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higher ground
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5. Du not de*|Ntir of your society if 

two or three earnest worker*. That 
any society needs to lieconie eHieieiit. 
will not lung remain two or three. A 1 
leaven leavens the whole lump.

•>. Leaven i* continually working ii|h>ii 
that which is next to it ; it works from 
particle to particle. So each 
leavened liy Christianity 
influence upon Ilia neig.

7. Living, active, consecrated Christianity 
has a measureless transforming |M-wer. It 
has already leavened the go 
commerce, the liusinoss. the social customs 
of the nations of Christendoiii. and it is still 
working.

H. The |nirahle illustrates the history of 
every Christian soul : for Christ is hidden 

the soul, and becomes the secret source of 
its life, until the whole man is brought into 
submission to the will of that central

real spiritual essence 
i- ■-ncerned, attract universal attention.

i|ierating, and it will continue to 
lently and effectively, n 

« le mass of humanity shall lie

want to uplift men, get on 
than they. You are always
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to show which way the 
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true Christian. 
o|s-rates as divine

I.Vol.lTloN I Miles NOT EXPLAIN IT.

The leaven which is to transfoim t lu
ll'i Id is placed in it from without, not 
evolved from within. It is the gift of (iod, 
not ilie unsluct of the human mind, nor the 
n ilt of worldly forces. Progress there is, 
Imi a beginning there must lie. Christianity 

introduced into the world from a source 
mal to the world. Jesus Christ came 
the world that it might have life, and 

ni"ic abundant life. The |wirable of the 
leaven teaches that just as the meal did not 
develop its own yeast, so the world did not 
ev- lve th j Christian faith. The woman put 
the leaven into the meal, and Christianity 
w.i' put into the world ; it was a revelation 
to man its origin was external to humanity 
although adapted to hiiniaii conditions ; it 
came from Him of whom it is said. "In 
him was life, and the life was the light of

-n straw* may serve 
wind blow* I /.

veminent*, the

TO EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO 
HIS WORK.

At the silver mine of Koing*la-rg. in the 
south of Nor 
veil. XX lien 
are paid the overseer rec 
the amount due to each man, and, cans 
the laborer to turn round, he 
chalk the 
miner then 
who looks

way. a curious custom i* olwer- 
thc weekly wages of the mi tier*
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ung people, take hope and courage 
is i in rahle. It indicates the final 

Christianity, despite all op- 
You are not connected with 

the winnin 
with the

::
the back of hi* coatposing fore

a losing cause ; you are on 
and one day, if faithful,

goes to the cashier at I 
at the figures in this 

|Mi»ition, and at once pay 
there. The man himself 
sum that is ^ilton on his liack ; and be ha* no 
chance of asking another and altering it on the 
way. It may be smaller than he calculatisl or 
expected, but lie must carry his unknown 
amount liehiml him on his liack to the cashier, 
and receive the money in silence, witho 
right of ap|M-al or hope of redress 
curious custom ladongs to a very pru 
condition of society, when dates and sums 
were recorded by making a notch on a wooden 
tally or a chalk mark on a door Ibit it is 

ary feature of that old custom 
, as in this instance, the workman 
a tally, and to record on his own 

alue of his work.

stiange 
s the wages naimsl 
doe* not know I In-tor* you shall lie crowned.

CHRISTIANITY A VITAL FORCE.

1. Christianitg in really alirr. Careful 
investigation has shown that the process of 
fermentation entirely depends ii|m>ii the 
presence and growth of certain living organ
isms forming the ferment. Christianity is 
itself a living presence, not a mere dull, dead 
principle—a life, not a lunik ; a person, not 
a set of rules ; a present power, not an 
absentee sovereign.

2. Christianity is at work, as » tell ana lire. 
It is the habit of leaven to show an incessant 
desire for activity, It is a type 
Imis work and increase. Huxley says that 
the coi pu scies which float in yeast are living 
organisms. They multiply with great 
rapidity by giving off minute buds, which 
attain to the size of their parent. Yeast will 
increase indefinitely when grown in the 
dark. So Christianity is incessantly at work, 
and constantly increasing by its own inher
ent life. So should all prof essora of Christ's 
religion exhibit unremitting activity in 
la-half of the doctrine and principles in 
which they believe. A listless, idle, lazy 
Christian is an anomaly.

.'I. Christ ianit y work» in a congenial
spin’ri1. Leaven is hid in meal, the material 
which has an affinity for it, and upon which 
it is specially fitted to act. The leaven i* 
placed where it is wanted, where it can 
work, and where it can work with succe 
Hut mark ! leaven is not better suited to 
work in meal than Christ in men's hearts for 
their salvation, and in this world for its 
rectification.

4. Christian Up transforms men. Leaven 
changes meal in which it is placed, and 
Christianity regenerates and refo 
it makes them like Christ by tillii 
with the life of Christ Christ, 
spiritual life, puts His life into each part of 
a man (a) the life of His thoughts into his 
thinking ; (/<) the life of His love into his 
affections ; (r) the life of His righteousness 
into his conscience ; (d) the life of His 
obedience into his will, 
away and, behold, all things become

I'OlNTS for Tin: i-rksihknt.

This parable was selected for topic study 
less than a year ago. Hut such 

ruth will bear repetit
suggestive, 
ion. Have 
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some one prepare a brief 
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Kingdom, 
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You This

pre|iared on " Christ's 
life." Suggestions for this 
the foregoing ex|io*ition 

r a vital force.” Hi 
lights ” read by the youngei 
society. Hold a brief testimony service, 
having as the object of thought, " Hos
tile leaven of Christ's kingdom is influenc
ing my jiersonal life ! " Have your music, 
scripture and plan of service arranged 
before hand. Have everything bright, 
brief and spiritually helpful. If any work 
should be done well, it is Christ’s work.
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found in 
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inn living has 
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rson, and w
j carry with us, not on our I wick, but 

memory, unknown to ourselves, the 
record of all we have been and done. Every 
action is faithfully registered ; every moment 
of time is accurately accounted for. XX"e 
have forgotten many things, and imagine 
that they have ceased to lie. Hut they have 
only gone into our dce|H-r consciousness, and 
they need only that our memory should be 
revived to start up 
ness before our minds.

in
STRAWS.

" XX’hy didn't you keep that boy?" asked 
one merchant of another, referring to a boy 
who had applied for a |Misition in his

“ I tried him, but he wrote all morning 
with a hair on his |ieii. I don't want a boy 
who liasii t sufficient gumption to remove a 
hair from a pen."

"That is a very slight thing for which to 
condemn a lad."

" Pardon me, but I think it a very 
cient reason. There was a hair on the jk-ii 

it there to 
1 reaiI his

in all their ong: 
ClllSXlll'lt' .

mal fresh-

A QUESTION ANSWERED.

when he liegan to write, for 1 put 
test him. I am satisfied that 
character from tin 

Keep li

lt was at a Sunday School convention, and 
there hail been considerable discussion of the 
vexed question as to whether the Sunday 
School teacher should always be a Christian. 
Considerable time had lieen given to the 
discussion, when some one said: "Let 
have the opinion of Hrothcr H- 

lle has hail larger 
,-xperience than any one else in 

room. XX ill you answer the question for us,
Brother It----- t"

Brother B

iat one thing. ' 
i her liecausv her linger naili. 

-wn anywhere. " said 
> another ii

" I didn't kee 
would turn
member of a law firm to aimthe 
to a question alsmt a stenographer 
writer whom he hail had on trial. " 
competent person, I think, but her nails " 
he shrugged his shoulders and the subject 
was dropped.

"Oh, yes, she wrote a good letter," said 
the same man, s|K-aking of another apnpli- 

was one thing I didn't like, 
than counterbalanced

iln-r and -tyiw-
Nlie w as a and more valu- 

this
subject, 
able iOld things pass

—. a venerable man, whose 
appearance would have entitled him and 

ytliing he might have to say to re*|n-ct in 
any congregation, rose to hi* feet and said 
slowly and *•> distinctly that every word was 
heard in all part* of the room "If the 
blind lead the blind, shall they 
into the ditch I" That was all 
its value was

FLALHLIUHTS. the same

and that more than coiintA-rhalanced the 
goral points in her application. I don’t want 
a typewriter who is careless about her 
machine. Her letters were blurred ; her 
machine needed cleaning. If she wasn’t 
careful enough to clean her typewriter when 
writing a letter of such importance to herself, 
she would lie sure to lie slovenly in her 

yilay work."

“•nilI Christianity trai 
nature that with wliicl

isforms into its own i" was one
h it comes in contact, 

werful work is 
proceeds in 
outward.

-. Christ’s lies 
unseen ; it is ill

t, most |li
the soul. It

iquerint 'siwer from inside 
You are in the world for two purposes 

st least : to make yourself gras! ; to make 
others better. And one way to become 
better yourself is to try to make others 
better

h not Imtli fall 
he said, but 

greater than all else that hail 
uttered during the entire discussion, 
shall give a better answer to thisWho

question '.—Haplist Tnwher.


