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smaller should be planted, and if the und is n
highls fertile and mellow, even largegrrzha.n t,heg:
should be planted. The substance of the potato
seed is all the new plant has to draw from until the
young roots are able to feed upon the fertility in
the soil. 2. No. 3. In eighteen separate tests,
with seed planted 1, 3, 5 and 7 inches deep on the
Ontario Experimental Farm, the best results were
obtained when the sets were planted five inches
deet, while seed planted three inches did almost as
well. Four inches is generally considered a good
depth to plant 5otttoes 4 So long as the ground
is uniformly mellow, it makes little or no difference
to the crop, except that by having plants suraight
in the rows the cultivation would be facilitated. 5.
Four pounds of Paris green on two acres is much
more than is necessary or wise to use, as such a
quantity must burn the tops The best proportion
to water is 1 pound to 150 to 200 gallons. One
pound of lime should also be used in the water to
save the foliage from injury. 6. It makes little dif-
ference which implement is used, as the work can
usually be accomplished well by either. It should
be done when the ground is rather dry, so that the
surface will not bake. Shallow molding-up is now
generally preferred. ]

To Bring Cows in Heat.

8. P., Riviere du Loup, Que.:—*I have great
trouble in having fresh cows’ served so that they
will calve early next fall. What is the best way to
bring them in heat, and when in heat what is the
best way to see it when cows are tied in the stable?
Which is the earliest date after calving that a cow
can be served ? Some say nine days, are they right?
About sows—Which is the earliest date after far-
rowing when they can be served again for a second
litter? ”

[We know of nothing better than liberal feeding
to bring a cow in heat as soon as possible after
calving. Itis generally about a month when they
come in season if well fed. Cows sometimes come
in a week or ten days, but it is not natural, and
probably in nine cases out of ten they will not
conceive at that time ; and we would not advise
having them served, for the reason that it is liable
to set up inflammation and cause the cow to be
irregular in her periods for many months, and also
renders’ her more liable to abortion in case concep-
tion does take place. The indications of cestrum in
cows when tied in the stable are a slimy discharge
from the vulva and unusual heat in those parts,
restlessness, and in sowe cases bawling. When
any of these signs are noticed she should be tried
by turning her loose with other cows or with a
bull, if one is kept. Sows in many cases will
accept service in four or five days after farrowing,
in occasional cases will prove pregnant to suc
service, but we do not advise this practice, as we
believe that conception influences the milk supply,
and that the nursing litter will suffer in conse-

uence. A sow will generally come in heat in from
ve to seven days after her pigs are weaned. ]
Should Calves Suck or be Fed ?

H. G. H., Simcoe Co., Ont.:—* Can calves (pure-
bred) be as well raised for breeding purpose by
feeding them the milk as milked as to allow them
to run with their dams ?”

[We have no hesitation in answering this ques-
tion in the affirmative, because when calves run
with their dams they invariably depend almost
entirely upon their dam’s milk for several weeks
whether she has enough milk for them or not.
Most breeders of pure-bred beef cattle who allow
the calves to suckle separate them, except three
times a day at first and twice a day afterwards,
and find that they soon begin to eat roots, chop
and hay, and therefore grow more rapidly. Now,

_if the cows were hand milked and the calves fed
there could be very little if any disadvantage to the
calves. True, there might be a very little, pro-
vided the milk were allowed to lose the animal
heat which is claimed contains some of the life
principle, but the difference would be very little.
H. G. H. does not state whether the calves are beef
or dairy bred, but if dairy we would by all means
advise feeding, especially the heifers, from the
pail on milk from which the cream has been
extracted, for the reason that butter-fat fed to
calves serves to influence the tendency in heifers to
lay on flesh rather than convert their food into
milk when they have become cows. We have not
touched the economical aspect of the question, as
that did not seem to be involved in the inquiry. If
H. G. H. or others would like to discuss this
question our columns are open to them.]

Stone Hog Pen.

ENQUIRER, Lanark Co., Ont.:—* Would stone
walls for a pig house be damp and unhealthy if
boarded on the inside and packed with some dry
material to the width of three inches, as we intend
building it into a bank ? This is the warmest and
cheapest material we could use for building. If you
think this plan would not do, what sort of material
would you recommend ?”

[We would have no hesitation in using the ma-
terial referred to in constructing a hog-pen wall, as
three inches of sawdust or chaff would effectively

prevent dampness. We would suggest that in
building the wall as few as ible of the stones
should reach through the wall, so that frost would
not be condnct.ednghrongh wall. See the plan of
ventilation in Mr. Tillson"aﬂpiggery as given in this
issue. Such a system should keep the walls dry at
all times.]
Plan of Milk Wagon Wanted.

REUBEN SHIER, Huron Co., Ont.:—* Would any
of the readers of the FARMKR'S ADVOCATE please
Five particulars of a good method of making piat-

rm suitable for drawing milk, from/eighteen to

twenty-four cans ?” :

[We will be pleased to give place in our columns
to good descriptions of milk-wagon platforms.]

MARKETS.

Chatty Stock Letter from Chicago.
(BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

Following are the current and comparative prices for the
various grades of live stook:—

P prices——

CATTLR. Extreme Prices. - ago. 1897. 1806

e 8341060545 $540 $540 $4 TS

.3%w335 5§50 5§35 470

.38¢to5% 525 535 45

$375t0500 515 6535 435

S70tod75 48 465 420

.38tod8 50 49 435

32Bwi 460 415 400

330tod50 440 415 375

.220t029% 27 24 240

. 240604 00 42 410 350

.350t0700 65 625 6235

365t0440 465 42 370

310t0400 350 340 325

410tod 60 465 450

365t0395 3774 355 432

.360t0400 377 3 52 435

.360t039 373 857 430

.. 320t038 38656 8357 425

300tod 75 460 41 ' 37

375tod85 460 39 360

¢2Bto59% 59 510 480

The cattle market has a strong undertone for all
grades. Hogsare likely to sell higher than at present. eep
prospects are good.

There hasn't been so large a proportion of inferior to
medium quality cattle in many )ears as at the present time.
Buyers wno have orders for choice shv“ing or export cattle
have great difficulty in filling them. e country is full of
corn, and considering the fair prospect for the future it seems
strange that so half fat and rough cattle are being
marketed. Thousands of new feeders are in the business,
however, and aside the fact that they lack experience,
many of them got into the business by borrowing money for
definite periods to o.rr‘ feeding operations. The obligations
came due before they had gotten the cattle in proper condi-
tion, this fact, coupled with the other fact that a large
share of the ocattle fed were of inferior breeding,
accounts for the unusually voor quality of the beef cattle

being put upon the market. An Indiana man who feeds 1,000
cattle ev year is paying 28c. for corn delivered now, and
25¢. to 30c. for corn to elivered to his feed lota next fall.
In Nebraska farmers have such a big corn crop that they can-
not house it. Millions of bushels are piled up on the bare

round, and vast guantities are still on the stalk in the flelds.

. J. Van Meter, Miami, Mo., had in a load of 1483-1b. cattle
of his own toodlniﬁ which sold to the United Dressed Beef Co.
at$5.45. C. L. Millette, prerident of the Stock Growers’ Bank
at Fort Pierre, 8outh ota,says the cattlemen on the range
have an abiding faith in the future of cattle, and are holding
them higher than they would brlnglon the markets. Live
onttle rs have ‘nen busy of late. Exporters bought
4.752 cattle thin week as follo=s: mthuni 878: Lehman,
615: Morris, 985; Myers & H., 30; Schwartzschild, 350; Swift.
659; Sherman, 365; Reeder, 357: Gordon & Ironsides, 128:
Sherlock, 100; Doud & Keefer,105; Williams, 30; Epstein,150.

The organization of the National Live Stock Association
of America at the recent big meeting of stock ownersat Denver
was a significant thing. e interest shown b{ahookmon in
organization was g eater than it has been for the past fifteen
years. It will take wise management to harmonize the in'er-
ests of 80 large an organization. There were over 1,000 bona-
fide delegates at the Denver meeting. The cattle-men and
the sheep-men are continually having trouble in the range
country, and the } cattle owners, the small ranchmen and
farmers, are gene! making life a burden for one another.
An attempt was e by the largest cattle owners to have
the Government sell the arid 1ands of the West to the different
States and Territories. That would enable them to lease these
lands from the States at nominal prices and put an end to the
encroachments of small stockmen and settlers who now often
take up claims on the open ranges of the bigcattle companies.
There were too many small owners in the meeting to let the
resolution through, and so the fight will be coutinued.
Richard Glﬁ:on. of Ontario, was an active participant in the
convention. Hon. John W. Springer, of Colorado, was unani-
mously choren president ; John M. Holt, of Montana, vice-
president ; Charles F. Martin. of Colorado, recording secre-
tary, and C. W. Baker, of Chicago, treasurer. e next
meeting of the Association will also be held at Deunver.

The hogs are ruvning largely to lightweights, and the
quality is not a8 good as it ought te be. The 164 044 hogs
received here last week averaged only 227 lbs, the lightest
average in about a year, and 32 1bs. lighter than the last week
of last. November. Average the previous wr ek, 2311bs.; a year
ago, 237 1ba., and two years ago, 238 1ba. At the recent sale of
Poland-China hogs in Johuson County, Nebraska, forty-nine
head sold for $1,917.50, the highest-priced animal bringing
$250 even. =

A well-known Chicago horre saleaman has recently been
exhorting farmers to take up horse-breeding again on A more
scientific basis than ever before, urging the necessity of using
sires and dams that will give weight and action in drafters
and speed and style in drivers and coachers. In the enthus-
iaam of his rubject he declared that the country was upen the
verge of a horse famine. Of course,he meanta famine of gnnd
horses. His aprech was widely quoted and dircussed. and the
eagential part of it that was passed from mouth to mouth was
the prediction about the verge of a famine. As a recult hun-
dreds of horses have been held out from rales, and asking
prices advanced $5 to $20 per head. The horse market the
past week opened dull, with the tendency of valne= lower: in
fact, many pror to good horses sold at $10to $15 per head
lower than a week ago. owing to exceasive offerings. Last
week 2.919 were received st the Chicago Btock Yards, being
the largest week’s receipts in about eight menthe. The
previous week 2,605 arrived, and a year ago0 2.011. The export
and shipning demand reemed moreindifferent than for weeks
past, with local operators aleo holding back. Poer to faney
drivers quotable at $60 to $300: good to fancy drafters. $120 to
$225; pnor drafters to choice chunke. $50 to $120; carriage
teams, $200 to $600, and light horsee, $30 to $50.
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Toronto Markets.

Trade at the Western cattle markets continues good. Fat
cattle are firm and fairly active. kxport cattle and bulls are
in fair demand. The prices do not show any material im-
provement, and while active for good, best class of animals,
the poor and medium class of oattle tends to keep the prices
down. Unless farmers are detexmined to finish their cattle
before putting on the market, prices cannot and will not ad-
vance.

Ezxport Cattle—No particular trade going on. Export
cattle are quuvied at 4o to 4jc per lb. Mr. li‘.nl:lonn has just
arrived from Wiunipeg. e reports that the cattle are win-
tering well, but that they haveto be fed a good deal because
of the deep »now. The first shipment of dressed be:f to the
Old Country from Messrs. Harris & Co.’s abattoir went for-
ward to day—two car lots of hind quarters, carefully packed
and turned outin good condition—sent in the new cars es

cially built by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company for the
oold storage system. Three of our exporters rent a few car-
loads to the Old Country by way of St. John. Good steers are
selling for about 4o w 1b.; poor cattle bard to sell.

Butchers' Cattle—This classof cattle were of
and price~ a litcie firmer. Choice picked lots. ; Rood to
medium, $3.35 to $3.75 ; middling to common, $3 to $3.25; in-
ferior and poor, $2.75. Butchers’ cattle were hard to sell ; one
or two deals were reported at $2.50 per owt. The market of
Friday, February 4th, was the smallest. for some considerable
time—oniy 25 loads and 500 hogs. Trade promises to be very

. The Montreal buyers report a great shortage in their

istricts. They were in full force to day and cleared themar-

o R Epors bal} ted at $3.25 aare.
xport bulls are quo! a to 75.

Crawford & Hunisett sold 16 exm bulle, 1.60? 1bs. Eob. at

$3.67} per cwt. William Levack ht several bullsat $3.25

to

s and Stockers—Feeders and stockers in good de-
mand for Butfalo. William Crealock bought 40 feeders, 950
1be. nvonadn $3.50. Two loads of stookers, average 950 lbe.,
at$315; ing steers sold for $3.50, Half fat steers, for
farmers and to fill vacancier in the distillery byres, are sell-
ing at S}o; for very choioce, 3jc was pai ay.

Calves—There is a demand for choice but
common oalves are hard to sell; prices rule $2 to $8 per d.

Sheep—Are a little more in demand and eteadier in price.
But: her-are paying 3o to 3jc per 1b.; bucks, 2jo per 1b.

Lambs—Are much firmer and in good demand, at from
$4.75 1o 85 per owt ; g.to $5 per head.

Ma}k cw'-.tot:o «Io':m‘\l btkk on -l;ort supply ; prices
range from r head. pair o oododry
w.r;’book;‘ .oiru:“ oatmlwmlw? .bo ie nidpa

logs— Rece! were very erate—abou 000 only.
Market opened with a fair demand from outside pointe.
Prospects are not very good for any advance at presemt.
Prices fell off 100 ger huvdred, and a further decline is
expeoted next week at $4.75 for top price best seleotions.
Tthakmht and ugam quoted at the same price, $4.70 ; stores
at $1.50. s a

Wu%° market is unchanged. Prices on the
eary u;ido. :Jn‘d ple{ngt:t‘;‘t’ored I.fct“’ on hnd‘-‘omr{ ‘:uh-.
poor to medinm per lb.; creamery, to
1b., in prunds ; 20c for best make. o

Cheese—Market quiet ; prices remain as per last quo-
tatinn—9¢ to 9}« for choice.

Grain Market —About 1,150 bushels of wheat delivered, at
price= ranging from 80c to 83¢c per bushel for white, 90¢ to 91jo
for red. and 8lo for goore.

Hay—Twenty loade on offer, at §7 to $9.50 per ton.

Straw—Selling at $5 to $6 per ton.

Barley—There is a good deal of talk on the ma
amongst grain men as to the probabilities of the barley l:::
next year. Some contend that the duty will be lowered for
shipment to the United States next year. If this proves to
be correct, the demand from the Eastern malsters would un-
doubtedly be very large.

Oats—Easier, 2,500 bushels selling at 320 per bushel.
Peas—Steady and firm, at 670 to 580 per bushel; wanted.
Toronto, February 11, 1898.

- Montreal Markets.

Cattle—Our last report dealt with the overcrowd
of this market, but there has been a material ohsu:dh.‘:a
situation. The marketa have been clearcd of all surplus, and
with a light run on the last three markets—of 250 to 400—and
to-day (Thursday. 10i h) of 250 10 300 head at the outaide, it was
what can easily be called drovers’ weather, and they are
making the most of it. On this morning’s market the run was
the smallest the writer has seen on & regular market for
some time and the quality of the poorest, with hardly an
animal of good quality to aot as an offset. Consequently,
though prices were materially changed, they will ha:dly be
noticeable in the quotations. Common cattle, whirh up to
the past two or three markets have been rather difficult to
ocash for anything more than 2jo to 3¢, readily sold for
1b. higher, and were in fair demand. We on{y saw one small
lt:t of o:h“ oo:}c'lo‘ be oa.l‘lled good&ol’lgoo cattle, andtthcy were

rned over a an advance on last week's K
medium to fair cattle. 340 to o per ib. .y

Sheep and Lambs—There is practically no market
sheep or lambs, and very few are brought ln’.llvo. thotnlk' :
the lambe used in the local trade being brought in already
dresscd. The few sheep in readily made 3jc per 1b.

Dressed Meats—Everything of late has favored this mar-
ket, the trading in all lines bei: g brisk vnder a .oodho‘:lund
from buyers, with perhaps a slightly easier feeling in dressed
hogs. he higher prices arked on the live stock market
turned many butchers awsy to the dressed beef, a1 d it is ex-
pected that this week's sales will make a good hole in the
stocks of beef and lambs on hand. There has been no change
of note in prices, which were as follows :

Hogs, light and bright, in cars ..$6 00 to 16
e light and bright, emall lots....... 6 50 to “ﬁ 78 pox:'ovt
“ bright, heavy, small lots. .. 67to 6156 *
| - PG R 6oto 70 perlb
MU .o oo siinanisinsiiisimoesonevensie 5o to
Beef, hinds..... .........covvvnnnnnn . to L
9 e L o to ¢ “

Hides and Skins—There has been no change in the situa-
tionof this trade. The con.pany which practically monopo-
lizes the output are paving butchers top prices in order to
break all opporition. This they have succeeded in doing to a
certain extent, but there is not the slightest doubt but the
moment they come down in their grleoa to butchers, buying
will again be atarted by nthers. The range of prices are 9¢ to
g‘i?l u;d i;: mine ﬂ;’na 10c per ‘nng l‘?lr tho‘poon. salied

e. for No. 1, with a corresponding decline of 1c per 1b.
Noe. 2and 3; lamb skins, 850 to $1.05 each. vee-3h, fee

The British Markets.

Mounday's London market, with heavierarrivals of United
Stateaand Argentine cattle. eased off from the rharp af vance
of Monday week (January 31), and declined ful.bx e to je per
1b. on cattle from thore two countries. but Canadian remained
steady and unchanged in price, at lic; States, 11jc; Argen-
tines, 10c; Liverpool steady, at }» lower allround. Both ports
were strong for sheep ; Liverpool 11e for choire Caspadians,
11jc to 12¢ for Argentina sheep, and Londen 12jc for cheice.
{ﬁ:l u&u;‘;e quotations are per pound, dressed beef, sinking

offal.

Attend to your “ Farmer's Advocate” sub-
sprlil;;tion early, and avoid regrets for over-
sight.
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