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DOUBT THEIR LOYALTY

to British institutions ? Their loyalty was sorely tried. Shortly
after 1759, the date so frequently referred to by my hou. friend
as that of the conquest of the French Canadian people, within
twenty years from that every effort was made to cause them to
change their allegiance from Canada, and with what result ? I

cannot conceive the loyalty of a people being subjected to greater
strains than that to which the French Canadian people were sub-
ject to during the events which immediately succeeded the Treaty
of Paris. What were the events which were going on across the
border at that time ? The thirteen colonies were in revolt, and
were anxious

TO DESTROY BRITISH RULE IN AMERICA,

and to get the French Canadians to throw in their lot with them.
At that time. General Washington issued a proclamation appeal-
ing to all the passions, the fears, the cupidity and the prejudices

of the French Canadian people to throw off their allegiance to
Great Britain and

TO JOIN THE UNION.

That appeal was made accompanied by threats of invasion ; the

invasion followed, and the war continued for a length of time

;

^nd who were the strongest to help to sustain the British arms
iind British institutions during that period ?

WHERE DID THE FRENCH CANADIANS

make default or prove themselves unworthy of citizens of Great
Britain during that time ? The records of the attitude of the

French Canadian people under those trials ought to be sufficient

to save them from the insults which are now heaped upon them.
Let me read some of the appeals which were made by General
Washington to the fears, the passions and the prejudices of the

French Canadians at that time to induce them to throw off their

allegiance to Great Britain :

" We rejoice," said General Washington, " that our enemies have been
deceived with regard to you ; they have persuaded themselves—they have
even dared to say—that the Canadians were not capable of distinguishing

between the blessings of liberty and the wretchedness of slavery ; that grati-

fying the vanity of a little circle of nobility would blind the people of Canada.
By such artifices they hoped to bend you to their views, but they have been
deceived. * * * * Come, then, ray brethren, unite with us
in an indissoluble union ; let us run together to the same goal. * *

Incited by these motives, and encouraged by the advice of many friends of

liberty among you, the grand American Congress have sent an army into

your province, under the command of Qeueral Schuyler—not to plunder,
but to protect you—to animate and bring forth into action those sentiments
of freedom you have disclosed, and which the tools of despotism would
extinguish through the whole creation. To co-operate with this design, and
to frustrate those cruel and perfidious schemes, which would deluge our
frontiers with the blood of women and children, I have despatched Colonel


