient to show lhv‘
spinit o wineh St Clement

entl loviog writos,

“Who can deasre the bond of the love of God ¥ Who s | three tostimonios will suffiee to cl
suflizient to tell the majesty of its boauty ?
heixhit where unto love exaltoth is unspeakable, love|the Church at the boginmng of thoe
jolneth us unto God; love covereth & multitude of|concorned.

s ; love enduresh all things, 18 long sufferiog 1n all
things. There is nothing coarse, nothing arrogaunt i
love. Love hath no divisions, love makethi no sedi-

In love were

uotbing is wellpleasing to God ; 1n love the Mastor took
as unto Himself ; for the love which He had toward
as, Jesus Christ our Lord hath given His blood for
us by the will of God, and His flesh for our flosh, and
His life for our lives." . . 4 : : .
Who, therefore, is noble among you? Who 18 com-
passionate?  Who is fulfilled with love ? Let him
say : if by reason of me there be faction and strife and
divisions, I retire. I depart, whither ye will, and I do
that which is ordered by the people: only let the
flock of Christ be at peace with its duly appointed
prosbyters."”
The next witness comes from the far East, and
deals directly with the authority of our present Gos-
pels. It has long been known from the statements of
the ecclesiastical historian Eusebius and other writers,
that the Assyrian philosopher and apologist for Chris
tianity, Tatian, who flourished about 170, drew ap a
conuected account of she hfe of our Lord, pieced to-
gether out of the four Gospels, a kind of Harmony ol
the gospels in fact, and that this work was subse-
qaently known by s Greek name, Diatessaron, imply-
1ug the foarfold origin of its contents. As Tatian was
known to be a disciple of the still greater apologist
Justin Martyr, who was born at the commencement
of the century, and wrote his great apologies about
150, this would seem to place beyond all doubt the
existence and reception of a fowrfoli gospel in the
Church during the earhier balf of the second ceuntury.
This fact would practically carry the fourth ROS-
pel back to the time of St. Jobn. = However, o that
cheeseparing style with which the testimonies in
favour of the Christian records, were universally
treated by the author of ‘* Supernasural Religion," 1t
was urged that we had really no proof that Tatian's
book was a harmony of the four gospels at all, and
that the whole statement was a foregone conclusion
of some Christians 1t the third or fonrth centuries.
In 1876, however, was published at Venice, a Latin
travslaiion of a commentary on the gospels by St.
Epbraim the Syrian.  Upon further examiuation, this
turned oat to bo a commentary upon the long lost
Diatessaron of Tetian. From the quotation therein
contained, we have been vnabled to recover in great
measure, the text of Tatian's work, and to compare it
with the canouical gospels as we now have them. The
importance of such a discovery 1s weuifest. Dr.
Ado!f Harnack one of the groatest living Germaun the-
ologians asserts that ** Beyond doubt this publication
containg the most 1mportant acqaisition which our
konowledge of pre-Catholic Cbrisuanity has received
of late years.” Kxamination of 1ts contenta proves
that Tatian's work was a welding together of extracts
from our canounical gospels. He bocomes thus, a deci
3ive witnees to the acceptance of our gospels 1n the
sime of Justin Martyr, and to their undisputed author-
ity in the Church.  The separate origin of each of
these gospels is carried back early 1n the second cen.
tury at least, ;n order that this andispated anthonty
could be possible. Such a fact destroys the very
foundations of the Tubingen hypothesis in its most
modified form.

I can only make

tbe barest reference to
the third dircovery

wade by aun exploring party
under M. Ramsay, 1 1883, in Hieropolis, an obscure
city in Asia Minor.  A-is Minor, besides being the
piincipal scene of St. Paul's missionary labours was
also the chief focus of Curistian life and action iu the
second century.  Bishop L ' 'foot said in bis paper
at the Church Congress of 1884, to which I would
refer you for detailed information, *' we may expect
to find there not & few records of the earliest Chris.
tian times buried under the accumulated rabbish of
agee.” Oune of them has just been brought to light, in
a0 luscription on the tomb of a certain Aberciuas,
Bishop of Hierapolis, towards the end of the sscoud
centory. In the short space of twenty-two lines. we
have & concire account of the visits paid by Abercius
to the far E.st and the far West, whilst everywhere
be finds the seme Charch and the sacraments; the
same or substantially the same theology.  His faith
in the faith of the Catholio Church ; the mirzculous
Incarnation ; the ommiscient : omnipresent erergy of
Christ (the grood shepherd, he Bays, has great eyes,
which look on every side) ; the Scriptural writings ;
the two sacraments, the extonsion and Catbolicity of

apostolic oversight, that which was
and local, bad become in 115 prrwauvent and fixed,
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1888,

=
120 only twenty yoars after th doath of St. Johy
bopoesas, tho l‘?ﬂ'l('\l of the samoe Provinoeo Xul;
oar thoe Krouud gy
I'be|far as any revolution in tho faith or the Seriplurey of
wocond Contary jg

Dismissing this hypothesis, then, we turn pegy
to one of the most important coutributiopy ever
wade to the history of tue early Churol, | refer 4
the monograph on the willtingw of St John, conty.
buted by Dr. Wescott, Regius Professor of lhvumy at
Cambridge, 1n the year 1883, to the Speskor's com.
meuntary. The monograph w the result of thirty year
patient study of tho writings of St. Johln, vuuvdnowd
with that delicate scholarship, and profoana *piritosl
insight, which no theologian trained in the ('nmhnd“
School of Thoology csn recall withont s feoling of
admiration akin to reverence. Dr. Westcott has in
this mounograph (which alone wounld bo a mm(.ienu’
abiding monuweuntof a life's work), conclusively demen.
strated, from internal evidence mainly, that the fourth
gospel is really the work of the apostle St Johpg, and
bas thas enabled us to use this Rospel and the acocom.
panying epistles to illustrate the period under review,
I'he settlement of 'a controversy so vital, and whieh
has lasted on for fifty yoars, is really one of the greas.
est achiovements of onr times.

Within  the last fow months another sigoal
trinmph  of Cambridge scholarship  has beeg
won by the issue of Bishop ULightfoot's edition
of the Iguatian epistios. A cootroversy hes

been ragiog since the period of the Raformation as to
the genninencss on the rvorse of certain lotters, por
porting to be addressed by Iinatius, Bishop of Antioeh,
to various Churches of Asia Minor, as he was passing
by them ou his way to Martyriom at Rome, about
1100r 115 These epistlos, as is well known, coutain
abundauce of detail as to the names and circumstances
of the Bishops 1n these several charches: and the
writer speaks of the Episcopats in the <trc ngest way
48 the centrw of order, the guarantee of uuity in the
Church.  Oue or two short quotations will show the
position which the threefold winistry occupied in the
aind of Ignatius, and which he assumes also will be
sufficiently accepted by bis leaders. Thus the Cbureh
of Smyrna he exhorts to shon divisions as the begin
ning of evils. * Do ve all follow your Bishop as Jesus
Chrnist followed the Father. Let no man do angbt of
things pertaining to the church apart from the Bishop.
Let that be held a valid enctharist which is under the
Bishop or one whom he shall bave committed 1t or
again, ‘' He that hououretl the Bishop is honoured of
God. He that doeth aught without the Bisthiop doeth
service to the devil. SBimilarly to the Church of
Ephesus he writes ' that the Bistiops established in
tho farthest parts are noder counsels of Josns Chriss,
His pathetic ref:rence in writing to the Romap
charch 1n regard to his own Charch of Autioch, is too
touching to be omitted. ** Rumemb r,”" desays, ‘‘in
your prayers the Church which i« 1o Syria, which has
God for 1ts shepheri 1n my stead, Josus Christ alone
shall be 1ta bishop. He and your love.” Sach state
ments as these, if the genuive words of S:. Ignatias
indicate a settled and authoritative ¢ piscopal cousti-
ution recognised throagh the Church, within sode
tifteen years of the death of St Johun, which can only
be explained by attribating its’exten-ion to Apostolie
aathority. However, fierce controversy has for cen-
turies gathered rouud these epistles, and to Bisbop
Lightfoot belongs ths credit of having in what she
German Presbyteriau scholar Harnack generously
wcknowledges to be '‘the most learned and careful
Patristic monograph which has appeared in the nive-
teenth centary.” demonstrated the genuineness of the
[goatius letters in the middle Greek Receusion beyond
all question.  Professor Harnack acknowledges him-
selt us convinced of their Renuineness by the argu-
ments which Bishop Lightfoot so carefully aud forci-
bly, elaborates. The treatise occapies three large
volumes of sume 600 pages each, while the text of the
npistles occupies but 30 pages in all ; this com-
PArison may give some idea of the extreme chre with
which the work has been done. | think I may there-
fore nssume, that in the ackuowledged genuineness of
these epistles the witness of the Charch in the last
half of thésacoud o utury, at'riboting the final estab-
lishment of the episcopate tu the work of St. Johb,
has received the ttrongest possible corroboration.

One point alove remaios t) be noticed. It is cloar thad
between the settled episcopate as we fiud it perma-
nently established in Asia Miuor in the time of Igna:
tiue, and the episcopate of Tiwethy and Tivus actiog
A8 apostolic delegates for St. Paul some fifty years
before, i3 involved the whole diff srence between 8
temporary and a permanent order. The fouctions of
the office are practically identioal ; but in the one cuse

it supplies on we cessity thetunavoidable absence of 8n

apostle, in the othor, it 1s the permanent embodiment
and custodian of

Could we obtain
As the[these two periods,

the unity and order of the Chburch.
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