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THE FRENCH CONFERENCE.

The nineteenth Annual Conference of the 
Evangelical Methodist Church of France 
and Switzerland was opened on the morning 
of the 17th inst in this city. The Station- 

; Committee had met the day before

air meetings.

ing V
(Thursday, the 16th), and finished the first 
draft of the stations, 
searching enquiry and discussion. In the 
evening the opening sermon before the Con
ference was preached by the Secretary who 
took for his text the words of Amos (vii. 
21 : “ By whom shall Jacob arise, for he is 
small ?” and showed that Methodism was 
indeed very small in France, but that it 
could arise, by the help, not of man, 
but by the Holy Spirit, to obtain’ which 
was to be the principal object of our pray
ers and efforts.

The Conference opened at nine o’clock 
by a prayer-meeting, the. best of the kind 
which I have ever attended. The greater 
number of the ministers successively lifted 
up their voice in earnest pleadings with the 
Lord for a special manifestation of his pre
sence and blessing. Then the roll was cal
led, when the whole of the ordained minis
ters stationed within the bounds of the 
French Conference—viz., twenty-five, an
swered to the call of their names. This 
number, much greater than usual, results 
from the decision of last year, that this 
Conference should be a general one, in or
der that it might decide finally on divers 
points of organization such as the holding 
of our Conference only once in two years 
the division of the districts, and the admis

sion of laymen as delegates to our higher 
ecclesiastical courts. We were in hopes 
that as in former years, and in view especi
ally of these,to us,important questions, some 
delegate or visitor from the London Mis
sionary Committee might be forthcoming ; 
but hitherto none have made their appear
ance.

The first business was the election of the 
Assistant Secretaries, the other officers hav
ing been already appointed at the close of 
last y ear’s Conferen ce—namely, L. Pulsford, 
President ; J. Hocart, Vice-President, and 
J, P. Cook, Secretary. Messrs. Matthew 
Gallienne, junior, and J. Wood were ap
pointed.

It was resolved, in answer to inquiries 
and requests from various persons in the 
town, that the afternoon session should be 
opened to the public, as well as one or two 
other afternoons next week, and the questi
ons to be examined at that time were 
chosen.

The first draft of the stations was distrib
uted and considered as read. The General 
Treasurer presented the report of the Fi
nance Committee, which had been careful
ly prepared. Our central fund is now in 
debt to the amount of nearly £1,400. The 
report recommended that henceforth the 
grants should be absolutely diminished, so 
as to exceed in no case the receipts, and in 
order to obtain the result variyus proposals 
were made of retrenchment, in the salary 
of the ministers, and in a number of other 
items, such as grants for furniture, travelling 
expenses, the Theological Institutions, Ac. 
But as the calculations were all based on 
the estimates of last year, the Conference 
ordered that the estimate of this year should 
be at once prepared, so as to have more ac
curate data for discussion. It fhas been 
since ascertained that the present estimates 
being some £280 less than those of last 
year, while the receipts are the same, fewer 
retrenchments will be needed.

The question of character was taken up,

Chapel, and three 
were numerously atwded

On Monday morning the Committee * the 
studies of our young men ou trial met and pre
pared their report. The study of English, and 
in one case of German, was recommended. It 
was resolved that the written sermon to be pre- 

id Umshed tlie nrat plrej eTery year by every candidate should be
After fixe hour* OI_ <A»t „l>nann U» «ko P/vmmUtonon a text chosen by the Committee

The Conference met at nine o'clock and ex
amined throughout the whole of the morning 
the question of the biennial Conference. The 
discussion was continued in the afternoon open 
session, and finally it was resolved, by the re
quired majority of two-thirds of the mem
bers of Conference, that henceforth the Con
ference should be held only once in two years. 
The consequent changes in our ecclesiastical 
economy, which were resolved upon then or in 
subsequent meetings, are as tollows :—

1. Every fourth year the Conference will be 
a general one, and general Conferences only 
will have a legislative power.

2. The district meetings will be held annual
ly, and the year the Conference will not meet 
they will be invested with somewhat more ex
tensive powers, to change, for instance, in 
special cues the stations of their own ministers 
within the district, to ordain the young men who 
have finished their usual term of probation

ed. Four phew were proposed aed tbeir me
rits discerned : The third minister's place in 
Paris ; Coude iu Normandy ; Die, in the Drome ; 
and Suave, in the Cerennea. But when it 
came to the rote no majority could be obtain
ed, except lor the station in Normandy. The 
other posts must be supplied. It was there
fore resolved, though very reluctantly indeed, 
and not without much opposition, that Daniel 
Bernard, who has just finished his third year’s 
trial in Guernsey, be recalled, so that one sta
tion only, and not two, be left to “ be suppli
ed.”

After this decision the stations were read for 
the third time (the Committee having met for a 
few minutes,) and were confirmed. There are 
not less th»n twelve changes this year, which is 
considerably more than one-third of the whole 
of the ministers stationed. The itinerancy is 
thus fully maintained amongst us.

The Conference proceeded at once to the 
elections by ballot of our principal officers The 
result was as follows

President of Conference (subject to the ap
proval by the British Conference,) James Ho
cart, Senr. ; Vice President, Luke Pulsford.

Secretary and Treasurer, J. P. Cook ; Dele
gate to Bunlem Conference, J. Hocart. The 

rc>, Chairmen of Districts were also appointed, and 
if | the various Committees.

Lord of the harvest fill oar barns with plen- ble position side by side with other volun

admitted unanimously, to receive provisionally 
candidates on trial. In extra cases the bureau 
of the Conference, consisting of the President, 
Vice-President, and Secretary, to be consulted.

This matter, which has occupied us for years, 
being settled, the solemn question of deaths was 
taken up. None of our ministers have died, 
thank God, this year, nor the two preceding 
ones. It was resolved, however, to enter in 
our Minutes a notice on the Rev. Wm. Hand- 
cook, lately decease! at Rickmansworth (Eng- 
gland), who for many years successfully labour
ed in our ranks, and is held in holy remem
brance by many. f

Pastor Paul Cook presented bis report on the 
educational establishments in Nimes. Both the 
Young Ladies’s Normal School and the Young 
Men's College are progressing favourably. As 
many as seventeen pupils have been refused 
since October last, for want of room, the pre
mises for the boys being too small and very in. 
convenient. The number of boarders is thirty, 
five girls and twenty seven boys, besides day 
scholars. There has been some sickness, and 
two deaths (happy ones) have taken place dur
ing the year.

The statistics of the Church were read by the 
Secretary. We have 184 chapels and other 
preaching places, 80 ministers, 22 evangelists 
and teachers, 101 local preachers, 2,049 mem
bers. with 167 on trial, 9 day-schools with 821 
scholars, and 63 Sunday-schools, with 310 
teachers and 2,539 scholars. Our stated bear
ers amount to nearly 9,000. These figures show 
an increase of 10 places of worship, 61 mem
bers, and 196 Sunday-scholars. There is 
small decrease in the local preachers and the 
Sunday-schools.

On Tuesday the stations were read, the Com
mittee having sat for some time on the preced
ing evening, and permission was asked of the 
Conference to station again in the same cir
cuits eleven of our ministers who hare been 
two years or more in their present residence. 
Formerly a vote was taken only on three years, 
men. But the stations being now made for 
two years, it was resolved that a vote should 
be necessary for two year’s men also. Each 
name is presented in succession. The reasons

and we are thankful to say that no objecti- for or against his removal are given, and the 
ons were found to any of the preachers. vote by ballot is taken. The required permis-

In the afternoon some forty or fifty per
son* availed themselves of the privilege of 
being present to witness the proceedings of a 
Methodist Conference. Pastor Andrieu 
was first appointed our Letter-writer, and 
Pastor Cornforth was requested to write the 
Pastoral Address to our societies.

A translation of the letter of the British 
Conference to us was read, and received 
with an expression of cordial gratitude to 
our English brethren. Pastor Hocart jun., 
was appointed to prepare a suitable answer.

Who are to be received into full Connex
ion? was the next question. Two candi
dates were presented by their respective 
district meetings, and their examination, 
was conducted by the President, after which 
the question, Who still remain on trial? was 
taken up, and the case of two of our proba
tioners was examined and settled. jOne of 
them having been unable on account of ill- 
neee to attend his district meeting, a commit
tee will be appointed to examine him on his 
theological studies of the year.

Immediately after the session the Stati
oning Committee met to examine a telegram 
from the Jersey French Circuit, which asks 
us to send them this year two new- tpen. 
A number of changes were also examined.

In the evening a remarkable sermon was 
preached by one of our younger ministers, 
Pastor Wood, on the witness of the Spirit.

This morning the question of probation
ers was resumed. The young men who 
were examined yesterday were unanimously 
received into full Connexion. They will be 
presented to the Church next Monday eve
ning, and one of them will be ordained on 
Tuesday. The other, by special request 
will be ordained in his circuit in August 
next. We find that these ordinations in 
other than Confcgpnce towns are produc
tive of much good.

After a protracted discussion, two young 
men were received on trial. They are al
ready at work amongst us as evangelists, 
and their labors have been blessed of God.

In the afternoon, after a new meeting of 
the Stationing Committee, the question of 
the biennial Conference was presented. 
Two carefully prepared reports were read, 
one by Pastor Émile Cook, recommending 
no change in the present organization ; one 
by Pastor Hocart, jun., proposing that the 
Conference be henceforth held only once in 
two years, and that in the interval a cer
tain number of permanent committees be 
appointed, with power to decide ou all ca
ses of emergency, and to station the minis
ters, in connection with the district meet
ings, so that the appointments may remain 
annual as at present. Other propositions 
were also presented—viz : That the Con
ference be annual and the district commit
tees suppressed. That the Conference be 
biennial (held once in two years), and 
that the appointments be all made for two 
years, so that there be no need of district 
meetings nor permanent committees. That 
an essay of a biennial Conference be made 
for six years, at the end of which experience 
will have taught us which is best.

There was not time to discuss all these 
proposals, so that they have been made the 
order of the day for Monday Morning.

The brethren are now dispersed, to pre
pare for the morrow’s services, which in
clude three or four open-air meetings in the 
neighbourhood of this city.

The Conference adjourned at a late hour last 
night, after a somewhat longer session than was 
anticipated. I have already related the pro
ceedings of the first two days.

Sunday, the 19th, was a good day, profitably 
employed by the members of the Conference. 
Beeidca the usual services in all the chapels of 
the circuit, there were an English service and a 

*B*ee‘a gathering in the Lausanne

sion was granted iu every case, although with 
difficulty in two or three instances.

The fact that the Jersey French Circuit has 
asked for two of our men, and our financial 
difficulties, oblige ua to leave unsupplied two 
of our stations. But which shall it be ? The 
discussion on this question took up the re
mainder of the day. Each ol our stations is 
peculiarly dear to some of us, and found there, 
fore zealous advocates, and the Conference had 
to adjourn before coming to a decision.

On Wednesday, a letter was read from the 
Rev. G. T. Perks, on our chapel affairs, and its 
suggestions were received with thanks.

Pastors Hocart, sen., and Pulsford present
ed a joint report on the status of communi
cants in our chapels who are not members, and 
on the best mode of admitting members into 
the Society. The report was ordered to be 
printed for the members of the Conference It 
was recommended that a new column be in
serted in the statistical schedules for non-mem
bers who are communicants, and that all new 
members be formally presented at a general 
Society meeting. *

The great question of the admission of lay
men in our superior ecclesiastical courts was 
then taken up, on a petition of the Vauvert 
Circuit. For many years our work has been so 
exclusively missionary that we have lacked the 
necessary elements for proper circuit stewards, 
and now that they have been appointed in most 
circuits, they have not yet taken the habit of 
attending our district meetings, except for the 
last three years in the South. We find, for 
many reasons, tnat the admirable British syij. 
tem of mixed preparatory committees to the 
Conference cannot work amongst us, and must 
be replaced by something else. This subject 
has occupied us for some time, and it was 
generally understood that some decision must be 
taken. After a long discussion, in which every 
member of the Conference bad an opportuni
ty to express his opinion, it wm resolved :—

1. That the circuit steward» shall be invited 
to the district meeting, with aright of presence 
and vote on all questions except that of charac
ter.

2. That in every district meeting where 
stewards will be present, the members (both 
ministerial and lay) voting together will appoint 
one lay delegate to the Conference.

The second resolution did not obtain, how
ever the required majority of two-thirds, and 
has therefore been sent bach to the district 
meetings of next year. As it is a conatiutional 
change in our organization, it is also to be sub
mitted to the approval of the British Confer
ence.

In the afternoon we bad again, for the third 
time, an open session, when the reports of the 
chairmen of districts on the state ot the work 
were read, discussed and accepted. We have 
had revivals this year in only two of our cir
cuits ; but many interesting instances of indi
vidual conversions and attachment to our Church 
were related. Some circuits are making speci
al efforts to increase their subscriptions.

Pastor Emile Cook presented a report on his 
visit some months ago to the Poitou. The 
spiritual distress of 50,000 Protestants in a part 
of France where we, as Methodists have as 
yet done nothing, was so graphically described 
that it was at once proposed to take up so in
teresting and so promising a field ot labour. 
But, alas ! to do so one more of our stations 
must be left" unsupplied, which could not be 
done. It was therefore resolved that quarterly 
visit» be made to Niort and the surrounding lo
calities if the expenses of auch visits can be met 
in some way.

Thursday.—The Stationing Committee ask
ed again what stations should be left unauppli-

Pastor Emile Cook presented the report on 
the Book Affairt. The sales have been very 
much the same as last year. Few new hooka 
have been published. I may mention, however, 
a second edition of an excellent book for chil
dren, ‘ The Lambs of the Flock,” and M. de 
Remusat’s article in the •• Revue des Deux 
Mondes” on Wesley and Methodism,” which 
has been reprinted aa a ueat little pamphlet, 
with a new introduction by the author. Our 
weekly organ, the Esxmgelitte, is read and ap
preciated by many, and its financial position is 
improving.- Pastor Jaulmee, who has edited 
it with much talent for some years, is now re
moved from Paris to Lausanne, so that another 
editor must be appointed. Pastor Matthew 
Lelievre, the author of *• Wesley’s Life” and oi 
•• Rostan’s Memoirs,” wm chosen as his suc
cessor, and M he resides in Nimes, the Ecan- 
geliite will have to be printed in the South next 
year.

A vote of thanks wm cordially presented both 
to pastor Jaulmea, the editor, and to pastor E 
Cook, the publisher, for their pert services.

▲ new edition oi our Hymn-book, with the 
tuBM, wm resolved upon.

On Fmdat the report of the Finance Com
mittee wm discussed. It wm resolved that 
brother Emile Cook, from Pari», should be sent 
to the United States to endeavour to obtain 
funds for the payment of our heavy debt, and 
for setting our funds afloat once more. He will 
first attend the general conference of the Evan
gelical Alliance in New York, in September 
Some time wm taken up in making arrangements 
for supplying his place during his absence from 
Paris.

In order not to increMe our debts, it was re
solved that henceforth the general treasurer 
shall only pay what money be has in hand, 
consequence of this resolution,the estimates of 
expenses had to be exynined, and retrench
ment» made to the amount of £600. In some 
circuits we confidently hope that the people will 
make up the deficiency to a great extent. But 
in others there certainly will be some suffering. 
If by some means we could considerably dim
inish the debts of our chapels, so as to be 
lieved of the sums paid for interest, the retrench
ment» would at once be diminished.

The report of the Educational Fund wm read 
and accepted. This ii a new fund amongst us, 
and there are only three claimants as yet.

Pastor Hocakt presented his report on the 
Lautanne Institution. The three student» we 
have now hare generously offered to pay their 
expenses next year, [so that the Conference 
will be at scarcely any expense for their theo
logical training.

PMtor Matth. Lelievre presented the re 
port of the Chapel Committee. We have twenty 
seven chapels, schools, or parsonages, ten of 
which are free of debt. The amount of debts 
on the seventeen others is £14,300, by far the 
greater part of which sum is owed by the chapels 
in Paris and Lausanne, and the school premises 
in Nimes. Three new chapels have been open
ed this year, at Livron, Vauvert, sud Congen- 
ies. Two are building, at St. Pierre les Calais 
and Nimes. A school-house at Arvieux (in the 
Alps) bM been sold to the Reformed Church.

The letter to the British Conference was rea/1 
by pMtor Hocart, jun., corrected, abridged 
and adopted.

The report of the Auxiliary Fund was pre
sented by PMtor Duqand. The whole of the 
receipts is absorbed by grants to five ministers' 
widows and one supernumerary. The subscrip
tions to that fund do not quite equal half-a-franc 
per member.

At the evening session the thanks of the con
ference were presented to the friends of Lau
sanne who have so kindly received the minis
ters.

The Pastoral Address to the Societies an 
admirable document prepared by Pastor Corn
forth, wm read, and entrusted for revision to 
brother Hocart.

The Committee on the studieaîof our candi
dates, presented their report, which was adop
ted, and the examiners for the district meet
ings where appointed.

A few other matters were disposed of, some 
resolutions were referred to the next Confer
ence, and at nine o’clock p.m. the reading of 
the Minutes began. This wm followed by 
few words of address and exhortation by the 
President and the Vice-President, and a little 
after ten o’clock the aeasion wm finally cloaed. 
Tbua ended a Conference which will, I believe, 
be long remembered, because of the great 
number of minister» present, and of the impor
tance of the question» discussed, and especially 
because of the brotherly feeling manifested, 
and the holy influence» which have rested on us.

— Watchman.
Lausanne, June 24, 1870.

ty. If there be nothing wanting in the till
age wiU there be ought lacking in the crop? 
h there any sort of proportion between our 
mreturn end kind of working end God’s 
measure and kind of bleseing?

Surely, unless our theology is wholly at 
fault, unless His promises fail for evermore, 
unless He forgets His pledged word, who 
nothing forgets, all those questions must be 
answered in a manner calculated to stimu
late tn the utmost the ardors and energies 
of God’s faithful servants in the Divine her
itage. It is true that God is sovereign. It 
is equally true that He is the author of a 
spiritual economy under which we are as
sured that if we try Him with lowly sub
mission, if we prove Him with importunate 
prayer offered believingly in the one name 
peerless and invincible, if we test his word. 
His promise, His oath, with skillful and dili
gent toil in our appointed lot, He will open 
the windows of heaven, He will water the 
ridges of the much-ploughed field. He will 
make it soft with showers. His paths will 
drop with ,fatness and the year will be 
crowned with His goodness, and the work
men will shout for joy and also eing.

How full of the presage of good things to 
come this year, the fact would be that min
isters and people were beginning the year 
joined hand in hand to prosecute their bless
ed work with uuflaggiug zeal and tender 
love for Jesus, for each other, for the flock, 
and for the souls that perish. But little can 
be effectually done without such zeal, such 
love, and such cordial co-operation. Can 
not this preparation for the year’s work be 
early secured on every circuit? Surely it 
can. For everywhere the same rich Pen
tecostal baptisms are in reserve for those 
who with one accord repair to the upper 
and inner sanctuary of prayer to await the 
coming of power from on high.

How good it would be to begin the year 
with full confidence in God’s truth, with 
full faith in one’s own mission to his fel
low-men, and with unwavering belief in the 
perfect adaptation of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus, applied by the Divine Spirit to 
meet the spiritual necessities of our woe- 
stricken race. Filled with a faith of this 
kind, and working by love, how strong 
would be our expectation of anccesa. Such 
an expectation would itself be an element 
of power and a pledge of triumph.

How desirable, nay how necessary it is 
that a spirit of the deepest earnestness 
should take possession of every heart long
ing for the prosperity of God’s caftse. With
out such earnestness how feeble the results 
to be accomplished by the year’s work must 
prove. Thrilling are the considerations 
tending to inspire earnestness in the breasts 
of the Lord’s people. The value of the 
soul, once lost, forever lost ; the brevity and 
uncertainty of human life, the nearness of 
heaven and hell, the self-sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God for all men, are considéra 
lions that should stimulate all Christian men 
to the fullest activity in their Master’s work 

Would it not be a profitable task to make 
a thorough exploration of every congrega
tion in the Conference at an early date this 
year? Perhaps there are some families 
worshipping in our sanctuaries that have 
never been favored with earnest pastoral vis
itation. It may be that some persons who 
were members of our church in other local 
ities, appear in our Churches on Sundays 
and yet keep aloof from church fellowship 
with us. They feel as strangers among 
strangers, and none seem to care for them 
They are shy and backward, and need bro
therly and pastoral attention to bring them 
forward. It is possible that there arc back 
sliders from our communion scattered here 
and there throughout our congregations 
many of whom might be recovered by faith
ful and well-directed personal effort. It is 
probable that there are many persons ac
customed to worship with us, who are of
ten the subjects of deep religious impress
ions, and who might without difficulty be 
led to the Saviour, if they were but kindly 
taken by the hand. We have great faith 
in earnest well-directed efforts from the pul
pit to point men to the Lamb of God. The 
blessing of the Almighty accompanies such 
efforts. It pleases God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that believe. But 
we have equal fait^in thorough, persistent, 
systematic and affectionate pastoral visita
tion. As a means of usefulness its vaine 
can scarely be overrated. It is sometimes 
hard work, but it is work which, when 
well done, is full of bleseing.

Upon the whole, we believe that a year 
of prosperity is not only possible to us, but 
certain, and if the work to be done, be ap
proached in the right spirit, and prosecuted 
by the right persons, in the right places, at 
the right times and in the proper manner. 
May the Great Head of the Church bestow 
upon all His people among us the spirit of 
wisdom, love and power, and grant us 
a year of abounding blessing.

J. R. N.

ters of this day had to meet them and grap- 
tarv churches. 1 pie with them and the men who did this

The Irish Conference is invariably atten- needed to be educated men—thoroughly pre- 
ded by several distinguished ministers, ap- pared—men who could send sharp arrows, 
pointed by the English Conference, the Eu-j Now every Circuit in our Conference de-
glish President is theiris also. sired the best men- —-----

This yesur Dr. Jobeon has for his rompa- supposed were bestas year D 
Wm Shanions w m »naw, S. R. Hall, and L. 

Wiseman. A large proportion of 
principal speaking and preaching is of 
course delegated to the honored visitors 
It is a question after all the advantages 
are reckoned ; whether this tends to the 
real development of the true power ot the

all our men he 
want our people

to help ns. Here was the question—Sup
pose God called a man, converted him— 
called a little boy not well versed in Gram 
mar, who is to tench him? God wouli 
not work miracles to do this for him. It 
done at all it must l>e done bv the 
Church. We were not destitute of men.

the cross—if his feet had 
Lamb of God he would 
talked of a land he had never seen. 
made men Christians so he called ", 
ministry thoseywho he intended to Use° 
wa* especially delighted at the meTtln„ ,H* 
night to find the young men ordah^j t? 
that woe was unto them ifthev.tu 
preach the Gospel. • **»•

A collection was made aller which a 
«a- pronounced and the ^ 

1). '
benediction 
ing dosed.

Irish Conference? It is possible to overdo Some sens came from rich families, some 
the paternal and fraternal relation of bodiesldid not.^ Who were they who would stand 
as nearly related as the British and Irish at the bedside of our dying ones and be the
Conferences.

Amodier fearful railway accident has ta
ken place, resulting in a deplorable loss of 
life. It occurred near Newark-ou-Trent, 
on the Great Northern Line. By the 
breakage of the axle of a laden truck, 
part of a good’s train was thrown over, 
and upon the down line ; a few seconds* 
before an excursion train heavily laden with 
hundreds of passengers came up, and was 
dashed upon the wreck ol the other ; an aw
ful crash was heard, and when relief was 
procured it was found that sixteen were kil 
led on the spot, many more were fatally in
jured, and nearly a hundred were seriously 
hurt. No blame appears to be attached to 
any party, it was a remarkable coincidence 
in time and place, and there was not the 
slightest opportunity for signals of warning 
to be displayed.

The beautiful summer weather with which 
we are now favored has again called into 
request the accustomed cheap trains and 
pleasure trips in which the people so great
ly delight. For a small payment dwellers 
in the country can enjoy a long day iu the 
midst of the wonders of London, and those 
who dwell pent up in the great cities, can 
spend a day at the seaside and gratify that 
longing for salt water, which is so general
ly expressed by the many who dwell in
land.

The watering places are filling with those 
whose means justify the somewhat costly 
enjoyment ; or by those who in search of 
health are willing to make any sacrifice if 
life can can possibly be prolonged. It is 
yet too soon for the aristocracy mid the 
wealthy, to leave the joys of the Loudon 
season. They will away to the country or 
the sea about two months later.

But little rain has fallen, and the root 
crops are consequently drooping. Much 
tear is expressed, that there will he a 
sad failure in this importaut item. The 
bay crop is very light and poor in quality, 
but the great staples of wheat and barley 
appear to have suffered but very little, and 
are promising an early and average har
vest.

probrntial ®tsle$an.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 80. 1S70.

SHALL THIS BE A YEAR OF
GREAT SPIRITUAL PROSPER

ITY IN OUR CHURCH ?

Every minister and every circuit within 
the bounds of our Conference must, we are 
sure, be deeply desirous that the new eccle
siastical year on which they are just enter
ing may prove the most prosperous year of 
their recollection. Can anything be done 
generally to realize that laudable desire? 
Is there any such connection between work 
of the right kind and success of the desired 
sort, as would warrant one in believing that 
if the needful labour be expended the covet
ed results will follow ? If the fallow ground 
be properly worked up, the seed of the 
kingdom faithfully scattered, and the sickle 
thrust in when the grain is ripe, will the

Ministers of the future? Those little bare 
Headed boys, whose mothers in praying 
homes were praying for them in unfurnish
ed Cottages. Whether from the Rich man’s 
Hall or the Poor man’s Cottage, they have 
to be educated. How were tliev to bv edu
cated We had high vantage ground. 
Sackt ille Institutions were placed upon 
vantage ground trom which they would 
continue to rise higher and higher, and 
spread blessings all around.

Rev. C. Jost, A. M. was the next speak 
er. He said he supposed the reason lor 
his being called upon to speak, was because 
of his connection with Sackville Institu
tions and although no longer connected 
therewith, he hoped no person would sup
pose that it w as the result of want of inte
rest. For three years he had done what he 
could to impress the necessity of education 
aud to assist Young men : and now he was 
sure his interest would not decrease. He 
was glad to know that such a Society as 
that which they were uoxv advocating had 
been organized. He thought it a coinci
dence that ouc of our ablest men, only 
the other day was talking of this matter, 
and had expressed his anxiety that some
thing should be done in order that deserv
ing young men should have an education. 
He was grieved when he heard that a re
quest had to he sent to England for young 
men, because during the pasl year he had 
known three young men who would have 
been with us to-day, if they had had the 
menus ot obtaining a it education—they saw 
that out of the Provinces they could ob
tain that education. He w as glad when lie 
found that the coostitutiou had in view as
sisting such young men as had not meaus 
themselves.

He remembered a remark made by Mac
aulay—Take Oxford or Cambridge Calen
dar, aud you will find that those men who 
have been first in the competition of the 
Schools, have been first in the wulks of life. 
Some thought an Education made men 
proud—on the contrary he thought a little 
knowledge was more likely to do this. 

There was nothing in connection with a

COM PI .1M K NT A UY A DDRESSES 

Li vk.rpooi, Jult, 1870.
To ?h- Br.t //•->ti-v Daniel, 

odist Minister. J . d r.

We the undersigned members ,-vf ^ 
Wesleyan Church and Congregation lc 
erpoot, beg leave to tender you this exarn 
sion ot our heartfelt esteem aud sympashv 
\\ v have learned w ith unfeigned règre, 
eying to bodily infirmities you have,,, 
ed from the active ministerial work of ,i 
Church whose pulpit you have so i®, 
adorned. After forty years*of tod, „ 
Wesleyan Minister, it is not at all snryn 
ing that you should fee! your need of y 
repose which you arc seeking.

On referring to the list of minister, ■ 
this Conference, we find that there U y,! 
one, now in the itinerancy, who is 
to you in the ministerial w ork ; hutw»^ 
that while the ranks of the veteran» of 
Church are being rapidly, thinned hr tin, 
that the spirit of the Fathers mav enina, 
the Sons ill the Gospel, so that Method^ 
may not lose its pristine glory, but ear «*. 
tiuue to lie a " power iu the earth."

During your residence among in ^ 
have labored diligently lor the benefit | 
this section of our Church. We havek. 
tened with delight and profit to vour ih 
quent expositions of Divine truth, anfin 
cau bear witness to your faithfulneia a< t 
miuister of Christ. We beg to eoom 
through you to Mrs. Daniel, our heat tw 
vs for the health ami happiness of b*n* 
aud family ; as site has been the oonpn. 
ion of your toils, may she be spared tab 
the solace ol' vour declining years. : Aadr, 
earnestly pray that the evening of yowl» 
may be to you a sen sou of happiness uj 
peace, aud that you may be spared for sw, 
years to come, to your family and loth 
Church iu whose service we trust yoa art! 
still lie able to take some part ; and wk* 
the last conflict shall come, may vos fine- 
taiued in an eminent degree by the eotreb- 
lions of that Gospel which you hats whq 
preached to others.

Signed by John Campbell, WiUiea Hi. 
Gill, Richard Mulhall and 12 others.

Lord Clarendon, famed for Foreign di- Collegiate education, to make men proud,
plomacy and a very long service in public 
life ; is dead. He was greatly esteemed by 
his party, and all felt great confidence in 
his discretiou, and able management of 
England’s foreign affairs. He was a w ise 
and prudent statesman, and his death is 
felt to be a heavy loss to Mr. Gladstone’s 
government, while so many importaut mea
sures are before them.

A few rumours are current about the 
‘ coming man’’—the next President of Con
ference. It is expected that this year there 
will be a departure from the course pursued 
for the past thirteen years in the election of 
new men to till the high post. The honor 
is expected to fall upon the distinguished 
secretary of Conference, the Rev. Johu 
Farrar, who was President in 1854, and 
and who for 11 years in succession has 
filled the place of Conference Secretary. If 
the Brethren intend to return to the old 
plan of réélection the honoured minister 
who has served them so faithfully, is iu 
every way most worthy of the honor.

July 1. 1870.
B.

ENGLISH CORRESPONDENCE.

The frith Conference—Railway accident 
at Newark—The Excursion Seaton— 

The weather and cropt—Death of Lord 
Clarendon—-• Our next President ”

* Dear Mb. Editor.—The assembling of 
the Irish Conference is the principal event 
in Methodism since the date of my last let
ter. There is not much of a stirring or 
special character to report of this Session 
of our toiling and honored Brethren of the 
Sister Isle. There appears to be much of 
hopeful and encouraging nature. Notwith
standing the drain by emigration and other 
causes there is an increase of membership. 
The various funds of the church have been 
well sustained. The missionary Report 
was very cheering, as the income was equal 

0 that of last year ; which was exceptionally 
ligh. In Education matters our Irish 

Bretbern are moving on. Increase was re
ported in sabbath and day schools. The 
Wesleyan Connexional school in Dublin, 
and the noble College at Belfast, under the 
care of the Rev. William. Arthur are doing 
well, and exerting a wide and powerful in
fluence in favor of Methodism. The recent 
ecclesiastical changes in Ireland have 
brought our distinctive principles into unu
sual prominence, and will ultimately place 
Wesleyan Methodism in a far more favora-

Y A RMOl TI I COX F F. R E NC E.

CONFERENCE EDUCATION SOCIETY MEETING.

A public meeting under the auspices of 
the Conference was held in Ryarson’s Hall, 
Yarmouth, on Tuesday evening 28th of 
June 1870—for the purpose of inaugaruting 
the Conference Education Society.

The President of the Conference occupied 
the chair. The meeting was opened by 
prayer by Rev. G. O. Huestis. The 
President said it devolved upon him, occu
pying the position which he did in connec
tion with the Conference, now being held 
in that beautiful Town, to introduce the 
business of the evening. For years it has 
been felt that we ought to have n Church 
Education Society for certain needed pur
poses. Three years ago a committee was 
appointed to form a plan. It was not until 
this year that the committee had been led to 
a unanimous conclusion iu the matter, and 
this evening they had invited tbeir friends 
in order that the new Society should be in
augurated,—in order at least that we shall 
explain what is desired. He had much 
pleasure now in requesting the Secretary, 
appointed by Cottierence, to read the Cons
titution of the proposed Society.

The Constitution having been read by 
Rev. W. H. Ileartz, the President said.— 
the objects to be promoted by this Society, 
which wc expect to be one of the Institu
tions of our Church, would commend them
selves to our people throughout the bounds 
of our Conference, and altera few remarks 
explanatory of those objects, he called up
on the Rev. J. R. Narraway, A. M., to 
address the meeting—who said he had been 
prevented from speaking for twelve mouths, 
and he was doubtful if he could make them 
hear him now. His bretbern thought he 
could and put him there. If he could make 
them hear he would like to speak a few 
moments on some topics iu hand.

Dr. Pickard had referred to claims of 
children, in that subject he would say noth
ing more. Father Stewart or Father 
Lathern might do so. He would have to 
speak of young ministers. It was true that 
positions of honour had been reached by 
men who bad to reach them by tbeir own 
efforts, but was it right to require that the 
time should be .taken up in getting that 
knowledge, which they ought to have had 
before they went out ? Let our young men 
have the neccessary education, and then 
the Church should see that they did their 
duty. He thought it would he a delightful 
thing, if we had—say a couple of profess- 
erships in our College, bearing the name 
of some of our people iu Y'armouth—a

Killam ” Professership, or a “ Moses ’’ 
Professorship would read very well. In 
absence of that he thought a handful of 
Yarmouth scholarships would not be de
spised. But we were not all rich, some of
the best men had risen up from the ranks__
the men who had stood the test had been 
sons of poor parents,. Look at the United 
States, the men first in owning ships and 
first in politics, were men who had been 
born in western homes.

Another aspect in which this matter pre
sented itself. The world had not lived in 
vain. History had not been useless. We 
bad all that to be employed by ua. How 
was it to be done? How were heresies to 
be uprooted? How was infidelity to be 
met? Nothing new under the sun, Minis-

the further the person went the more did he 
fiud how little he knew. A self educated 
man he thought an atmuioly. Where did 
we ever see a self educated mail. If 
we saw nteu who had not been able 
to take a course of knowledge they 

4 were men brought into contact with books 
which had grown from the braius of educa
ted men. He was glad to know that an 
Anniversary Meeting of this kind w as to 
tie held to bring before the people the claims 
of our Education Society.

The Rev. Johu Lathern said, he had 
been asked to say a few words about the 
duty of the Church, iu relation to educa
tion of our Children. This was an itnpor 
tant matter ; he could not allow it to pass 
without notice. Only £20,000 were given 
in England for education of the kingdom 
a few years ago. No wonder that so many 
were growing up iu ignorance. Now edu
cation was one of the questions of England 
and other Countries.

He thought we had a good country here. 
Altogether we had a most remarkable 
Country, it was almost itt the ceutre of the 
world. Now if we! held our own we must 
have educated men. We had the the ma
terial. He did not believe that there was 
better in any part of the world. Give these 
youth aa education and all they would ask 
would lie a fair field and no favor. We 
wanted educated women ; our daughters 
should lie educated—prepared to meet the 
duties of life. It would be a grand thing 
if from our Institutions should come forth 
men and women to say hereafter at the 
Church’s call—“ we promise to excel you 
all.’’ He had promised to shirk all work 
this Conference aud he must try to keep 
bts promise.

The Rev. C. Stewart, 1). D. was next in
troduced. He said he would have been 
glad if more time had been at his disposal. 
He remembered when about to go to St. 
John, a brother said to him that the peo
ple then were always willing to help if he 
could but shew cause. He had generally 
found it true of St. John and of our people 
throughout those Provinces. He would uot 
feel afraid to speak of the education of 
Ministers’ children. Ministers did not 
enjoy a position among us which made 
their office a sinecure. Their allowan
ces were small and uot always received. 
He had had a conversation with a Gentle
man who was foreman of an establishment 
the men belonging to which had at that 
time turned out on strike. Now he 
had found that those men were actually re
ceiving more than most of the Ministers iu 
our Country Circuits. He was reading uot 
long ago, that the Policemen of New York, 
had qbout twice as much as that which was 
fixed us the minimum allowance for a 
Minister ! Where are the men who would 
do the work of a Methodist Minister and 
do it for 8650 ? Aud then if the concern 
did not pay w ould be satisfied to lose from 
850 to 120. Nothing hut the love of Christ 
bore men up under this. If they were thus 
limited war it not a small matter, that for 
the space of six years they should lie al
lowed a few dollars to educate their child
ren ? He was sure every one would say it 
was equitable.

He would touch upon the other question 
—He was thankful to Mr. Narraway tor 
going over the field. Aa Educated minis
try was one of the special necessities of the 
timek. Many thought if there was more 
spirituality there would be less necessity for 
tins. There was the word of God itself. 
How could they study it unless to some ci
tent educated? The men who wrote the Bi
ble were not men of rude minds. Was 
Matthew an illiterate man ? was Mark or 
Luke or Johnf Even Peter was well skilled 
iu scripture. If it was written in other lan
guages how diil it happen that we had it 
now in our own tongue ? We owe it to 
those men of high intellectual power who 
gave it to the British nation and to the 
world. If Christ took his disciples through 
a three years course surely it is necessary 
that ministers in our day should be educated. 
If we are not prepared to have our families 
live without God our Ministers must be 
educated—men who shall get around them 
and induce them to come to Jesus. Who 
is most likely to be most humble—the man 
who knows how little he does know. A 
man who becomes a minister ought first to 
be made a Christian by God. No doubt 
in that point in our own church—more and 
more stress laid upon that point. Be a man 
ever so amiable, gentlemanly, or anxious to 
do good if he had not come to the foot of

MR., Daniel's reply.

Resfieeted Brethren anil Friends, 
ol the Wesleyan t'hurch and Coupe* 
hon at Liverpool.

I receive your kind and affections!» til 
dress ns an evidence of your esteem mi 
appreciation of the services which hr Gttfi 
blessing I have been enabled to rtwktpi 
during my appoinmenl to your «iresà.

The work of a Methodist mini** »s 
times laborious, and not unmixed with as 
iety and solicitude. And during ay I» 
deuce with you the labors and 
other duties than those of ordinary «re
work have drawn largely upon my « 
both of body and mind. But the great M» 
ter whose we are and w hom we delight 
serve, has not left us without huptwi 
and blessing ; and although somewbe » 
dueed in bodily vigour and obliged (hri 
time at least) to retire from the aetireti 
ties of the ministry, yet, I hope as I*!» 
God shall spare my life, to be able let» 
der some service to his Church, asdh i 
blessing to mankind.

In my intercourse with the mem 
our own ami those of other denom 
here, 1 have found many genial 
whose intelligence anil piety have ' 
esteem aud love, and whose memory*! 
long live in our recollection w ith plessat 
emotion. 1 have endeavored dunat ■ 
stay with you to preach the Gospel ofChs 
to the best of roy ability, nod to dit 
the duties of the Pastorale ns one “*h 
must give an account to the Judge of til 

Accept my sincere thanks for you to 
wishes, for the health and happiness of Ms 
Daniel and family, who will ever ratai 
grateful recoilnctiou of many pleasiafi • 
sociajions connected with Liverpool 

And now my dear Brethren, and to 
in retiring from your midst, accept * 
best wishes ami prayers of myself aed h* 
ly, for your material nml spiritual prot 
ty, trusting that when life’s conflict b 
aud the weapons of our warfare are ha 
aside, we may meet w ith the tbnuaw 
who have gone before to enter upon » 
full glory of the rest that remaineth fis* 
people of God.

July, 1870.

Henry Daxim- 
Wcslcyan Minute

TO THE REV. .1. HART*.

I.od'/e Boom, Welcome l*odge, 
No. 71. Order of B. Templrn 

Rev. Sir, and Dear Brother,—The ei* 
your departure for another sphere of tabs*r 
ing at hand, we cannot permit! your 
with this Lodge to la- severed without « * 
pression of the deep regret with which wi 
template your removal.

We do not now approach you in cold 
formity to custom to eulogize you in lingaf 
iu which the heart has no share, while our 
revert to your regular attendance at 
meetings, when your other duties per mat 
your pleasant countenance, and stiiriag ’ 
dresses, we feel that we sustain a toss she 
cannot,lie easily retrieved.

Your sincere and earnest belief in thst*?’’" 
tance ol" the Temperance cause has bees ” 
phsticallv endorsed lit vour walk and eons* 
satiori. and yon hate won, not only the ****** 
of this Lodge, l,ul the respect ot" all els**9 
the community 
a warm and 
fiithful and i> 
which tend to 
to your effort.

In led*1 
kind fn*1*

hut the respect
Wc f.-cl that we loee is **' 

in afi", etjoiiate Broths*, **d* 
ih-us advocate ot thosepris*F* 
devate man. We believe I* 
may It-1 attr : tinted mtieb sf * 

success of the Order in this (dace 
you farewell, we i-aru tly prat 
cnce to vouchsafe to you. \ our amiable pat®* 
and family a largo measure of health, bapp”* 
and prosperity, and that vour labours, rst* 

ever your lot shall be cast, may 
ith abundant suer/-.,

<In behalf of tin

he

Lodge,

Smith. )
With row . > Commit*6*
B GhkenoUiIH. )

t’, Ih'G 1Shubenncn'l,' July "

REF
Worthy Chi?famî Di

feelings ol no ordinary natur 
ened to the tiatturing address whivh yonks'* 
the name of this Lodgt; presented to me 
I could feel, that I was worthy of the 
you have thus centered upon me. -I

B ethren,—It*5**1*
that 1 ha»» ** 

**
lei*

could feel, that I was in some measure dK*1
ing of the laurels which you have in the


