
HRREDITY IN RKLATFON TO EDITCATION. f

I will, tli,,refore, eniieavor to assist in aoine uieKsure in the aolu-
tion of tluH prohlnin, l,y eallinK attention to a guide to tht. individual
nature through the sui)ject of heredity.

Froin the earliest times heredity or the resemblance of offijprinc to
parents has Uen adndtted, in some vague way at leiist ; and if thiswere now as clearly recognized for man as it is by breeders of our
domestic animals, 1 would anticipate greater human progress than is
likely till sound views on this subject are more widespread and more
deeply impressed.

'^

How tew have ever seriously sat down and pondered upon such
questions ft.s these

: Why is my nature such as it is 1 To whnt degreeam i, »nd in what measure are ancestors concerned in my being what
I am 1 What urn J likely to become 1

1 presume one might safely affirm that most persons here nerer
directly faced such considerations at all. Probably many would
regard it as impossible to account in any approximately satisfactoryway for their physical and mental make-up, and would be very apt to
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But if we were to visit the establishment of some successful
breeder of domestic animals, we would find no such hazy mental condir
tion. Ihe breeder does know why his stock is such as it is You
point to some admirable specimen and compare it with another of
plainly inferior merit, arid ask him the reason. He does not attempt
to explain the difference by th« pasture, but he tells you that the l^s
valuable animal is a common cross-breotl without extended pedigree,
while the other is derived from ancestors that he can trace for venera-
tions, and the parents of which are now on his farm, the purchase
price having been a large one.

The breeder would have been greatly puzzled if such ancestors had
produced offspring entirely unworthy of themselves. The same applies
to the vegetable .world. " Do men gather grapes of thorns, oi tigs of
thistles^ But apparently we often expect this rule to be reversedm regard to human beings. The fact is, man was so much regarded
as a creature apart by himself, with laws of his own, laws that were,
every now and then at least, interfered with in some inexplicable way^
that the public nund got demoralized ; for nothing can be so dissw!
troi^ as to beheve that the laws of nature are subject to changeWe may require to modify our views as to what the laws of nature
really are, but so far as the world has yet learned, these laws are
invariable.

I must confess myself to have had at one time almost unbounded
taith in the changes that the environment could work, and especially
that nnrf. nS if ilioi- ,n,,^ „„11 —I..., i.- „ i iU » _ •'"""' r— - '- ••• "'— "• •-«! cvtuCtttiuu, ill the narrowey senae, Uut a
close study of heredity, by observation and exoeriment, in breeding
some of our domestic animals for a term of years, has rery strongly
impressed upon my mind the strength of heredity


