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The General Assembly.

ENCOURAGING REPORTS FROM
HALIFAX.

Statistics Shows Wonderful General
Progress.

HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS

(From our own Correspondent. *

Halifax, June 14.—~The 26th  Preshyterian Gen-
eral Assembly of Canada, metin St. Matthew's
Church last night. A large number of commissions
ers was vresent, and a large congregation assembled
to participate in  the opening exercises.  Rev, Dr,
Campbell retiing moderator, preached an able and
appropriate sermon from Psalm 46: 4 **God is in
the midst of her she shall not be moved,

The sermon was in some sense a review of the
moral and relig

us history of the centary, bearing
more  particulatly upon the developments  which
have token place in Great Biitain and her colonies
an exalted and apy
ning through the whole,

)

te vein of patriotism rune

Tn retiving from the chair Dr. Camphell said e
was moved by exceedingly pleasant memorics of the
Kindness and confidence everywhere extended to him
by the people while acting in the discharge of the
duties imposed upon him,  He heartily thanked the
assembly for the kindness, forbearance and co-oper-
ation extended to him during the past year.  1le
spoke of the closing year of the century as a memor
able one, referring in that connection to the prosper-
ity which prevails in Canada, the war in South
Africa, and the honorable part played therein by the
great colonies of the Empire ; the famine in India,
and the fire disaster in Ottawa and Hull, which
drew forth the large-hearted liberality of the people
of the whole empire,  He also called attention to

the fact that we have to mourn for friends whom we
sh 11 see no more on this side of the stream of death
—large-hearted men, loyal to the church and to the
Master, who companied with usin many past as
semblies.  In this cannection Dr, Campbell named
Reve Dre Morrison, Rev. Dr, MeDonald, Rev., Dr.
T. G. Smith, Rev. Alex Young and Rev, Dr - Dun
can paying fitting tributes to their memory and their
worth.  These things, he said, were reminders that
the shadows were lengthening for all of us,

When nominations for the moderatorship were
called, Rev K. MclLen of Metis seconded by
Rev, De Lyle of Hamilton, nominated Rev, Princi-
pal Pollok, stating various potent and  pertinent rea-
sons why he should be elected and  elected unani-
mously. It was easy to be seen by the applause
with which the nomination was received that D,
Pollok's clection was a foregone conclusion,  That
it would be unanimous was made certain when Rev,
John Neil of Toronto, spoke  strongly in support of
Dr. Pollok  intimating that those who had had
another nomination in view had heartily agreed that
the election should be unanimous.  Dr. Cennt said
he found when he came down here that the east was
“solid* for Principal Pollok, The election was of
course by acclamation,

The new moderator was then escorted to the chaiw
amid the applause of the assembly.  He accepted
and acknowledged the honor conferred upon him in
well chosen terms :

The choice of moderator is in every way regard-
ed as an excellent one,
IHE FIRST THREE DAVs.

Halifax, June 16,— The first three days’ work of
the assembly has been disposed of with business like
promptitude and in the most harmonious manner,
It is greatly facilitated work to have committee re-
ports printed in advance and submitted in concise
form,

IHE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

Already the following req orts have been dealt with
and disposed of: Tome Missions, Colleges, Aged and
ofirme Ministers’ fund  Ministers” Widows and Or.
pha 5" funds Century fund, Distribution of Probation-
Statistics, the Reeords. Sabhath School publi
ns and Foreign Missions, besides which other
wi-ccllaneous business has heen transacted.

Dr Pallok is p

One of the pleasing incidents of the assembly’s
sessions was the visit of a deputation from the
Diocesan Synod of the Church of England, now in
session in Halifax, couveying to the  Preshyterians
of Canada through their Commissioners,  kindly
Christian gicetings . The deputation, consisting of
Rural Dean Armitage and Ven. Archdeacon Kaul-
bick, received a conspicously  hearty reception,
The fellowing day, Friday, a deputation of the
assembly, consisting of Principal Caven, Principal
Grant, Rev. Dr. Sedgewick  and George Mitchell
M. PP, retumed the visit and were most kindly
and heartiy reccived by the Dioccosan Synod.  The
incident was a most pleasing one caleulated to do
much towards promoting Christian unity and cos
operation in - promoting the  extention of  the
Redeemer's Kingdom

wving a model presiding officer,

Thursday night way devoted to Home Missious.
The reports, cast and west, indicated a very satis.
factory condition of affairs, but great scape for ex
pansion in the west calling for more men and more
money. There were eloquent  addresses by Dr
McMillan, Dr. Warden, Dr. Robertson and Rev
M Pringle to large audiences,  Mr. Pringle cap-
tured the hoarts and symy athies of the people by his
thrilling story of mission life and work on the Yukon
trails

HOME MISSIONS ~ EASTERN DIVISION,

At the date of last report the numb r of ordad

<missionarics in charge of congregations to which

they had been appoint d was 87. Of these five have
been called by and scttled over the congregations in
which they were labouring.  Three of these congre-
gation arc self sustaming and two are receiving aid
from the augmentation fund  Congr

ions at pre-
sent under eare of ordained missionarics number 87.
Two catechists were employed during the winter and
11 during the summer. Thirty nine groups of stations
were served by the catechists and some  assistance
was given to pastors in luge and scattered congrega
tions.  In these fields are 1,798 families ¢ ning to
be  Presbyterians, 2,0 8% communicants, 1,788 at-
tending Sahbath Schools and 1,748 attending the
weekly prayer meetings,

The committee report the finances in a satisfactory
condition.  They began the year with a balance due
the treasurer of $627,99, and closed it with a balanee
on hand of $98,08, showing receipts in excess of ex-
penditure of $726.02, The receipts during the year
$14,87 .45, as against $14, 186,83 for the pre-
vious year, an increase of $893.12.  Of this amount
$: 815,56 we ntributed for home missions in the
Northwest — The committee calls for contributions
equal to those of last year. The report makes ap-
propriate reference to the death of the late D,
Morrison,

we

HOME  MISSIONS =WESTERN  DIVISION

During the quarter of a century that has clapsed
since the union of 1875, the western section of the
Church has contributed  about $1,500,000 for home
mission work.  In 1875 there were 182 mission fields
and 86 augmented congregations in the western sec-
tion.  Since that date 641 new mision fields have
been organized, making a total of 839, Of this
number 93 have been merged into other congrega-
tions, 162 are now on the augmented list, 836 on the
st of home mission ficlds and 218 have become
sell-supporting: so that, during the past twenty-five
yeans the home mission i has fostered and

389

opened last yearin the western section of the church,
Bfare in Manitoha  the Northwest and  British
Columbia.

In his report Dr. Robertson states that the close
of the assembly year there were 115 missions con-
nected with the Synod of Manitoba and the North-
West Territoris, witn 438 stations ; and 8+ missions
with 811 stations, connected with  British Columhia

in all 200 missions and 749 statious  Dr Robert-
son’s review on home mission work in the above
e lays special
stress upon the importance of the church grappling
more earnestly than ever with the problem of giving
the Gospel in its purity to the foreign immigrants
who are settling in our western provinces,  Speak-
ing of the icians and Doukhobors Dr. Robertson
says: ¢ ar as one can judge, these people are
blessed with average health and are men and
woman of good physique.  They do not flock to
cities and towns but stay on the land, and they
gladly ac

ficlds is inspiring and encouraging

5

pt land that Canadians ard others re-

“jected years ago. They are helping to solve the

servant girl ' problem and the problem of cheap
Jabor, - They have much to leamn yet and they are
apt pupils, and because their industry and thwift, and
their inexpensive mode of living. they are sure to
prosper in worldly  matters.  In faith they are
Roman or Greek Catholies  Lutherans or members
of the Reformed Church.  Although they unders
stand English but imperfectly, the Roman and Greek
Cathelics attend religions services in considerable

numbers when conducted within their reach even
when the ministers are Protestants. ™

* The following statistics for the section of the
church west of Lake Superior show  the wonderful
progress that has been made since 1875,

1875 1899

Synods - ]
Preshyterics 1 15
Congregations z 146
Missions to Whites 10 200
Ministers L] 238
Cateehists 1 142
Familics whitesy 310 16,613
Single persons (whites) 226 10 035
¥ nts whites) 142 24 035
5 $5.421 $8.0 125

The expenditure on home missions | west ) last
year was $21 611,39, leaving a deficit on the 1st of
April, 190, of 788.49.  For the current year the
committee calls for $94,000 to meet growing ree
(quirements

Friday night was devoted to Foreign Missions, and
alarge congregation listened to fine addresses given
by Mr. Gauld from Formosa, Dr. Morton from
Trinidad, Messrs Russel and Wilkie from Central
India, and Mr. Winchester from British  Columbia.
The latter poured hat shot into the ranks of political

agitators in British Columbia who are clamoring for
the exclusion of the Chinese,
FOKEIGN MISSIONS

The following s a sammary ofthe Foreign Mission
report

The report of the foreign mission committed is al.
ways intensely interesting to the  Preshyterians of
Canada  Their knowledge of and former associa-
tions with the missivnarics and teachers who have
gone from Canada to labor among the b athen in
foreign lands, not a few of whom have laid down
their lives their, always invests the for I missions
of the church with growing interest and 1 some ex-
tent with a romance not incomyatible with the
sacredness and responsibility of mission wak.  The
mission staff of the church in forcign ficlds is
steadily enlarging, notwitl ling the decimati
of its ranks by death and enforced retirement. The
missionaries and teachers in foreign ficlds— Includ-

helped to support 218 congregations and raisedgto
the status of augmented charges 162 nussion fiefs,
all of which are mow giving generous help to the
various departments of the work of the church,
During the past year 42 new mission fields have
been opened, seven misson fields have became self-
supperting, and 21 have been raised to the status of
augmented charges. Of the 42 new mission fiedls

ing i ies to the Indians and Chinese of the
North.west and British Columbia—number in all
118, as follows :

New Hebrides 8—all from NovaScotia; Trinidad,
L= ten of whom aee from the maritime provinces,
the other four being East Indiars ; Demerara, 1~
from Nova Scotia; Korea, 8—from the maritime
provinces ; North-west Indians, 38  several of whom

(Continued o' Page 897 )
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