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Echoes from the General Assembly.

Of members of the General Assembly con-
spicuous for many years by their presence and
the active part they took in its deliberations, but
conspicuous this year by their absence
especially Rev. Principal Grant and Re
Robertson. In smaller measure, but in

their
own departments of work cver ready, there
were missed Rev. Dr. Laing of Dundas ; and

Rev. Dr. Proudfoot happily still spared to us
of the veterans whom it is pleasant still to see,
but whose voices not heard were Rev. Dr,
Wardrope, Rev. Dr. Middlemiss and Rev. Dr,
Gregg, the latter of whom took part in the
devotions of the assembly.  Of laymen who take
an active interest in the work of the church and
took part in the assembly's work, the most
notable were Mr. Hamillon Cassells, Judge
Forbes, Mr. Walter Paul, Mr. John A. Paterson,
and John Charlton M, P.

If the spirits of the departed can know and be
affected by the conduct of the living left behind,
our departed Home Mission leader in the west
must be satisfied with the truit of his labor. Now
that he is gone, it appeared a more sacred duty
for the church to conserve the results of his work
than it did even while he was yet alive.  When-
ever the claims and needs of the west were up,
the one prevailing feeling and desire apy arently
were to know how its interests could be best
served.  Not a single objection was offered to
any suggestion that at all appeared likely to

romote its best interests morally and religiously.
rn all this there was an entire absence of the
spirit of denominationalism, nothing was urged
on the ground of gaining priority over any other
branch of the church, it was all tor the country’s
good and the extending and building up of th
cause of Christ.  We do not remember any
General mbly that throughout was kept up
to a higher, if 50 high a spiritual level.

Ot all whom, from our vantage point in the
gallery, our eye caught, we saw in all that great
audience, on the opening evening of the assembly
no more attentive listener to the splendid pre-
sentation made by the ex-moderator of our
church's work and standing, than was Rev. Dr,
Potts, Education Secretary of the Canadian
Methodist church,  An interesting episode in the
course of the assembly's meeting was the
appearance of half a dozen christian chinamer
on the platform, conducted by Rev. R.
Mackay, D.D., our Foreign Missionary Secretary.
They appeared on behall of their christian fellow
country-men in the city, to express to the Presby-
terian church through itsassembly, theirapprecia-
tion of the interest of the people in them, and of
the efforts made by our church for their spiritual
good. One read a very brief address, in ¥nglish
50 broken as to be hardly intelligible; a second
Mr. Yin, a bright looking young m. read a
longer one in fairly good English and handed to
the moderator the original written in Chinese,
which he did not read for the edification of the
assembly, but responded suitably in English,
During all this their countenances wore an ex-

ression of vague, rather timid-looking wonder-
ing interests  Dr. Thompson, our missionary in
Montreal, translated to them the message of the
moderator trom the church Instantly their
eyes lightened and brightened, and they stepped
down from the platform evidently pleased.

The strain of his long and arduous work on
the Century Fund, has evidently told somewhat
heavily upon the agent, Rev.” Dr. Campbell,
whose health is not so good as his friends could
wish, It is hoped that a period of perfect rest,
may speedily restore his health and vigor, and
enable him to complete the work he has carried
through so successfully thus far. There was
quite a touch of pathos in his words and the
tones of his voice, when in concluding his ad-
dress after presenting his report, he said @ **If
in doing his work, he had given offence « any-
one, he asked their forgiveness ; he would never
forget all the kindness of which he had been the
and if he had failed, it was not be-
d not work and pray while engaged
in this service for the church,

Presbyterians do not believe so much in ac-
tually attaining perfection, as in following after
it, if perhaps they may attain it.  We would not
lccm'dinglz call the past assembly in all respects
perfect.  Perfection would probably be more
than we can stand ; but had it not been for the
exhibition and discussion of the unhappy state
of things in our Indore mission which was done
ina as little excep ble as perhaps
could be expected ; and the far too long time
spent in the discussion of that silliest of silly fads
the use of individual communion cups in the

Lord's Supper, the Assembly just closed might
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be called an ideal cne in its tone, spirit, and the
work it did, as well as in its moderator.

While many of our older ministers perhaps
more  particularly, punctuate their sentences
too freely with ee, e-eh, a-a. ch, a h long drawn
out we fancy it is a practice which not very long
back begun to grow up AmMong our younger
ones, and it is quite noticeable how common it
is becoming, of one hand getting out of their
way by beng thrust into the trousers’ pocket .
Possibly we are old fashioned, but we  cannot
say that we think it adds grace or dignity to the
speaker, or effect to what he is saying. This
atlitude, we do not suppose it is intended for an
" I gesture, was often to be seen prace
ticed we must say particularly among the breth-
ren, not the fathers, when addressing the As-
sembly, and it is by no means uncommon in the

Ottawa,

Rev, Robert Aylward, B. A., of Park Hill,
who so acceptably occupicd the pulpit of St
Andrew's church” during a  portion of Dr,
Herridge's holiday season last year, has been
invited to preach again this year.

Those who heard Mr. Aylward on his previous
visit to Ottawa will be pleased to know that he
takes the services in St Andrew’s next Sunday
and Sunday following.

Northern Ontario.

There are now five vacancies in Lindsay Pres-
bytery, viz: Bobcaygeon, Woodville, Glenarm
and Kirkfield,

Rev. J. Morrison, of Cedarville, has been
visiting at the Eldon Manse after attending the
general assembly,

The choir of St. Andrew's church, Lindsay,
and friends, enjoyed an excursion to Fenelon
Falls last week,

Services preparatory to the Lord's S
were held in Knox church, Beaverton, on Fi
evening by Rev. B. M. Smith, of Kirkficld.

Rev. J. R. Fraser of Uxbridge, conducted pre-
paratory services in St. Andrew's  church,
Beaverton, on Thursday evening of last week.

The children and friends of St. Andrew's
church, Eldon, held their  annual picnic at
Beaverton on the 26th ult,  The day was un-

usually cold for the season, and it cannot be said
that the outing was a pleasant one.

At the last meeting of Lindsay Presbytery the
following minute was unanimously adopted ¢
The Presbytery would desire 1o put on record i
high appreciation of thelife and labours of their
former Co-presbyter, the late Rev. D, McDon-
ald of Glenarm.  Asa man, and as a christian,
we believe he daily walked with God, working
out his own salvation with fear and trembling ;
passing the time of his <ojcurniig here in fe
As a husband and father he was kind, self-
sacrificing and exemplary 3 as a minister of the
Gospel, earnest, affectionate and throughly
seriptur nd as a member of this court, faith-
fu',.judicious and conciliatory. We thank God
for the many long yeurs of excellent work which
he was permitted to do in the Master's service,
within the bounds of this presbytery, and believe
that though dead he will vet speak for a long
time to come in the memories of these 10 whou
he so long and taithfully made known Christ and
Him crucified.  The Preshytery, with the utmost
tenderness  and  christian  sympathy  would
commend his sorrowing wife and children to Him
who has said “Leave thy fatherless children, 1
will preserve them alive ; and let thy widows
trust in me.

Western Ontario.

Rev.
Moorel

E. C. Currie, of Burn's Church and
, conducted anniv 'y services al
Gutrie, Sabbath 15 June. Owing to the very
heavy rains which fell both morning and evening
the congregations were not as large as they
otherwise would have been. By Monday eve
ing the storm had ceased, the evening
bright, the people gathered from every direction,
bund
¢

address. Miss Rivers, of Sombra, gave a
recitation which was  well received. The
quartette from St. Andrew's Church, Sarnia,
gave the remainder of the programme. The
solos by Mrs. (Dr.) Bell, Miss Morrison and Mr.
J« A, Farquharson, and duetts by Mrs. Bell and
Miss Morrison, and by Mrs. Bell and J. A.
Furquharson, the quartettes by Mrs. Bell,” Miss
Morrison and Messrs. Smart” and Farquharson
were highly appreciated by the audience as was
evidenced by the hearty encores which they
received. By request Mrs, Bell kindly sang with
much effect ** My Ain Countrie.”  The thanks of
the congregation were conveyed to the singers
to Rev E. C. Currie, Miss Rivers, to the chair-
man who so ably filled the position, and to all
others who in any way helped to make this
anniversary festival and entertainment such a
success. Receipts were $63. This now practically
frees this congregation from debt, and each of
the congregations, Plum Creek, Black Creek,
and Guthrie, besides becoming self sustaining
last spring, are free from all debt,

The anniversary services of the South West-
minister Presbyterians were held on Sunday, and
were conducted by Rev, D. R. Drummond, B.
D., of Knox Church, St. Thomas. His sermons
were able expositions ot divine truth, and were
greatly enjoyed by large congregations. The
choir of the church (Mr. Duncan McColi, leader
and Miss McPherson organist), excelled them-
selves in the excellence of the praise service,
On account of the very cool weather the garden
party and strawberry festival Monday, could not
be held on the lawn In the spacious and
beautiful lecture room, ice cream, strawberries
m, cake, and other dainties, were
served to between four and five hundred people,
This part of the evening's entertainment was
splendidly managed by the ladies and gentl
men who had charge of it.  When the m 4
and literary entertainment began the church was.
packed to the doors, and many cou'd not gain
an entrance. Dre McC the pastor, was in
the ch Addresses were given by Rev, R.
Mclntyre, Tempo, and Rev. H, D. Moyer,
Belmont  Mr. Robert Laidlaw, B. A., who had
recently returned from a two years' course in
the colleges of the old country, gave a bright
and very interesting talk on his tour through the
old lands.  The South Presbyterians are 0 be
heartily congratulated on the success of their
services.

The indnction of Rev. Hector McKay, B. A,
into the pastorate of St. George's Church, Lon-
don Junction, drew a large attendance of clergy-
men and laymen to that church, on 26th June.
Rev. Mr. McKay comes from Kootenay Pres-
bytery, B. C., and cnters upon his new’ charge
with every prospect of a successtul and happy
pastorate.  The following clergymen were pres-
ent at the induction :  Rev. Dr. Johnston (pre-
siding), Rev. Alex Henderson (clerk), Rev. Dr,
McCrae, Re . J. MeGilliveay, Rev. W, ],

lark, Rev. J. G. Stuart, Rev. R. C. McDer-

mid (uf Fingal), and Rev. J. Lindsay (ot Kintore),
The induction sermon was  delivered by Rev.
Mr. McDermid from the text: “Laborers to-
gether with God.™  The questions and vows of
office were tendered by Dr, Johnston and res-
ponded to by Mr. McKay, after which Dr,
Johnston offered the induction prayer.  Mr. Me-
Kay then received the right hand “of fellowship
from the clergymen present.  Rave Dr. McCrae
gave an impressive charge to the new  pastor,
while Rev W, J. Clark spoke to the congrega-
tion, urging upon them their duty to be loyal to
the church and its minister.  Mr. McKay was
cordially welcomed by the members of his
church at the close of the service.
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and after doing ample justice to the
of good things provided by the ladi

gregation, who, by the way, are nnsurpassed in
getting up a tasty festival, all repaired to the
church to hear the excellent programme provid-
ed. When the Sarnia Quartette arrived a full
house awaited them. Rev W, D. Bell, of
Colunna, was appointed chairman. Rev. E. C.
Currie favored the audience with two entertain-
ing readings and also gave a good practical
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