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THE PHILOSOPHY OF INSURANCE DINNERS  panion truth, that genial companionship develo res

As an English paper pointed out with surprise, the qualities needed for handling men diplomatically -
possibly with just a touch of envy, insurance dinners  In a recent issue we recorded a dinner enjoyed by
area speciality on this continent. Whether these the insurance fraternity at Quebec, in carlier one$
festivities are accountable to any extent for the a similar function given by the Insurance Institutes
greater popularity of life assurance and the larger respectively of Toronto and Montreal ; in last week's
volume of business written on this side, would make journals we find reports of a dinner at Detroit given
an interesting subject for an insurance debating by the agents of the Sun Life of Canada, another by
society.  Though two parallel movements have not the Home Life, a third by the U. S. Underwriters’
necessarily any causal connection, there is often such  Association.  When times have been * hard,” ex-
a connection, though obscure ; this might be traced periences adverse, a banquet keeps the participants
by the affirmative advocates. Before the Duke of from being weakened by undue depression; in
Wellington began feeding the British troops in Spain  cheerfulness there is strength, as well as in union.
on beef, they had only a poor record, but after they 1In good times festivity affords a wholesome outlet
were put on a good meat diet victory perched on for exuberant spirits. It is better for men to rejoice
their banners whenever and wherever they appeared.  in company than alone. A good thing itis for those
Is there an analogue in this record? Do not in- | whose competitive pursuits areapt to engender ill
qrance dinners and other festivities rouse, incite, will, acerbity, antagonism, personal and official, to
vivily, the social cualities and business energies be brought into an atmosphere sweetened by mu-
needed for success in securing life assurance business 7 tuality of sentiment, and made elevating by mutuality
We areinclined to think there is something in this of respect, the respect due to each other by those
view. That mental f iction brightens the intellect isa engaged in a common calling, with its common
trath known for thousands of years, as is the com-  trials, anxieties, disappointments and rewards,
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