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A Home Mission Secretary.

Recent years have scen great advances
in Home Missionary operations.  Dr.
Robertson’s policy of expansion has
made its way, and a ( ‘hureh, which some-
what grumblingly received his impas
>ilillt‘4| np|wn|s for more hlwrul prosecu-
tion of Northwest missions, honors him
to-day for his foresight. The result of
this policy is scen in the Northwest in
the establishment of a Preshyterian con-
gregation wherever there is a consider
able settlement,  The genius of our
Chureh, which is essentially democratie,
has secured for itself adegnate self-goy-
ernment, hoth in the Province of Mani-.
toba, and throughout the Territories,
Manitoba une:took the care of her own
missions some years ago, and the Super
intendent waz released from that respon
sibility, that he might give his undivided
attention to the newer Northwest and
tc the Rocky Mountain district.  And
now, so rapid has been their develop-
ment, these latter distriets are capable of
local oversight of their respective mis-
sion fields, and the opportunity is giver
to take another important step forward,

Tt is proposed to make Mr. Robertson
a General Secrctarv-Superintendent of
Home Missions. We hasten to sav that
this formidable title is not oficial—we
coin it to assist in the deserintion of his
prospective duties.  We conld hope that
when a man has served the Chureh with
such vigor and faithfulness as Dr. Rob-
ertson has done, it were possible to Jessen
his burden somewhat. Tt is sid. how-
ever, that a chinge of ocennation is the
truest rest to an actively disposed man.
Tt is inst nossible, therefore, that the
Superintendent mav find ereater relief
in the new Secretaryship than in honor-
able retirement.
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The Summer Session,
—

The Summer Session in Manitoba Col-
lege opens on ] uesday, the 18th of
April. 1t speaks well for the vigor with
wihich that institution is managed that it
is able to announce so excellent a staff
for the present year. Such a loss as it
has suffered in the death of Principal
King might well daze the administration
of its affairs so as to throw even previous
arrangements into disorder. The fact
that a stronger staff than ever is an-
nounced for the coming Session will give
new confiderve, and will help the As-
scmbly to deal with the further problem
of future administration.

It has been often stated, during the
past year, that the Home Mission Com-
wittee spent $5,000 in carrying men to
and from their ficids.  Would it not be
pessible to eut this sum in half by a ju-
dicious use of the Summer Session in
Manitoba College?  Why should not the
wen who go out this spring, especially
the men of the class of 1902, spend one
continuous year in the mission field, then
return as far as Winnipeg and take the
Summer Session there, and returning af-
terwards to, Ontario, complete their the-
ological conrse m one the eastern col-
leges?  The savin travelling ex-
penses would be a e iderable item, but
it would be one least to the eredit
halance. The the fields, in which
there was cor < supply for one vear
by one man, 11d be beyond computa-
tion.  And it is just possible that the
man who thus takes one year in an ex-
perimental school will be a stronger man
than if he had pursued the ordinary
conrse,

The Work of the Home Mission
Committee.

Ihe Home Mission Committee had a
busy two days last week, It was fitting
that its first item of business should be
the adoption of a minuge, expressing its
scnse of the loss sustained in the death
of Dr. Cochrane, and its warm apprecia
tion of the work of the man, who for
twenty-cight saccessive years filled the
responsible position of convener of the
committee,

In addition to the usual routine work,
some important items of an administra-
tive character claimed the attention of
the committec. The policy of establish
ing Synodical Home Mission Committees
throughout Ontario and Quebece, ag they
are now operative in Manitoba, was dis-
cussed.  Strangely enough, this did not
carry the judgment of the committee,
Tt is, however, a move in the right direc
tion, and we believe will yet be adopted

The General Committee cannot g0 o1
giving attention to mere local details,
while the broader questions of adminis
tration on behalf of the Church demand
attention. Perhaps when Synods are in-

vested with greater power their commit.
tees may demand greater confidence,
Dr. Warden's retirement from the

Secretaryship resulted in the initiation
ot a change of policy in the prosecution
of Howe Miss.on work, lnstead of ap
pointing a successor, the committee
unauimously approved of the retiring
Sceretary’s - proposition that a General
Secrotary be appointed.  The title is
scmewhat of a misnomer.  Clerical
work, we apprehend, will be one of the
lcast onerous of bis duties. IHe will be
the practical Liead of the Department of
Home Missions, the convener of the
Anmittee, though nominally its head,
ccoming merely the chairman at its
meetings.  All matters of detail in ad-
winistration and initiation of advance
movement, will, we judge, be in the
hands of the Seeretary.

The wisdom of the changs of policy
will probably commend itseif to a lar 3¢
section of the Church, and it is thought
that a few years’ experience of its opera:
tion will commend it to all.

The appeal for $11,000 in ten days
and the prosecution of plans based on
the expectation of receiving this amount,
looks risky, but the men who advise i/
know the pulse of the Church pretty

'I. and we may expect to hear that
their confidence has not been misplaced

Should ths Pulpit be Literary ?

—

The Rev. Dr, Vandyke, of New York,
having been asked to write an article for
The Observer on “Iow Far Should the
Pulpit be Literary ¢” sent the following
letter:—

“I do not believe that the pulpit should
be literary at all. It should be evan-
gelistic. But it is possible that a man
who knows something about literature
may be able to do some decent work in
an evangelical pulpit.

“One of the first things that a preach-
er should try to do is to deliver his mes-
saze in clear and simple English. An
acquaintance with the world’s best liter-
ature, which is always clear and simple,
will certainly hclp him to gain the power
of lucid and direct speech,

“Another point in which a knowledge
of good literature may be of help to the
preacher is in guarding him against flip-
pancy and irreverance. The man who
reads nothing but the daily newspapers
is very likely to fall into a frivolous and
vulgar habit of speech. The sermons
of such a mau often present in their
style a strange and disquieting cotrast
with the dignity and elevation of the
linguage of texts taken from that Book
which is a well of English undofiled.

“Another point where a preacher may
receive assistance from literature is in
establishing a certain kind of sympathy
and harmony with his hearers. The fa-
miliar treasure of good hooks written in
English offers material for a standard
coinage of illustrations and allusions
which will pass enrrent on a gold basis
among all people of thought and intell;-
gence. To know the works of Shake
speare and Milton, and Dante and
‘Wordsworth, and Tennyson, and John-



