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the "River of llic West. ' The followinp fact,

80 honorable to ihe ciiizens of Oregon City

and all who joined with them, phonld not h«

omitted ; that on hearing of the innocenoe of

the five CayuBC prixonera they began to circu-

late a petition to get iheni a respite ; their sym-

pathies increased much more on learning tli«ir

declaration ; but, the governor being absent,

there was no one to sign it.

Rev, T. Mespli^ was ordained a priest on

May 25th.

In answor to the bishops assembled in coun-

cil at St. Paul's in 1848, there arrived from

Rome, on Sept. 29th, briefs bearing the date

of May 81st 1850, to the effect of creating the

district of Nisqually into a diocese, and trans-

ferring the bishop of Walla Walla to that see;

and suppressing the diocese of Walla Walln,

and passing its administration and those «»f

the districts of Colville and Fort Hall to the

archbishop, in consequence of which the bish-

op of Nisqually leaves the Dulles, visits St.

Francis Xavier's mission of Cowlitz, and on

Oct. 27lh 1850, fixes his resideiice at Fort

Vancouver.
Hiiving thus brought our history of the Cath-

olic Church in Oregon down to the present es-

tablishment of the three sees of Oregon City.

Nisqually and Vancouver Island, we close our

Sketches.

SHORT BIOGRAPH 1 1">4

OF THR
THREE PIONEER BISHOPS

OF THR
PROVINCE OF OREGON.

Archbishop F. N. Blaschkt.

Franv'ois Norbert Blanchet, missionary and

tirst bishop and archbishop of Oregon City.

U. S. A., SOI! of Pierre Blanchet. a Canadian

tarmer, was born Sept. 30th 1795. near St.

Pierre, Riviere .'.u Sud, Province of Quehee.

After three ycnrs in the villKire school he went

in 1810. with his brother Angustin Magloire,

later to first bishop of Walla Walla and Nis-

qually, to the seminary of Quebec, where he

was ordained priest July 18fh, 1819. He wa«

statioued at the catliedr.tl (or a year and was

ihon sent to Richibucto. N«w Bniiifwick. as

|nsHr of the Micmac Indians and Aradinn

settlers. In 1827 he was recalled to MonircMl.

and appointed pnstrr of Sonhmges. l)nriri<;

the cholera of 18,32 he attended the strii ken to

fearlessly (hat the Protestants of the p ace pn-

sented him with a testimonial. In 18.S7 le

was a| pointed vicar gener*-' by bi^hop Sigmiy

f( r the Orc;;oti mission, and he set out on Mj'v

.3rd, 18;'8. accompanied by the Rev. Modestc

Demers with the annual express of the Hud-

Kon Bay C« nj any. and they arrived at F< rt

Vancouver on Nov. 24th.

For four years they labored alone. Tlicy

were lien reinfonn-d, fnm tiro? to lime, ly

other
I
ricsf!», both secular and regular, and by

Sisters of N >tre Dame of Namur, Belgium.

On Dec. 1st 1.''48, the Oregon missi. u became

a \ icariale Apostolic and Father Blanchet was

named its first vicar. He was consecrated

bishop in Montreal on July 26lh, 1845. He
visited Europe at different times in quest of

priests and financial help. On July 24lli, 1846.

the vicariate was erected into a province ami

bishop Blanchet was made archbishop of Or-

egon City, his brother Magloire b»)canie bishop

of Walla Walla, and Father Demers bishop

«if Vancouver's Island.

The iirchbishnp was indefatigable. He held

his first provincial council in 1848. attended

the first plenary council of Baltimore in 1852,

went in 1855 to Sonih America an«l collected

for two years in Chile, Peru and Bolin'a; he

went to Canada in 1859 and returned -.vith 31

priests and sisters. He attended the second

plenary council cf Baltimore in 1860 : on July

19th. 1869, he celebrate*! hid golden jubilee of

ordination, and in the following October set

out - Rome to assist at the Va'ican council

in ! . J. When bishop Seghers was made hi.-^

coadj nr in 1879, he retired to the hospital of

the sii»ters of Providence at Portland. He is

the author of the "Historical Sketches of the

Catho'ic ( hurch in OregDii." In 1880 he re-

signed and died in Portland June 18i|i. 1883.

He found on the Pacific coast a wilderness,

both .spiritual and material; lielef. after 4H

vears of heroic work, a well organized ecclc-

Mastical province. He will \te known in Am-
erican history as the Apostle of Oregon.


