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w;w fully caii3titatc(l by bis inspired apostlej», evorvtliing was

proccodod with in an orderly way. The social relation of believers

to one another, the maintenance of tlie means of grace anionft- them,

and the execution of the .Saviotir's commission, that the Gospel

should be i)rcached to every creature, were not left to the spon-

taneous action of the spiritual life in individual converts, but

Kocured under orderly and authoritative direction. In proof of this

we ini^ht refer to the way in which a auccessor to Judas was chosen,

in which Deacons were ai)pointed to i ul to the intereets of the poor,

in which the first Gospel messengers to the heathen nations were sent

forth, and in which the young mauTimothy was taken into the work of

the ministry. To those we shtdl have occasion to again refer shortly.

In the primitive church there may have been, and there doubtless

was, much voluntary service rendered, bnt the interests of the Chui-oh

were not left to depend on such. And if the mainteiumce and pro-

pogation of the gospel in the Apostolic age could not bo left to the

ze.al and discretion of individual converts, how much less could they

be so left now ? Would not the discontiniu-nce of a regularly o])-

pointcd ministry be to a large extent the dissolution and destructiou

of the church itself?

'I he constitution of the christian church se(?ms to have been

formed nftm- the model of the Jewish Synagogue, and where the

converts were chieily Jews, the one seems, by a kind of natural

transition, to have taken its lise out of the other. A bench of

elders with one of their number as jjresidcnt, was the synagogue

form of governnuMit, and when such oflicers were convert'^d to the

gospel they probably retained in the christian church the same

position which they had held in the Jewish. Where such were

not among the converts or not in sulhcient nund)er, others were by

election and ordination set apart to the oflicc. As in the Acta of

the Apostles and in several of the Epistles, we find frequent refbr-

encc to these elders as the constituted rulers of the church. The

relief funds for the destitute saints at .Jerusalem were s«ut to the

care of the ciders; the disputed (luestion of circunici.singthe GentiJo

uouvcrls, was referred for decision to the apostles and ciders
;
the


