DAYION of FREDERICTON.
r a liugéring illoess (comeumption,)
July, 1o the 30th year of her sge, |
By . of Wm. Day-|
bn, oi Douglass, pear Fredericion. The e
e was the youngest daughter of Mr. Peter |
f Hop
Bapt

veé

tbe beloved wife

eweil,
I
t:mu,;
not

shay st Minister.
ry though
sess of the Holy Spirit, as to |
n icto the family of God, until afew |
The account of ber
nally to the writer in
g'y clear, besutiful and
ted in Jesus, and was saved.

i beivg accompanied with a sweet
until tbat momeat. Pre-
s the struggle between nature and

1%, but as coon as she gave upall

receive the wit

Ler &
mont fore she died.
con

Jur

st, was exceeq:!

)

IWT

e received Jesus, who is all in all to
EVer.
s nhushand weeps; not be-
to Paracise, but because
ones,” are left in this world of danger,
care and s . mpaihy of & mother.

G. 0. H.

ristian Visitor please copy.)

\ tecder and pic
the has gone

tle

t the

RO
e

(Ck

MR. CHARLES SMITH.
, 8t Broad Cove, in the Petite Hiviere
tre 3rd of August, Mr. Cterles Swith,

Deed

. had beeu a professor of religion
f fi‘ty years ; and in his death the
Church, at Broad Cove, has lost one
prowinent and useful members.—
, ®.ich was severe, was borne with

e and resignation to the will of God. The
L w departed brotber waa held,
vy & larze atigndance at his fune-

B F l:."?',ik

€O cur

whow uad come a considerable
Lat this bereavement may |

< gran

0 the & good of his sorrow- |

i Caugiiere, and ibe Courch

c 1

g

P . i T T > et i —

Cabmicial G0heslepan,|

"2 DAY, OCTB'R. 4, 18835,

The Chri

| s

stian Armour.

sokad armart
K€L armor

are to be found
Yensive, and arms defensive. Here
} and polished shield, the
sword ;. and side by
<= the weapons of to day, rifle and
' - ]

[3oe}

ziivlenong

. ts dread variety, with
means which human ingenuity
r the scientific murder of his fel-
t always so

S Was L. As man ad-

!ge and in artcruslty Lecame

tacilities for the wholesale
d

n the same ratio

appearecd while defensive

t advance

ved Hy art
wvith gword and dart
¢ warriors fought ;
Nature taught
e eud eccich

1 veing conts

|
a

ivance in med: science has, in sowe
pered and alleviated the horrors of
*ld, aud worked i1z opposition to the
¢ which are being daily invented

e

a great blessing, but how much
ondition of those who
when swords are beaten in-
Lares and spears into pruning hooks
u be no cessation in the warfare in

u 1s engaged. Itis a life conflict.

‘es of evil press upbn every
on after battaliion comes to the

| be the

i

the days

fore

fia
oy afier volley of fiery darts s iaunch-
-t Lim, and bence it is requisite that he
only put on, but also keep on the

ir of God.
*s of this warfare have not changed.
> weapons are used to annoy, and the
r to protect. There may seem, ai
is simply a change in
aliack, as regards ourselves, and
i the soul hifc of others, it would be
have been assailed in the same
The armour

, but i

Jany
¢ sauw (emplations
| bas turnished the Chrisuan i
He bas as much

gainst principalities and powers, and

leiensive,

and
s
¢ rulers of the darkness of this world, as to
He is not
vvmed, but [ally prepared for the entire
re 1s for him not only the breast.
the helmet of faith, and girdle of
possesses the sword of the Sp.rit,
Eucnh of these
r and distinetive work.

i himself acainst their attacks.

i

eapon of au prayer.
breastplate of hape. to ward off the ia-
attacks of fear, and give nerve to the
¢ conflict grows thick, confused, and
e helmet of faith, to point ever up-
crooping soul and defend the other-

¢ head from the assauits of doubt.

u'h ornamented with the promise

ous (Gospel bound round the

support and uprightness
ira the pieces of the de-
to the bands of

3 firmness
i

hese
ready him who

v—Dburnished and bright sparkiing
sun of Righteousness, the

the

ious light fall upon the scene
With these the Christian may fear-
be lists. With thesc he may vali-
array of death and
¢ sfully comtat

Lim throw off

the Spinit, tor-

the

ombined

sword of
of the

weapon of all prayer, and
breastplate and girdle are all useless

nd corrosion will soon cover jtkem, the
soon eat into the delicate iabric of the
poor soul lie defenceless in the

es
& )

cutred, on all
ry sense on the alert, every
No lack of discipline should

ranks of the miiitant church.
: alcudd-
mrer,

fully acc

earance 1 be aliowed there

ishearten eve;

the weakest

case it i
« of each to be 21rzicd

This very prosperous state of

terdity they sat jojfully in the bouse of God;
pow with what s hopeless feeling they awsken
to-1be ight of the Sebbath morping.

I am not yet in communication with our friends
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part of Wesleyans throughout the Provinces to
the appeal which these very distressing circum-
stances present. The Church to be built must |
be at least twenty feet longer than the last one
—and proportionsably costly—in order to accom-

out—a state of things which would be both
foolish and wrong.

As I am scmewbat intimately scquainted with |
the resources of our society in Liverpool on the
one hand, and with the cost of building on the
other, | may be allowed to say thut I am satisfied
that our cause there cannot again be put into
comfortable working order—including of course |
the erection of the parsonage, &c. after our

|

| friends shall have done all they can do, without

leeving them burdened with a debt of three
to four thousand dollars. Sueh s debt would be
s crushing incubus on our cause. Here there
is & most pressing claim on the sympathy and
generosity of Wesleysns and others, and I am
sure such & claim will not be made in vain. 1
suppose of course—though 1 am not in circum-
stances to state the fact~-that aid will be directly
asked for by our people in Liverpool.
Yours, &e.  JoserE Hamrt.
Annapolis, Sept. 28, 1885,

For the Provincial Wesleyan

Dishonesty.

Why write and talk about dishonesty ? The
prefix spoils the word.  Honesty is a lovely vir-
tue; more admired than some otiers, perbaps,
because more rare. Surely the materials are
pot wanting to make a respectable and interest-
ing essay on this subject? And doubtless a
larger number of readers would be better pleas-
ed with an exbibition of the beauties and utili-
ty of this branch of morals, than with an expo-
sition of the evils embodied in that unpleasant
word dishonesty. Perhaps so. But we write
uot so much to amuse, as to benefit. The pre-
valence of this form of iniquity in the niucteenth
century, awakens painful thought. David's pray-
er and intimation, are yet suitable: ‘- Help
Lord, for the godly man ceaseth : ior the faith-
Jful fail from among the children of men. They
speal vanity every oue with his neighbour ; with
flattering lips, and with a double heart do they
As to the grosser forms of dishonesty
—lying and stealing, we believe they do not
abound in society generally, at least not in that
repulsive character which oftends respectability.
The refinements of the age extend to everY
branch of morals. Some sins are so refined as
to appear very much Like virtues. Nome but a
very careful observer, can detect the false from
the genuine, the rcal from the counterfeit. The
inventive powers ot tha devil are evideatly be-
ing expended, in order to conceal the deformity
f vice. How aritully is it often wrapped up
in the externals of religion: Yes, that black
sinner is trying to wash the (Ethiop white, en-
deavouring to make truth appear a lie, and a lie
the truth—to make right wrong, and wrong
right,—Sin to be a mere trifle, and holiness a
matter of no account. Never was his true
character, a deceiver, more appareat, to the spi-
riually wese, than at present. Just in propor-
tion to the unbelie/ of the world, will be the suc-
cess of his deceptive influences. “ He Lath
hWinded the minds of them which believe not” 2
Cor.iv,4. It is the umperative duty of the
church of Christ, to expose the * hidden things of
dishomesty.”  As these have been renounced for
Christ's sake, we cannot tolerate them in others.
Christianity will never compromise with the
Jevil  Nor will God’s faithful ones cease to

:ry aloud and spare not,” even though the liter-
al fires of persecution, should blaze again wi bin
the bounds of Christendom.

Perhaps there never was a period in the his-
tory of the world, when the commerce of nations,
owplex and diflicult to conduct on up-
¢ principles, as now. In every community
tound men ot lax morals, who are per-
mitted to amass wealth, and who thus obtain an
influence over trade, which is being constantly
used to the disadvantage of the houest man,
We are not surpriscd that many yield to the de-
sire of obtaining riches speedily, and fall into
the prevailing sin. Such seem to forget that
therc are many men ou earth, who are having
all their “ goed things” on earth. No good for
them in the awful future! * Purple and fine
linen,”.may be preferable on earth, even at the
expense of a good conscience, but who has the
best of the bargain at the end ?

speak.”

wWas so

may be

Select any branch of trade you please, and
you will find much concealed dishonesty ming-
ling with better principles. Nor can all the
blame be legitimately thrown upon manufac-
turers and merchants. The people clamour for
cheap articies. Hence the deception to grati-
{y them. Let me give a few illustrations. How
rarely do we now mcet with an honest boot or
shoe ' Even awong the children’s copper toes,
you will ind one of each pair so constructed as
to give way speedily. And no marvel, even it
the honest shoemaker cannot give satisfaction,
for he canmot easily obtain honest leather.
Doubtless the hides of our cattie are as tough
aud honest as iu the days of Adam. But who
is respomsible for the rapid manner in which
these are onverted into leather! What about
the chemicals used in order to hasten the pro-
I believe the most honest answer that
cau be given, s, that it is a fast age, and we
wust keep up with it. Things must wear out
quwickiy for the good of trade ? And this re-
mark is as applicable o the lodies of men and
women, a3 to the stoves and shoes of the present
day. There is no dishouesty ia nature—except
bumaa nature. You cannot persuade the cow
to dilute ber milk, even if you drive her thicugh
the river just before milking Where then
comes the dishonest milk in our cities” Blame
not the siuless brook, nor the innocent bydrant.

cess ?

.11 Isaiab lived iu our day be would aiter bis la-

meniations, be only said o1 old, “our wine is
mized with water.” DBut now as an honest man
be could say, our muk is mized with water, and
vir wine 18 mixed with—O! don’t tell the mix-
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ed the minds of men, that the rare, Aonast medi-
; cine is received with injurions hesitation; thes
seriously interfering with the righteous success
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{ childvem were ressiving Instruction in their Sab-| enlarge no further, than by simply referring to,
| bath. school. ‘
| things was s2 ample reward to thoss who hed|In ' these—high and jow places—deception
| toiled and made persons! sacrifices o secure afand 14 .>d abound' There w truh in ail
"sultable plsce for the worship of God. Bat yes-

Polir'~s. /me, Literature, and even the Pulpit !
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are true yet - ~ Wide is the gate, and broad s
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat” We would like

The pathway of uprightness has
«re a traveller, but our Lord's words

and sieer of the Rev. E. ! in Liverpool as o what measures they will adapt, | to exonerate the. pulpis from such a serious
Our departed gister | but of course they must bui'd agsin. There will| charge. Bat in all cases it cannot be done.
: and serious for years, did | suzely be a ready and genercus response on the | 7hat Minister who is in the habit of preaching

the sermons of others, ver batim, with the design
of obtaining popularity, most certainly is a dis-
honest man' In the same category we place
that man who can sit for years under the sound
of the gospel, without giving a portion of his

all thy might
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Fight though it may cost thy life; !
dom but prevail
Let not Satan’s fiercest strife

Make thee, warrior, faiat or quail.”
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Sunday School Children

The following is the coacludiag portion of the |

preached in May, by the Rev. Samuel Coley : —

Two million and s balf of children are taught
in the Sunday-schools of Britain. O, ye teach-
ers, gather these lambs for Jesus! We want
them for Jesus ; yes, we want them all. Briog
the young children to Jesus. His miracles shall
fill and ballow their inborn love of the marvel-
Narrate how, at His touch, the crumb

shoal. Describe the thrilling scene at the city
gote of Nain. Tell of the towa which for one
pight, like heaven, had no sick in it ; for Jesus
was there, and healed them all. Forget not the
tears of sympathy, and the words of power, that
have made memorable for ever the emptied grave
of Lszarus.

Better than all books of incident and illustra-
tration are the precious parables of Christ. Their
simple forms, their ouching facts, their infinite
applicability, their ever-deepening meaning, fit
them alike for the profoundest sage, and the
untsught child. Tell them of the good Samari-
tan, of the sheep that wandered, of the son that
returned ; nay, leave not one untold, and those
parables, fresh as the face of nature, and ever
new as the song of Leaven, shall win their ears
and bless their hearta.

Amid the ever growing pile of life-literature,
let not slip the ** Great Biography.” Let your
children learn how the gracious youth of “ the
Holy Child” developed into his sinless manbood.
Teach them of the mercy of His deeds, the gen-
tieness of His speech, the kindness of His ways,
and the love of His heart.

Above all, bring them oft to the scene of His |
passion ; cause them to behold Jesus as ** His |
head He on Cal vary bowed.” Pilate wrote three ,
sentences upon the cross ; but Heaven itself in-
scribed another : *“ God in Christ is love.” Ma- |
licious Jew, soornful Greek, and warlike Ro- |
men, failed indeed to read it ; bat doubt not, |
taught by you, and blessed by the Spirit, your
children shall see it, amid the mjsterics of that
solemn hour, cleariy and besutifully s they
would a rainbow on a cioud.

The Gosp+! involves no conditions that a child |
cannot fulfil ; it imposes no requizements that o
child cancot meet. A child way trast is pro-
misee, realize its blessing:, and anticipate its
rewarda,

A maiden by her mothe:’s side one day said,
* 1 fear the judgment ; I know not what to say
to God.” Her little sister, ““ a babe,” to whom
the Father had “ revealed these things,” replied,
“Ikoow. I would tell Him,—

‘ Remember all the dyin, ins
That my Redeemer fcl{ ;m

And let His blood wash out my stains,
Azxd answer for my guilt.’

Apd then,” ssid she, with vivid faith, * God
Almighty, would not have one word to say !”

Yes, the deathof Jesus is the child’s plea ; the
grace of Jesus is the child's strength; pleasing
Jesus is the child’s easiest rule of right ; going
to be with Jesus is the child’s best thought of
heaven.

0, I am auxious about these two miilion and
a balf of children! I shouid be thankful if,
upon some early given Sabbatih, to be preceded
by a week of intercession for children, the usual
routine of all the schools in Engiand were sus-
peunded, acd, in its stead, that day be given to
simultaneous, determined effort to get all these
young people st once to accept of Christ and
decide for God.

Let each school first unite iu sarcest, believ-
ing prayer; then let tender, beart-resching,
tearful addresses, telling the 1ovg of Christ, and
simed &t the one point of bringing all to sccept-
ance of Him, be deiivered; let every teacher
pext individually dea. with his awn class, ex-
plaining and appiywy o eack child the same
trutbs concercing the daviour's clsims, and their
present duty in relation to them. L=t them ua-
derstand that, baving bad the matter so brought
befors them, they can no looger be neutral ; that
Jesus 80 presented musé be either chosen or re-
fused. Throw it upon tbeir consciences. 1 be-
lieve the prophetic description of Messianic
glory would be found true of that Sabbath.

My Lope ie, that suck days of prayer, appeal
and questioning, will become periodical, to be
ever followed by the gatbering of their fruii into
select classes for spinwual nurture, instruction
and gaidance. After some maaner or other we
must wia the youth of our laad for Jesus.

1be city waote them. This dose, at wo die-
tant day drunkenness wouid cesse Lo stagger in
our streets, blasphemy would be silenced, and
the brazen frout of lewdness banished from our
Lighways.

The country wenis them. The youth of the
nation saved, how certain the glory of the na-
tion's future | Then would the homes of the
land be happy, its institutions strong, its policy
hallowed, and all its interests beptised with the
benedictions of heaven.

Tioe church wants them. Great is the work,
and the laborers are few. Stsaodard-bearers
contindally fall ;" rising champions are needed to
bear on the banners of the bost of the Lord.

The worid wants them. Wkc are to dispei
ite darkness, remedy its evils, =.ps away its
tears in the coming age ?

The Saviour wants them. For every one of
them the bitter pains of His passion were en-
dured. For all of taem, in his Leart there is
love ; in His caase there is work ; in His bea-
ven there is rc

And now belsved feliow-workers in the Lord,

!
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your strength, and the blessig of Hesvea the
only unfailing source of your prosperity.
Undersiand and be tue to your principles.
Every institution is t~e shrine of & thought
the incarnation of aa i« =a, the faithful cutwork-
ing of which is ite mis- on. Truth, to it3 cen-
tral and vital principle, s the law of ite being,
and the pledge of its saccess. What are the
principles to which you are bound P  Such as
these :—That godly nurture is essential to any
worthy ducstion ; so that, with-

ption of

out it, all teaching or training must be miser- you woull not then joyously exclaim, * What

ably incomplete and defective ; that Divine truth
is graciously adapted for the very earliest pre-

| sentment to the youtbful mind ; that it is the

duty of the church, as far as possible, to stand |

| in loco parentis to all outesst, unpitied, or un-|
| modate the congregation which has been grow- | means for its support. Nor is the delinquent | disciplined youth ; to become the foster-mother, : for the vision. Amen.
| ing ever since the building of the lste one ; or | subscriber of a religious paper any better.
some of those who desire seats must be shut| -4 rt thou faithful ? then oppose sin and wrong with | OD bersell the culture of the world’s moral or-

and, 80 far as ber means can reach, to take up- |

pbanage ; that it is your duty to work in ber
behalf for this very end.

| and saved ; could you see them worthily faifiil-

iog the duties, and, Dot & few of them, surround-
! ed by'the elegencies of life,—ss I said “ There
| they are " now yrur hearts would swell with
gratitude for Sunday-schools.

But, best of all, could I lift the thick veil of

eternity, aod show you, gethered in imperish-

able sesurity before ibe throme, the harvest fruit
of a jubilee of toil ; could I point to the count-

lees
echool, and say,

glories tent ihither from every Sunday-
* There they are " which of

{ hath God wrought !" which of you would no
humbly and earnestly lay life and strength upon
the altar of this work, and pledge henceforth
aithful fealty to Carist in this His cause ? May
you be true to your duty, though you must wait

The Work of a Church,

Ap aim is as necessary to an asscciation, socie-

luor church, as it is to an individual. Some

As to the highest results, it is & fatal mistake | object must bs defiaitely proposzJ as the ead of

schools as self-contained institutions.
Any chasm between you and the church wilj|

ingly to the churches ! Get the children out of |
the hall into the house, or you will soon bave |
them run into the strest. If, at a suitable age, '
they join not the chureh, that fact may be gene- |
rally taken as sad evidence that they have join- [
ed the world, the mouraful issue of which will|
be, that you will have taught them to resd, and |
the devil will fiud them the bookse. We shall
never be satisfied until our echools become so
elevated in tone, and so spiritually powerful that
they shall be the glorious, catholic, catechume-
nical iostitute of the church.

Cuitivate enlarged views of the greatness, re- |
sponsibilities, and possibilities of your work. |

Think how largely, as a class, you are influ-
ential in mouldiog the nalional mind, and deter-
mining the character of its destiny. Thiak of
results more far-reaching otill : that rude boy,
that child of poverty, reared amid every phase |
of crime,—look at him, as he strokes the dirty |
and matted locks from his brow; his eye|
sparkles with immortality ; the soul shrouded in |
that clay will live when England’s very nasme |
may be forgotten upon the ear:h. U the joy
ineffable of saving souls so precious ! To wipe
8 passing tear gives pleasure. What bliss, then,
must arrive from any fair assurance that instru-
mentally we have shielded such & deathless spirit
from sorrows incalculable, aad bave pioneered its
way to happiuess endless and infinite.

Daily and earnestly seek an increcsing fi'ness
of heart, intellect, and aptness‘for your work.

Jogtiot, solemn dulness—even piety, of :tself,
wiil not do. The work of the day-sciool i oft
showing itself in the clase of the Bunday-sctivol.
Teachers must make themselves well-info:med.
They must now-a-dsys study, read, obscive,
pray, or fail.

{
|

Lhe godly training of youth is owe ot the|
most urgent dutizs ¢f thus age.

Alwaye imporiaant, the circumstances of it ese
daye render it pre-eminently s0. Never coud
its neglect have antsiled more appaliing conse-
quences thau now. If the eatirist wishes to Le
bold a 1ich specimen of keen-eyed cunuing, of

xpeit, shameless, determined vilauy, whither
does he go 1o seek it P Why, 10 the very heart
of thie cities of Christinn Britain. It is true
that in them goodoess, knowledge, and grandeur |
sbound ; but, alas ! ignorance, misery, snd sin |
do ** much wors sbound.” A loud and piercing |
cry arises from youth perishing for lack of know- |
ledge in the dimu alleys snd pent up courts of our |
crowded siums and rookeries. Withio a lxom'e!
cast of many a palace,—almost in the shadow off
many a sanctuary,—I could lead you to loath-|
some and infected dweilings, where hundreds of
poor children are trained for jeil and educated
for the gallows. Thousands know nothiog of
parentsi control, except that it drives them fortn |

e {
to beggary or ciime in the streets. Broughtup |
amid coarse maoners, impure !anguage, ln'ﬁ%
scenes of intsmpersnce, their ouly knowledge of |
God is derived from the blasphemies which in-|
sult Him, and their oaly ides of eternity ficm |
the scoffs which deride it. |

The very advantages of these times involve
also responsibilities and dangers

We are surrounded by remarkable develop-
ments of buman power. Forces new and uncal-
culated are acting upon society. Do I ergee
evil from this P In no wise :-yet thai evil come
uot, we must play the msn. Koowledge is a0
longer monopoly ; the keys i ber treasure may
hang at the beggar's belt. Would 1 forbid this ?'
No ; let science shed its beams, let learning fiing |
rays into the dampest celiars and darkest mincs |
of our lend ; ouly let us labor to prevent the 105
easily confiding poor snd heir offspring from
being misled by sny ignis fafuus of falsehood :
let us labour to throw iu upon their bomes ke
boly light of heavea.

The fetters of mind are broken ; and, io thete
days, opinioa and sentimeat, Rusiackled, circu-
late free as the breeze. Would I reforge aad
reciasp the fetters P No : let us ardentiy, faith-
faily, seduiously toil to give expazsica w0 truth
and good. The masses have & growing, an ove:-
weening estimate of their gisnt strength. Would
I repress them again into serfs and ciphera 7 No;
bat 1 would urge upon you the imperative duty
of more earnest {sbouring among them for their
enlightenment and principling. Apostles of
unbelief and issubordination bave often gone
forth, with a zeal which ought to strike at once
shame and terxror imtc the iethargic bearts of
many who enrei themseives ae friends of religion
sud bumanity. Such men dissemmate princi-
ples which, uniess counteracted by the benign
influence of the Gospel, would oune day upheave
the foundations of our social state, and shake to
the very base those noble institutiohs which an-
cestral virtue has beqaathed to us. Would |
gag them by stringent laws P No ; let ua cut- [
labour, cutreason, cutlive them.

Dean Kirwan was once announced to advocate
the eause of an orphan esylum. The dsy came,
but the eicqueat orator found himeelf in such
extreme debility, that, though no dissussion
could keep bim from going to fulfl bis pledge,
be bad to be aimost carvied iato the pulpit, and,
when there, was bopeiesaly uasbie to sttempt o
sermon, with & great effort, rising to his full
beight, and stretching his quivering hend to-
wards the children, amid the breathiess silence
of the waiting crowd, be exclaimed itk tremau-
lous voice, ** There theyare | There they are !
| There they wre !” Those ptaictive tones aad
simple words thrilied ail who heard them ; and
that brief sppeal, strong in it touching wesk-

|

I

let me address tu you soms eurpest words of
kindly exhortation

Ever keep in mind that these instidutions are
the outgrowth of religious seal, and thai nothing
else can keep life in them.

The power of the Sunday-school is its evaz.
gelism. The Gospel is its wender-working rod.
As to mere letter learning apd reading, day-
schools will scon meke you obsolets, and the
soonet the better. Your work is moral, not M-
terary.  You are mighty in joar lesson-book,
the Bible; in your sim, salvation; in your

partments of buman enterprize. But we shall

ness, a8 the coin fournd ia the boxes testified,
| served the charity better than the longest, loud-
| est discourse ever made in its behalf bad don:
befors. _

O couid I reaily make you see the children
who are pevishidgamid the feculent homes snd
ill sssocistious of this mighty Babylon, how the
sight woald sppal and oppress you! Could 1
poiat to theai eod ezy, « There Wiy ard I” the
impuise #ould be irresinmible, you -wéuid’ bo-up
sod * Bast 10 the reseues | - < di =

Could I thea bring before you in glad proces-

eid Do

‘Npc, God. Thse spirit of piety is the lock of

T

| tween the ideal and the real!

| tors cannot do !

|to offect independency of churches, and work | .ore and labor, else precious enesgies will lie idle

or run to waste. These sre maxims well under-
stood by ail who have considered the connection

| be like & broken arch in a bridge ; your young | ghich the Supreme Master has established be-
iiclurge, when they come up to it, will drop ,oeen privilege and responsibility.
through into the flood. Who would build s

So far 8s the secular organgistions are conm-

Anpual Sermon for the Sunday-School Union, | vestibule to stand alone P O, ever join vn lov- | cerned, their very tiilss commonly imply the ob-

jects which they are 1o attain. The stockhold-
ers, managecs, aad officers are uufied Ly one
purpose, anl they work together under its pro-
pulsion. Is there suy resson wby a church

{ should be e exception to all other forms of as-

sociated action? [s its mere existence its own
| sufficieut end? Does it live simply;for the sake
of living, or should it have a plaa, a purpose, and
a work ? Are the members, officers, and pastor
of s church united for repose, or is it their com-
mon an. individusl duty to sirive together for the

| furtherance of the gospei ?

Ia the kingdom of Christ, that which is spi-
ritual is first; afterward, that which is natural
The activity of religious faith is primary and es-
sential to all forms of success. A church whose
members watch and pray and wait for the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit, and who strive to mag-
nify the grace of salvation, will be prospered
beth in spiritualities and temporalities.

Oa the other band, a church that foregoes the
joys of spiritual labor, and relies upon merely
temporal means and expedients, may be bailt up,
but it will be on sandy foundations. It may bhave
an atiractive preacher, a fashionable member-
ship, artistic mnsic, and a full pew-rental; but
where are the converts over which it shouid re-
joice? How much and how far is it edified by
the truth? Where are its evidences of self-de-
nial fdr the Master's sske? A church of this
sort regards religion as a sentimental luxury,
and therefore it is dead whule it lives,

A true charch hes a work, and it knows what
that work is. It seeks to guide the young, to
gsther in the outcasts, to weicome the wanderer
to the fold, aud to build upon the chief Corper
stone the imperishable walls of spiritnal Z.on,

Bat alss ! how wide the separating spacs be-
How many pas-
tors there are well-nigh paraiyzed by the seem-
ing impaosmbility there is of persuading the
churches to which they minister, that these
churches bave something to do which their pas-
The main difficulty here is oc-
casioned by the indifference or immobility of
church cfficers. What can a pastor do, if he is
unsupported by the men who are ordained to as-
sist him? What can be hope to do, if the negli-
gence, ndifference, and slothfulness of leaders
or descius are made examples for the imitation
of an entire church ?

We have ofien marvelled at this strange thing
—that men who are quick to feel and acknow-
ledge their personal responsibiiities in secular
matters, eeem to feel none at all when chosen to
official positions in the church. They are punc-
tual, prompt. energetic, and faitbful in weetirg

demands of business, but are without promp-

’zimdo, punctuality, energy or faithfuloess as of-

ficers in Christ’s church. In the worid they are
pstierne of zea!; in the church they are the very
reverse

No#, it i3 essy to say, in exp am tion of this
opprassive fact, that @ want of spirituality is the
sole and sufficient cause of the evil above men-
ticned. Bat such an explanation would be de-
ceptive, if it should be accepted. What is want-
ed s such au ivternal organization of energies,
sptitudes, and gifts in each particular church, as

{ will provide specific work for all. Life stagnates

without work. It oaght, therefore, to be consi-
dered by pastors and church-officers that it is
uot only their daty to lsbor in spiritual things,
but aleo to designate ways 1n which others may
be empioyed upon the epiritual edifice. In this
couaection a greve responsibility rests upoa the
eidership, for that ie the (ffice which mekes or
unmakes & chvich —Chnistian Indglligencer.

A Tribute to Methodism.

The following triendly article appeared in the
British Standard, bearing the signature of a
leading Congregationalist Minister, Dr. Morton
Brown. The friendly hints which it contains
will, we are certain, be received in the spirit in
which they are given :—

If any of our readers have had occasion to
visit Birmingham during the past week, they
must have been struck, at ccrtain periods of the
day, with the namber of gentlemen in the streets
with white eravats, close-fitting waistcoats, and
clerically-cat coats. In this age of peripatetic
philosopby, and divinity too, when British As-
sociations, Soeial Science gatherings, Royal
Agricultural Societies, and clerical meetings are
found -ongregating anmually. in different parts
of the country, the inquiry at Birmingham would
be natural, What branch of the Church is now
bolding convocation here ? For, of the clerical
chatacter of the gentleman met by dozens and
scores on the streets, there can be no question,
while ax'to the portion of"the Church to which
they belong, you need not long be in doubt ; for
all Birmingham is conversant with the great oc-
Icasion—=the anmual assembiy of the Wesleyan
Conference

The seasou is 3 suggestive one ; the meeting
of such a vast, influential, and useful body of
Christian men and Ministers demands thought,
and leads to earnmest inquiry, gratitude, aad
praise, Wesleyanism is now a great fact—not
only in England, but nearly in all parts of the
world. This wpique ecclesiasticism, compara-
tively modern, with an energy and activity all
its own, bespeaking the divine life within it, and
indicating its amazing adaptedness 10 the reli-
gious and spiritual wanots of buge masses of
wankind, now stands before the Church and the
world claiming attention aud deserving respect.
If usefulness is worthy of esteem, Wesleyanism
bas been userul; if earnest concern for the
spiritual well being of men deserves admiration
ind demands gratitude, Wesleyanism has been
50 earnestly concerned. We differ in our view
of Charch polity gnd in some of the phases of
Christian doctrine from our Wederan Lrethren,
but we know enough of them and of their la-
bours for the Master, to make us thankful for
their services and to lead us to rejoice in their

fuccess.
" Rather beiter than a busdred and tweaty
years ago, a prim, sharp, scrupulously neat little

sion the thousands who have been imstrusted

mas, after having paid a visit to Georgis %

:phem'h the Gospel to the Indians, x:emrned to
England and commenced a career of :;«e{ulnf“,
ed, in systemisation
historv of
country Woesle
: with his all but equaliv g fted .brother, Charlcs

the hyvmnologist of Methodism, has giveu

i some respects uncuail

in the ur

ical

yhn

unsurpassed euciesias

I'bat wan was Jo v, who

pame to the manifold family of Wesleyaniswm
Jobn Wesler, withal. was by nomeans a Preach
|er distinguished for m:amric;l power, or re-
markable in any way for the impression he pro-
J duced by external earuestness and vehewmence,
a foature which has been supposed to be indi-
genous to Weslevanism O the contrarv, calm
unimpassioned, but clear, distinct, and remark
ably ‘“innin: and convincing in his address,
goi;h_v thrnugb the length’ and breadth of the
country, calling on men to repent, to believe,
and have peace,—appealing to the conscience,
and unto'fding with beautiful -simplicity and
precision what he held to be the truth as it1sin
Jesus, everywhere be was tollowed by crowds,
and nowhere did he appear without leaving in
the bearts of bundreds abiding impressions of
the worth of the soul and the necessiy of sal-
vation. Whitefield was the orator ot the age,
Wesley was the expovnder of the perod ; White-

agitated the land from one end of it to the other,

societies in all parts ot the country, gathering
around them, as around common centres, crowds
of converts, and creating in a lifetime a new and

gone on growing, scattering, and gatherug in all
parts of the world

The system ot Wesleyanism, indeed, is as re-
markable as the success of Wesleyanism has been |
abundant. Forming into Classes, under some
experienced Leader, the new converts with|
whom they shall regularly meet, before whom |
rehearse their experience, and under whose in- |
fluence from time to time their zeal is kindled |
afresh, the very heart and kernel of Methodist |
life lies in well-worked experience Classes. |
These classes, again, are united into Societi:-s.f
or,as Congregationalists would say,into Churches, |
where, combinedly, they meet to select their’
stewards or lay office-bearers, and do olhcr}
Denominational work—the Lord’s Supper being |
administered by the Wesleyans as in the Church
of England. These Societies, again, cembine
in Circuits, and the Circuits in Districts—form-
ing together over the face of the whole country
a complete ecclesiastical net-work, making its
returns of members, schools, and Missionary
operations, annually to Conference. The Wes- |
leyan people have no direct voice in sclecting
Ministers, though they are free to nominate such
as they would desire to be sent to them Con-

ference maps out and forwards into all parts
Ministers, both superintendent and assisiant |
Ministers ; while the longest period in which they
may the shortest one
year: a system which has both its advantages
and disadvantages, inasmuch as it severs from |
the people many who have just become reci-
procally attached and in the midst ot great use-
fulness. On the other hand, where there is
dissatisfaction between Ministers and people, it
relieves both parties and secures peace.

One of the most remarkable features of Wes-
leyanism, to a careful, unprejudiced student of
the whole system, is its power ot combination.
Once in the network of Wesleyanism, and it is
scarcely possible for any one to dissever them-
selves from the body. There is a life and force
about its mechanism as powerful to combine as
Jesuitry, without a particle of its deceit or de-
structiveness. In fact, the secret of this cen- |
tralising uniting influence, lies in its setting all |
to work, from the youngest to the oldest of ili‘
members and adherents, all being made to feel, |
in giving their weekly penny and quarterly
shilling, that the success of Methodism rests upon
them. There is something grand in this awaken-
ing, interesting, emergizing system. It touches
into life and fruitfulness every particle of the
world which it occupies ; every link in the chain
of its operations it electrifies,—making little and
large alike to feel that they are needed, that

without their belp the whole is less efficient, and
that only with the constant and well-strained
work of all, is the whole strong and usefu!

Here is the power of combination. Why, each
experience Class, like an elephant’s trunk, in its
locality can pick up and bring into the building
a mite-like member, as surely and as truly asir

can accept and use the giant elephant himself |
in membership. This is the perfection of eccle-

siastical mechanism ; one of the finest illustrations
in the whole Church of God of the power of
combination. The Established Church accepts |
territory, Wesleyanism immortal souls: the|
Established Church calls parochial landmarks |
the indications of the limits of its labours, Wes-

remain is three years,

|
\
|
|

former glorifies itselt in being the Church of the |
soil, the latter, in common with all unestabiished
denominations in the land, ciaims to be a Church
for the soul,—believing that, once get people’s
hearts, and all eise foilows, without either sword
or prison to compel their support.

1

Hence in connection with Wesieyanism, as
might have been expected, the money-power is a
mighty one. Methodists know the meaning of
the Scotch proverb, * Many litties makes a muc-
kle.” On this tbhey act, and from the pennies
and shillings annually, they ecount their thous-

suds of pounds. Not that in this they exclude |
the pound giver, or the thousand pound donors. |
No: the pressure is carefaily proportioned to
each link, and ita power to bear, in their chain
of instrumentality ; and the consequencs is, that
perhaps more than in all other denominations in
existence, Wesleyan Methodism is found wise-
ly eultivating its fleld of benevolent giving and
doing. Its talented members are everywhere led
forth into Local Preachers, and its rich members
into responsible trustees, made to use wisely their
weaith as good stewards in the kingdom. While,
for example, among ourselves, as Congregation-
alists, we have soarcely squeezed the fringes of
the well-steeped garment of our wealth for God,
our Wesleyan brethren, yeazly, and at stated pe-
riods of special appeal, show to the whole Church
that they have found the key, and bave only 10
ase it in order to bave the coffers of the sautuary
filled to running over, Well would it be for our |
Charches, if our Congregational Union, at its an-

nual and autumnal meetings, were to devote its

practical wisdom to questions of Church growth |
and finance, instead of evaporating ability on

general questions of the Moment, or filling up the

time with subjects likely to save from divisions,

and satisfying merely by allowing as many as pos- |
sible to have a say about them. Mettodism is!
the cutgrowth and result of sauctified en:busi- |
asm. And a marvellous power for gooa, when |
properly directed, enthusiasmis ! “ Every great |
and commanding mdvement in the anaals of the

world,” says EMERSON, * is the trinmph of en-

thusiasm.” * Nothing,” says BULWER, * ja s0 |
contagious as enthusiaem ; it is the real ellegory |
of the tale of OnrmrUe ; it moves stones, i
charms biutes. Eothusissm is the genius of
sincerity, and truth sceomplishes a0 thori-'
without it.” In the eurly duyw'of Methodism,

enthusissm withy 1ne peuple rushied mio extrs-

vagance, snd . seened of sirafige: wid- u nwakd'
excilement was ite resuit. b it the ex-itement

|

was contagious, and the entiusiasw was over-

field aroused, Wesley attached ; Whitefield |

Wesley planned and systematised—planting |

mighty Denomimation, which, ever mace, has |

tribute
leyanism calculates its power by converts, and |,

every oue of these becomes a coutinuous land
mark of its hving and abiding influence. The | be
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