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well that you should read your wav back to what 
was oum your position, aud a happier one than the 
present ? Had you not better set up a manly 
inquiry into the causes of your present declension ? 
do not spare yourselves ! Probe well, probe deep ; 
send the point of conscience down until it touches 
the bottom of the secret, and I did not fear that 
with the grace of God you will again return like 
the prodigal son. and the place now vacant will he 
filled by you again."

Civil Service IVrswjr Spoils Systkm. by J. S. 
Bernard. John B. Atden, Ntw York. This is a 
trenchant exposure of the evils of a system peculiar 
in its worst features to the United States.

Avthorship or the Four Gospels, />y H\ Marvin, 
Fz-Judge of Southern Florida. Thomas Whittaker, 
New York ; Rowsell A Hutchison, Toronto. We 
leave this over for critical examination and notice 
to a later date.

Thr Glass of Time in the First Aon. Divinely 
handled by Thomas Peyton, As. Published by 
•'ohn B. Aldeu, New \ork. This is a reprint of a 
book put forth m 1620. The interest of this poem 
arises chiefly from its being supposed to have eng 
gested Paradise Lost. As a literary curiosity it 
should be welcome to all book lovers, whose 
name is fast becoming legion owing to the marvel 
lonely low prices of Mr. Alden s publications.
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It is clear that the knowledge of a dissension exist 
ing between the apostles thus lovingly couplet 
together, would bave destroyed the whole force of 
hi* exhortation. A little later on, we have an inci- 
dental reference to the subject of human justification. 
Clement is clearly familiar with the writings both of 
St. Paul and St. James in regard to this subject as 
well as with the later teaching of St. John. Here, if 
it existed anywhere, a division between the teaching 
of St. Paul and that of the other apostles, especially 
St. James mast have made itself manifest ; yet 
with not the slightest consciousness that his Cor 
mthi&n bearers might possibly find a contradiction 
between them, lL<_ writer introduces into a practice 
exhortation to humility, first, the doctrine of St 
James as to justification “ by works, not by words,' 
and a few lines below, a singularly beantifu 
statement of the Pauline teaching on justification b> 
faith. " So we having been called through His will 
in Christ Jesus are not justified through ourselves or 
through our own wisdom, understanding, piety or 
works, which we wrought in holiness of heart, but 
through faith whereby the Almighty God justified al 
men that have been from the beginning." Nothing can 
be more certain than that the Roman Church at tbeenc 
of the first century knew nothing but the fullest harmony 
between the work and teaching of St. Ptul and that 
StDames himself, or as Bishop LightfovS said when the 
MSS was discovered “ It drove the last nail into the 
ooffin of the Tubingen hypothesis.” On the question 
of organization with which the main object of the 
letter was so closely connected, Clement is equally 
clear. The organization which existed at that time 
in the Church could be traced back without any break 
to its institution by the Apostles. •• The Apostles,” be 
says, “ received the Gospel for us from the Loro 
Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ was sent forth from God 
They then preaching everywhere in country and town 
appointed their first fruits when they had proved 
them by the spine to be bishop i and deacons to them 
that should believe. And afterward they provided a 
continuance that if these should fall asleep, other 
approved men should succeed to their ministration." 
The presbyters who had been so unjustly deprived of 
their office, Clement tells us, were some appointed by 
the Apostles, the rest appointed by “ other notable 
men with the consent of the whole Church " ; laugu 
age entirely inconsistent with an election by oo opta 
tion into an existing council of presbyters, and witnes 
sing to a succession of men authorized subsequently 
to the Apostles to select and appoint preaby rers to 
their office. It may, therefore, safely be affirmed on 
the witness of this letter that the existence of a 
struggle between Pauline and Petrine Christianity in 
the first century is absolutely disproved, and that the 
Apostolic work of selecting and appointing presbyters 
did not on their decease pass over into a system of 
presbyterian election, bat was carried on uninterrupt­
edly by others commissioned for this purpose.

j jiueth _ , _______ __________
mu* ; low endureth all things, is long Buffering in all 
things. There is nothing coarse, nothing arrogant in 
love. Love hath uo divisions, love maketli no sodi 
tious ; love doeth all things in concord. lu love were 
all the elect of God made perfect ; without love 
nothing is wvllpleasiug to God ; m love the Master took 
us uuto Himself ; for the love winch He had toward 
us, Jesus Christ our Lord hath given His blood for 
us by the will of God, and His flush for our flush, aud
His life for our lives.".............................................
Who, therefore, is noble among you ? Who is com­
passionate ? Who is fulfilled with love? Let him 
say : if by reason of me there be faction and strife and 
divisions, I retire. I depart, whither ye will, and 1 do 
that which is ordered by the people ; only let the 
flock of Christ be at peace with it* duly appointed 
presbyter*."

The next witness comes from the far East, and 
deals directly with tho authority of our present Go* 
pels. It has long been known from the statement* of 
the ecclesiastical historian F-usebius and other writers, 
that the Assyrian philosopher and apologist for Chris 
tianity, Tatian, who flourished about 170, drew up a 
connected account of the life of our Lent, pieced to 
gether out of the four Gospel*, a kind of Harmony ol 
the gospels in fact, aud that this work was eubse 
queutly known by a Greek name, Diatessareu, imply 
mg the fourfold origin of its contents. As Tatian was 
known to tie a disciple of the still greater ajiologist 
Justin Martyr, who was born at the commencement 
of the century, and wrote lit* groat apologie# about 
150, this would seem to place beyond all doubt the 
existence aud reception of a fourfoLi gospel in the 
Church during the earlier half of the *econd century. 
This fact would practically carry the fourth gos 
pel hack to the time of St. John. However, in that 
cheeseparing style with which the testimonies id 
favour of the Christian records, were universally 
treated by the author of " Supernatural Religion," n 
was urged that wo had really uo proof that Tatian* 
book was a harmony of the four gospels at all, and 
that the whole statement was a foregone conclusion 
of some Christians in the third or fourth centuries 
In however, was published at Venice, a Latin
translation of a commentary on the gospels by St. 
Ephraim the Syrian. Ujou further examination, this 
turned out to lx) a commentary upon the long lost 
Diatessarou of 1 atiau. rom the quotation therein 
contained, we have been enabled to recover in great 
measure, the text of Tatian's work, and to compare it 
with the canonical gospels as we now have them. The 
importance of such a discovery is manifest. Dr 
Adolf Harnack one of the greatest living German the­
ologians asserts that " Beyond doubt this publication 
contains the most important acquisition which our 
knowledge of prt-Catholic Christianity has received 
of late years. Examination of its contents proves 
that fatiau’s work was a welding together of extracts 
trotu our canonical gospels. He becomes thus, a deci 
3ive witness to the acceptance of our gospels in thr 
ume of Justin Martyr, and to their undisputed author­
ity in the Church. The separate origin of each of 
these gospels is carried back early in the second cen 
tury at least, :u order that this undisputed authority 
could be possible. Such a fact instroys the very 
foundations of the Tubingen hypothesis in its most 
modified form.

I can ouly make the barest reference 
the third du-covtry made by an exploring party 
under M. Ramsay, m 1883 in Hieropolis, an obscure 
city in Asia Minor. A-ia Minor, besides being the 
principal scene of SÇ. Paul's missionary labours was 
also the chief focus of Christian life and action in the 
second century. Bishop L /'.Toot said iu b.s paper 
at the Church Congress of 1884, to which I would 

f°r bailed information, “ we may expect 
to find there not a few records of the earliest Chris­
tian times buried under the accumulated rubbish of 
ages. One of them has just been brought to light, iu 
an inscription on the tomb of a certain Abercius, 
Bishop of Iiierapolis, towards the end of the second 
century. In the short space of tweutv-two lines, we 
have a cone,re account of the visits paid by Abercius
r° tJ“\far,lL‘st au<Vhti far West, whilst everywhere 
be finds the same Church and the sacraments : the 
same or substantially the same theology. His faith 
n the faith of the Catholic Church ; the miraculous 

incarnation ; the omniscient ; omnipresent energy of 
Christ (the g^od shepherd, he says, has great eyes 
which look on every side) rtho Scriptural writings : 
the two sacraments, the extension and Catholicity of 
the Church ; these stand out iu definite expression 
aud vivid colours, ouly the more striking because this 
l* no systematic exposition of the theologian, but the 
chance expression of a devout Christian sonl. As the 
writer describes himself in his 72nd year when the 
epitaph was composed, the testimony is carried up to

20 oui v twenty years after th death of St John & 
poi’su*. the capital of the same province.’* \ 10

groundnthree testimonies will miffi.-n to clear tin»

Dismissing tin* hypothesis, then. w«, turn 
one of tho most important contribution* 

made to tlm history of the early Church I r«f«r 2! 
the monograph on the wilting* of St John cont* 
bated bv Dr. Wesootl, Begins Professor of Diviuttvm 
Cambridge, in the year 1883, to tho Speaker's com 
moutary. The monograph i* the result of thirty year, 
patient study of the writings of St. John, oondooEJ 
with that delicate scholarship, and profoun.i spiriUnd 
msight. which no theologian trained iu the Uambrid** 
School of Theology can recall without a ftw|lDg 
admiration akin to reverence. Dr. Westernt huis 
this monograph i which alone would he a sufficient ,
abiding mouuuieutof a life's work).conclusively Avtan 
stratod. from internal evidence mainly, that tho fourth 
gospel is really the work of the apostle St John 
has tho* enabled us to use this go*i*»l and tho acooni 
pauymg epistles to illustrate tho period under review 
The settlement of > controversy so vital, and whieh 
has lasted on for fifty years, i* really one of the great 
eat achievements of our times.

Within the last few mouths another signal 
triumph of Cambridge scholarship ha* be* 
won by thu issue of Bishop Lightfoot* edition 
of the Iguatiau epistles. A controversy has 
beeu raging since the period of the R -formation as to 
the genuineness on the r. verso of certain letters, pat 
Porting to be ad.lrœaed by Ignatius. Bishop of Anttoeh 
to varions Churches of Asia Minor, as he ws* 
by them on his way to Martyrdom at Rome, aient 
110 or 115 These epistles, as is wi ll known, contain 
abundance of detail as to the name* aud circumstances 
of the Bishops in these several churches ; and the 
writer speaks of the Episcopat* in the -treugest way 
as the centre of order, the guarantee of unity in the 
Church. One or two short quotations will show the 
position which the threefold ministry occupied in the 
mind of Ignatius, and which be assume* *l*o will be 
sufficiently accepted by his leaders. Thu* the Clmreh 
of Smyrna he exhorts to shun divisions a* the >*»gin 
uing of evils. “ Do ve all follow your Bishop a* Jeans 
Christ followed the bather. Lot no man do aught of 
thing* |wtaming to the church apart from tho Bishop. 
Lot that lie held a valid ouchari-t which is under the 
Bishop or one whom ho shall have committed it : or 
again, ‘ He that hououreth the Bishop i* honoured of 
God. He that doeth aught without the Bishop doeth 
service to the devil. Bimilarly to tho Church of 
Ephesus ho writes " that the Bishop* established in 
tho farthest parts are under counsels of Jo*u* Christ. 
His pathetic r« f -reuce iu writing to the Romas 
church in regard to bis own Church of Antioch, is too 
touching to be omitted. “ Remember, 1 tie says, *‘ in 
your prayers the Church which i* in Syria, which has 
God for its shephenl m my stead, Je«u* Christ alone 
-hall be it* bishop. Ho and your love." Such state­
ments a* these, it the genuine word * of St. I goalioi 
indicate a settled and authoritative episcopal vooeli- 
totion recognised through the Church, within soûle 
fifteen years of the death of St. John, which can only 
he explained by attributing its extou-iou to Apostolic 
authority. However, fierce controversy has for cen­
turies gathered round those epistles, aud to Bishop 
Lightfoot belongs th a credit of having in what the 
German Presbyterian scholar Harnack generously 
acknowledges to l>e “ the most learned and careful 
l atristic monograph which has appeared iu the nine- 

j teenth century, d-.-moustrated the genuineness of the 
Ignatius letters in the middle Greek Recension beyond 
all question. Professor Harnack acknowledges him­
self as convinced of their genuineness by the argu­
ments which Bishop Lightfoot bo carefully and forci- 
uy, elaborates. The treatise occupies three large 
volumes of some bOO pages each, while the text of the 
"pistles occupies but 30 pages iu all ; this com­
parison may give some id,-a of the extreme cure with 
which the work has been done. 1 think I may there 
fore assume, that in the acknowledged genuineness of 
these epistles the witness of the Church in the last 
half of theNieepud century, attributing tho fiual estab­
lishment of the episcopate to the work of St. John, 
ias received the strongest possible corroboration.

One point alone n mains t ) be noticed. It is clear that 
between the settled episcopate as we fiud it perma­
nently established in Asia Minor in the time of Igna­
tius, and the episcopate of Timothy and Titus acting 
as apostolic delegates for St. Paul some fifty years 
be ore, is involved tho whole diff jrenoe bt tween a 
temporary and a jwruanent order. The fa actions of 
be office are practically identical ; but in the one case 

it supplies ou n< ces-ity thuTinavoidablo absence of an 
apostle, m the other, it is the permanent embodiment 
and custodian of the unity and order of the Church, 

-oold we obtain any intermediate link connecting 
iese two periods, and show in what manner under 

apostolic oversight, that which was in G6 temporary
and fixed,

J S - _ I* ** " rvn,n IU VU UULUj-'VAt*

ana local, ban become in 115 pr rmatmnt and fixe


