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than those that perished, so that there was no sifting.

The indiscriminate elimination involved in thinning

turnips with a hoe benefits the survivinajngriduals but

it does not improve the race. The /^^^[^Sa^t of the

struggle for existence that is of dire^^olutionary im-

portiance is discriminate eliminatioiZ-'wiere the presence

or absence of a particular characteilde^rmines survival,

or, what comes to the same thing inU^^ong run,^ter-

mines relative success in producing a^^ft^^M^JS^^^*
For it must be understood that the pro<»li!u olWlection

is often very slow and even gentle in its operations.

(c) We must also notice the obstinate confusion of

thought that selection in the struggle for existence must,

automatically as it were, result in the survival of some-

thing desirable. What it results in is the survival (im-

mediate or distant) of the relatively more fit to the con-

ditions of life. It may work towards degeneration as well

as towards progress, as is well iUustrated by that evasion

of the struggle for existence caUed parasitism—the door

to which is always open. The Uver fluke is ' fit '
as well as

the sheep, and the tapeworm is as well adapted to its

inglorious lot as the lark at heaven's gate.

{d) But there is an even deeper misunderstanding. In

spite of many protests, beginning with Darwin's, the idea

of the struggle for existence has often been expressed in

a narrow and wooden way. It is a fact of life much

bigger and subtler than the words suggest, and we do well

to bear in mind Darwin's proviso that the phrase was to

be used ' in a large and metaphorical sense, including

dependence of one being on another, and including (which

is more important) not only the life of the individual, but

success in leaving progeny ' . The phrase is a shorthand for-

mula, summing up a vast variety of strife and endeavour,

of thrust and parry, of action and reaction.

What are the facts of the case ? Living creatures are

continuaUy being confronted with overwhelming diffi-
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