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AL GIBONS O PRAVER,

Sovereign R"_nad’ tor
Clouded and Dejected

he

" Spirits.
.
his
: @ibbons  resumed
. Cardinal Cathedral in
Fpontbly sermous at the He

ober 2nd.

e on S:tlm‘se congregation
the Feast of the Guar-
The text was taken
the tenth verses of
Mat-

;.mmor
ed to
and spoke on
Angels.
:i::l the first to g
1he eighteenth c?mPtef ? .
thew. He said in part : P
We are told in the Book o o
that the patriarch Jacob in nh 1;
byad & vision in which he behe! a
:dder extending from earth to he:—
and the angels of God i?scen -
k. and descending. This vision re-
ingls to us the dignity of prayer
ve: the ministry of the angels of
‘nd who bear our prayers to' -the
fhom,ne of grace and return bringing
s benedictions from our Heavenly
F?l'l::rs;ame ministry of the nn.gels is
referred to in the Book of Tobias, We
e told there that the angel I.(Br
unel in human shape, uccon}panlcd
::ey’oung Tobias on a long' journey
gand on his return revealed. himself to.
the elder Tobias and said to him:
«prayer with fasting is good. When
thou didst pray with tears and b:hry
the dead, when thou didst leave thy
dioner and bury the dead', 1 offered
thy prayers to the Lord.’
ﬁumble and earnest prayer—for
this is the only sort of pra_ver‘ worth
considering—is the source of light to
{he mind, of comfort to the heart and
of strength to the will. By prayer
we ascend, like Moses, to the holy
mountain, - There He removes the
scales from our eyes. He dispels the
¢louds of passion, of prejudice and of
ignorance which envelopes us. Z.He
sheds a flood of light upon us which
enables us to  see things as they
really are. i

MAN'S LITTLENESS REVEALED.

Standing on that mountain, we see
the shortness of time and how it
passes like a shadow, and we see the
immeasurable length of eternity. We
are penetrated with a sense of t.he
greatness of God alone and the .ht-
tleness of man, and if we perceive
anything attractive in him it is be-
cause he is shining with, borrowed
light. We observe how paltry and
trifing are all things earthly, since
they are passing away; and, like
the beloved John, we get a glimpse
of the heavenly Jerusalem. It s
time, indeed, that outside of prayer
we acknowledge these truths.

But it is only in prayer that we
fully realize them and relish them
and that the words of the Apostle
are brought home to us: ‘“We have
2ot here a lasting city, but we scek
one that is to come.’”

It was while St. Paul was in &an
estacy of prayer that was revealed
to him the mysteries of the King-
dam of Heaven and was given him
an insight of the glory to come :
“Which eye has not seem mor ear
beard nor the heart of man is eble
1o conceive,””

8t. Thomas Aquinas was one of the
most eminent scholars which. Chris-
timity has produced in nineteen cen-
turies. His vast mind ranged over
the entire fields of theology and phi-
losophy, g works are an inex-
haustihle storehouse  for statesmen
d divines. Being asked one day
*hat was  his favorite book, St.
Thomas replied that he acquired more
kowledge by meditating at the foot

of the cross than from any other
ource,

KNOWLEDGE OF SIN BY PRAYER.

While we need not expect that God
¥ill reveal to us in prayer, as He did
 St. Paul and St. Thomas, the
Vsteries of the kingdom, He & will
lighten ug on g subject far more
“ul and profitable to us. He will
d His searchlight into tho hidden
® of our souls and disclose to
our hidden sing and transgres-
" our imperfections and ‘short-

g8, our vanijtjes and ill
will ¢ )

4 Hampg

| musical fabric as fine and delicate as
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dejection of spirits. Is any one sad]
'lmong you? Let him pray. Prayer
is & source of comfort to our hearts.
How can we as children approach eur
Heavenly Father, the Father of mer-
cies and the God of all consolation,
without feeling a gense of security
and confidence !

¥ou are not obliged to have a
friend to present you at court, for no
one knows you better than your Cre-
ator. He who fashioned you knows
the clay of which you are made.

You are not compelled to wait for
an audience. Your Heavenly Father
never nods nor sleeps- He is never
preoccupied or engaged. He is al-
ways at home and ready to receive

you, ’I‘hg eyes of the Liord are upoa
the just, and His ears are open to
their prayers. You can speak to

Him in church and out of church, at
home and abroad, by day and by
night.

ELOQUENCE UNNECESSARY.

And when you enter into the pre-
sence of the Most High you are not
required to present your petition in
choice language and well-sounding
periods. Those so-called eloquent
prayers of which we sometimes read
in the papers I fear do not go far-
ther than their authors intended them.
to reach. They tickle the ears of
men, but do not pierce the clouds.
The prayer that moves our Heavenly
Father is that which spontaneously
flows from the heart, such as the
prayer of the publican when he ex-
claimed : ‘O God, be merciful to me,
a sinner !"’ or the prayer of David :
‘“Have mercy on me, O God, accord-
ing to Thy great mercy.”

Te sum up, prayer is the noblest
and most sublime act%n which man
can be engaged, because it exercises
the highest faculties of the soul, the
intellect and the swill. It brings us
in communication with the greatest
of beings—God Himself. It is the
channel of heaven’s choicest blessings,
It is the mystical ladder which Ja-
cob saw reaching from earth to hea-
ven, angels ascending with our peti-
tions and descending with heavenly
gifts. Tt ‘gives all access to our
Heavenly Father at all times, in all
places, and under all circumstances.
In a word, prayer renders us co-ope-
rative with our Creator in the moral
government of the world, since mar
of the events of life are shaped by
our entreaties. The affairs of man-
kind are decreed from all eternity,
and the eternal decrees themselves
are determined by the prayers of His
servants. ‘‘Prayer moves the hand
that rules the universe.”’

A Tone-Poem After Poe.

Mr. Henry F. Gilbert, who has
been associated with Mr. Farwell in
the promotion of the movement look-
ing to the recognition of the younger
school of Amerifan composers, is,
like his fellow-musician, a thorough-
going independent in his ideas and
practices. For him,+too, the stereo-
typed and the usual have no artistic
usefulness whatsoever. * His imagina-
tion is most keenly aroused by the
modern and the contemporary
poetry and thought; so that
finds him resorting continually,
inspiration and stimulus, to
masters of the present
linck, Flaubert, Veraine. One of
his most vivid and effective works
is an aria, highly colored and of
intense dramatic expression, based
upon a passage from Flapbert’s ‘“Sa-
lammbo.”” 1In the latest issue of
the Wa-Wan publications Mr. Gilbert
is represented by an extended para-

m
one
for
such
as Maeter-

phrase, for piano, of Poe's prose
fantasy, ‘“‘The Island of Fay.”’ Mr.
Gilbert has found a congenial and

quickening theme for musical elabo-
ration in the poet’s conception of a
magical episode of enchanted forest
depths and mysterious fairy pre-
sences, and he has woven about it a

gossamer. He has caught admirablyl
the mood of dream and remote elu-
siveness conveyed by the words, and
has composed a tone-paraphrase of
unquestionable beauty and vividness.
There are many passages of lingering

- has an invariable

individuality. It is
Mr. Gilbert will

COMBES LATEST - PLANS

He Hopes to Mulct and Cripple
the Church in France.

According to the latest cable ad-
vices from Paris, it is not considered
likely now that Premier Combes will
draft a scheme of his own for the
separation of Church and State, but
will submit a scheme drawn by Aris-
tide Briant and thus.secure a double
advantage. If the bill is defeated
the government need not resign,
while if it is adopted it can find plen-
ty of excuses for delaying its execu-
tion. M. Briant, in giving the
broad outlines of his scheme, says:

‘“The budget of worship will be
suppressed, but the unconfiscated part
will be devoted to pa the pen-
sions of actual ministers of worship
and the balance will go for the less-
ening of taxation of small farmers,
who form the chief support of the
Church.

“If the Church has inspired these
farmers with a lively faith

ing

she can
recover the monev as individual, but
no longer as collective, contribu-
tions. TIf the farmer is not sufficient-
ly fervent to make a personal sacri-
fice it is not the duty of the State
to supply him with faith,

““‘In regard to the church buildings,
they will be leased to actual holders
for ten years, but the tenants will
have to keep them in complete re-
pair at their own expense for that
time. The transitional period = of
ten years should be enough to enable
the churches to make other definite
arrangements for the future.

““Considerable license will be

al-
lowed the clergy for the purpose of
grouping themselves into associa-

tions. There may be parish and dio-
cesan associations, why not national
ones ? This would enable the rich
parishes to help support poor ones,
and form a solidarity not much prac-
tised in the Church in France at pre-
sent.

“In regard to the supervision of
worship, the State will forbid all
ministers from turning religious ser-
vices into political meetings. Tn their
sermons they must not attack the
President, the Ministers or the Cham-
bers, nor foment a rising against the
execution of law. In their private
capacity, however, they will enjoy
the same liberty as other citizens for
the expression of political views.

‘“The question of dealing with ex-
ternal signs, religious emblems and
processions is left to municipdlities.
The usage in regard to clerical cos-
tume is left free, but loses its pri-
vileges in regard to the legal
oath which each may take according
to - his conseience.”’

———

THE  PRIESTHOOD.

(By PERE EYMARD.)

The priesthood is the most sub-
lime dignity on earth. It is far
above that of kings. Its empire is
over souls, its arms are spiritual, its
goods are divine, its glory is that
of Jesus Christ Himself. Its power
is divine. The priesthood engenders
souls to grace and for eternal life, It
has the keys of Heaven and Hell. It
possesses all )power over Jesus Christ
Himself, whom it daily brings down
from Heaven upon the altar.

It has, in the name of Jesus Christ,
every gracious power. It can par-
don all sins, and Almighty God has
promised to always ratify its sen-
tence in Heaven. O formidable pow-
er, divine power, which cpmm&nds
even God Himself ! The angel is the
servant of the priest. The lemon
trembles before him. Earth / looks
upon him as its savior, and Heaven
as the prince that acquires for it the
elect.

Jesus Christ has made him His se-
cond sell. He is a God by partici-
pation. He is Jesus Christ in ac-
tion. The priesthood is the holi

of states. The life of the priesthood

ought to be in accord with its dig-
nity. How pure ought to-be the
priest’s  life | ‘‘Purer,” says St.
Chrysostom, “‘than the rays of the
sun;’” wn

it Qg‘htwbo‘m
ftoelfs o ;

is of himself only misery, sin and
nothingness. The charity of the
priest ought to be great as God Him-
self, Who has appointed him His
minister of charity and mercy on
earth. His gentleness ought to be
that of his good Master, Whom the
people called Sweetnoss, Whom  the
children loved as goodness itself.

He raises up the ruins of this mag-
nificent edifice, and makes of it the
masterpiece of grace, the object of
God’s complacency. Man baptized
becomes again a child of God. Man
sanctified becomes an honorable mem-
ber of Jesus Christ, the spiritual
King of the world. The priest con-
tinues the Savior’s mission on earth.
At the altar, he continues and per-
fecgs the Sacrifice of Calvary, and
applies to souls its divine fruits of
salvation. In the confessional, he
purifies the soul in the Blood of Jesus
Christ, and engenders them to
holiness of Tlis love.

the

he proclaims His truth, Fis Gospel
of love. He reflects upon the rays
of that Divine Sun, which enlightens
the man of good will, and renders
him fruitful in good works

At the foot of the tabernacle the
priest adores his God, hidden through
love, as the angels adore Him in
glory. There he prays for his people.
He is the powerful mediator between
God and the poor sinner. In the
world the priest is the friend of the
poor, and, like his Divine Master,
the consoler of the afflicted, the sick.
He is the father of all. He is the
man of God. How charming. how
lovely is the mission of the priest !
It consists in establishing on' earth
the reign of truth, of holiness, of the
love ¢ God.

It is to do good to

man, But how holy the priest
ought to be worthily to serve the
God of sanctity, and not, like: the

angels, to lose himself through pride
in his own dignity.

How can the priest acquire that
supereminent sanctity ? — By Jesus
Christ. Christ loves His
priest. He is prodigal toward him
of all His graces, all His favors. The
eagle flies with more ease and power
than does the tiny bird. Its strength
lies in its wings. The strength of
the priest is in the royal love of its
Master, Jesus Christ.—Michigan Ca-
tholic,

Jesus

OBITUARY.

On Monday, Oct,
ed away Mrs.,
Gilligan, at the age of
The funeral took place from the
family residence, 22 Sanguinet
street, on Wednesday morning, to
St. Patrick’s Church, where a Re-
quiem Mass was chanted. Interment
took place at Cote des Neiges Ceme-
tery.. R.I.P.

10th, there pass-
lligan, wife of John

72

years,

The death of a well-known resident
of the East End, in the person of
Mr. John Geehan; took place on Sun-
day, October 9th. The deceased was
a native of the County Monaghan,
and had spent many years in Mont-
real. The funeral, which took place
on Tuesday morning to St. Mary’'s
Church, was largely attended. Inter-
ment took place at Cqte des Neiges,
R.IP.

On October 4th, there passed away
one of the oldest residents of St.
John’s, Newfoundland, in the per-
son of Denis Dooley. Mr. Dooley was
of the good old Irish stock, and emi-
grated to St. John’s some 52 years
ago, from the County Waterford, Ire-
land. e was a prominent husiness,
man at the Capital, and was res-
pected for his integrity, and sterling
qualities of head and heart. He was
a model citizen, and a man that
the community will greatly miss,

Mr. Dooley leaves a widow and five

children—onec son, Mr. Michael J,
Dooley, and four daughters, one of
whom is Sister Bernard of the
Mercy Convent. Shortly before he
died Rev. Father MacNamara and

Rev. Father O’Connor administered
the rites of the church, while Sister
Bernard was also present. Inter-
ment took place at Belvedere Ceme-
tery. R.IP,

In the pulpit b

that of St. Agnes’ Academy, con-
ducted by the Sisters of the Congre-
gation of Notre Dame,
completed her education, she entered
the profession of a teacher, which
she followed until the day before her
death. The funeral service was held
in the parish ehurch of St. Brigide,
Rev. Father St. Pierre, P.P., offici-
ating, assisted by Rev. Father Lan-
gelier, of Farnham, and Rev. Father
Polan, of St, Patrick’s Church, this
city. Miss McCormick was a sister-
in-law of Mr. Daniel Maloney, of
this city, and leaves a large circle

Alter having

of friends and acquaintances, by
whom she is most sincerely regret-
ted. R.I.P.

—_———

Irelqnd’s Mitude to Canada,

Tribute to Hon. Edw, Blake

In view of the splendid success of
Mr." John Redmond’s meeting in
ronto, Ottawa, Montreal, The
Dublin Journal gives ex-
pression to the gratitude of Ireland

To-
and
Freeman's

to Canada in a long article from
which we make some extrac ts.

“It is plain,”’ says our contempo-
rary, “from the reports which we
elsewhere publish, that the mission
of Mr.Redmond and hig colleagues to,

America has proved ag brilliantly
successful in Canada as in the United
States. It is an omen, not without
significance and encouragement, that
the .chair at the Ottawa
was taken by the Hon. .J

who was the

meeting
. Costigan,
first to move ana carry
in the Canadian Dominion a resolu-
tion in favor of Home Rule, which
has proved the prelude of a long pro-
cession of similar resolutions, Never
once, or for a moment, has Canada
wavered or faltered in her dete
tion to fight the battle

rmina-
of Irish Home

Rule to the end. 1In the days of
bitter depression Canada was full
of sympathy and encouragement,
Even dissension in 1ycland could not
depress or alienate Canadian suppor-
ters. Tt was in those dismal days
that Canada sent her most distin-
guished son, the ITon Edward Blake,
to represent Canadian sympathy in
the Irish Nationalist Party Nover
did a more valuable hoon pass from
one nation to another. My Blake
has indeed been a tower ol strength

in the party and out of it
to the House of Commons

He came
with the
prestige of a brilliant reputation ag
orator and®statesman
country,

in his own
The value of such an allj-
ance to the Irish Party is not to be
denied.

manlike e

His moderation and states-
Xpositions secured a multi-
tude of valuable disciples. His very
presence and character were the most
effective contradiction to the absurd
suggestion current the
newspapers, that Trish
would mean an orgie
violence,

in U'nionist

Rule
of irresponsible
an unintelligent and incom-
petent Parliament, unable to check
or guide & turbulent people

Home

The spirit of sympathy is
fresh and untiring in Canada.
brilliant receptions accorded
Irish delegates, the

still
The
the
enthusiasm of the
meetings, and the largeness of the
subscriptions are conclusive
that the sympathy of Canada has
not cooled as years went by. All
classes in the political and social life
of the city of Montreal were repre-
sented at the meeting or on the plat-
form. There were members and min-
isters, and only a previous e
ment, as he wrote, prevented the
Premier from being in attendance.
Such devotion and such fidelity to
the Irish movement in Canada can-
not fail to gradually react on Bri-
tish opinion. This is no case of for-
eign State, but of
dency. The excuse is not here avajl-
able that a Presidential election
evokes a ﬂu‘itiou’s display of sym-
pathy with the sole purpose of catch-
ing the Irish vote. Great Britain
boasts, not without reason, of the
good-will and loyalty of Canada: and
Canada knows that to the British
Government a Unionist manifesto
would be far more welcome than a
Nationalist. But on this subject it
is plain that Canada feels too strong-

to

proof

ngage-

a British depen-

On September 14th, a well krown

ite unexpectedly, in thé person of
e McCormick, daughter of

ignara mali,

Iy to’ disgui her feelings. “Hand
miseris succurrere dis-
€0.”” ' Everv one of the British colo-

nies strongly favors Home Rule. Buff

there is none truer or more constant
than Canada, and none whose sym- |

pathy s constantly and so plainkyj

‘| feast

affection, we accord  with all our »
heart

POPE TO -FRENCH PILGRIMS,

Text of the Holy Father's
Speech to the Pilgrimage
on September 8,

The Holy Father's speech to  the
French pilgrims on Sept. 8 deserves
publication in full. 1t is a sample
of the sweet dignity and love with
which the Holy Father recoives his
children, and makes one think of
the days we read of in the country
about Jerusalem when the people
flocked around our Divine Tord to
be taught and fed and comforted, to
their eyves on his adorable
countenance and their ears with the
magic of His gentle voice,

The thousands

who come to the
feet of Pius X. leave their hearts
there. But here is his address to
the French pilgrims as fatherly as
mortal man ever uttered, full of au-
thority as it is of peace and good
will:

“Welcome, beloved ones, who come
for the thirty-fourth time to vener-
ate the tombs of the Apostles, and
to bring comfort by your presence to
the successor of St. Peter,

“We thank you, Monseigneur, for
having placed _\‘()\H‘.‘“‘” at the head
of the pilgrimage, and for having ex-
pressed to us in so noble terms the
sentiments which animate the Catho-
lics of France,

“We cannot tell you, dear pilgrims,,
how acceptable to us is the homage
of your'fidelity and devotion. This
fidelity and manifest
acts; even
at the price of heavy sacrifices, you
take count the

venerated

devotion you
not by words only, but by

of recommendations

of our

predecessor, who
wished to see every year at the Vati-
can the representatives of working-
class France, ”
“We are pleased that vou put into
practice the Christian popular action
the teachings of the Holy Apostolic
See, which are those of the Gospel
of our TLord Jesus Christ, * Our sat-
isfaction increases further, inasmuch
as you take for the base of all your
works the holy fear of God, the ob-

servation of His Divine Law, the
practice of Christian virtues, and the
frequentation of the Sacraments, Be
assured, if the

in  vain

beloved sons,
build the
those labor who put stone
to erect

that

Lord house,

not

on stone
it: if the Lord keep not the
city, in vain the soldiers watch to
defend it from the threats of the
enemy; and all work is frujtless with-
out the blessing of GGod,

““Descendants

of those sons of
France who were faithful to the
Church, devoted without reserve to

the Chair of Peter, ever readv to de-
fend and propagate the true and the
good, be not degenerate heirs. Not-

withstanding the difficulties and sac-
rifices which to-day. above all, you
must face, be ever generous in the
certainty that in that manner Yyou
work not only for vour own happi-
ness, but for the prosperity of
your country,

“‘History, in truth, proves it: the

epochs gt which France attained the
splendor of glory, in which she pour-
ed upon her children, with the joys
S0 pure of peace, the advantages of
the most solid prosperity, have been
those in which she listened to the sa-
lutary counsels of the Church. In
the shadow of the banner which led
her to victory she merited the glori-
ous title of Eldest Iraughter of the
Church, and exercised throughout the
entire world the benefits of her in-
fluence. The Church was always
happy to applaud lovingly this glory.
Is it necessary to repeat it, beloved
sons ?—this love of the Holy See for
your country, despite everything, is
always living in our hearts; and
were it necessary we would accept
suffering to assure the well-being
and greatness of your country,

‘“Taught by the lessons of the past,
enlightened as to the dangers of the
present, inspiring yourselves, above
all, by the pracepts of your Faith,
hold yourselves always most losely
attached to the Church and tHe Holy
See, sure of _thus arriving at true
prosperity. ’t. is by-that means yow
will bring down on yourselves  and
your country the blessings of Hea-
ven; and will hasten the coming of
days less sad and agitated.

“‘In this hope, and as pledge of our

rt to your  vemerable Bishops,




