
dtetrlct. Th« are* purebaMd waa ov*r
four mllliona of acrea Inataad of tll,-

T(( aa Mr. BovMr atatea, and tha or*

der-ln-councll of 8«pt. 4th. 1901,

provca that HeinM'a Interaat waa not

In 683,000 but 643,112, although tha
agreement of 1*11 aaya 416,000. Tha
price paid waa 40 centa an acre, after

remitting all arreara of taxea, which
muBt have been a very great aum. If

Mr. Bowaer'a 60 centa an acre la right;

they also allowed very large timber
limits to be reserved by the company.
No tuxes had ever been collected, for,

on page 14, Mr. Dowser himself ad-
mita thiit "In 1912, the year they

could become taxable, the C. P. R. sold

out to avoid taxation." (Applause.) But
Helnxe's Interest and other large areaa

were taxable from the year 1901, and
here. In the Journals of 1906, page
1?3. Is a resolution declaring that

th' M lands were taxable, and con-

demning the present government for

falling to collect at least $460,000 In

taxes from June, 1903, when they

took oflfloe, till 1908. (Applause.) So
Instead of doing his duty at the proper

time Mr. Bowser failed to do It all the

time he acted as solicitor for Mr.

Helnze. Helnie was taxable from 1901

Instead of 1914, but Mr. Bowser sat

four years In the house as a private

member and six years as attorney-

general before he brought In the act

to tax his former client. (Loud
applause.

)

Only "Mountain Tops."
Again the C. P. R. or the older com-

panies had sold out over three-quar-

ters of a million acres of the best land,

including the Crow's Nest coal fields,

before the government bought what
remained, and Sir Thomas Shaugh-
nessy swore before the select commit-
tee of 1903 that the Columbia &
Western lands along the railway In

the Nelson district were only "moun-
tain tops" while the C. P. R. land
commissioner stated they were "of no
value whatever." Yet this is what
was bought by the government at 40

cents an acre, while, as we have
state^; In the "The Crisis," the Nelson
assessment rolls for 1913 show that
the pick of the land previously secured
by certain speculators is assessed at
an average value of 10 cents per acre.

The taxation on that is 4 per cent.

(Laughter and applause.)
The long discussion of other rail-

ways by Mr. Bowser is beside the
mark. We simply mentioned them on
page 25 in discussing the government
guarantees to the C. N. P. railway
and P. Q. E. railway to show that in

every case where guarantees of bonds
had been given, the government has
had to pay the Interest. (Applause.)
And Mr. Bowser puts a false statement

In our mouth when ha quotea ua aa
aaying they have yet to pay |9I,S30 a
year. We distinctly said this had l)«en
done In ;he past 12 years, and we prove
our statement by page 21 of the public
accounts. Again I ask, who Is best
able to prove all statements made?

PuaalcH Mr. Bowser.
Now, let mo point out to Mr. Bow-

ser something which seems to puislo
him very much. Talking of land for
pre-einptlon on page 30, he assured
us that they have the land but not the
pre-emptor, and he cannot explain
why when pre-emptions are offered
in such places as Malcolm Island.
Nootka Island, and the South Fork of
the Kraser Klver it la not taken. If
he, as minister of agriculture, will turn
up the surveyor-general's report for
last year, he will know all about it.

On page 169 we learn that in Malcolm
Island "the whole Island Is heavily
timbered" with scrubby timber "of
little commercial value" with a "dense
thicket of underbrush through which
It Is difficult to force one's way with-
out the use of a machete." The only
"fairly-open" area Is Jack-pine swamp
In the Interior which needs ditching
and draining. "The cost of clearing
would be very great, probably $300
per acre, and it is not to be expected
that a pre-emptar could make a living
off his land alone for several years."
(Laughter.) On pages 175 and 176
we are told the same regarding
Nootka Island. The area suggested
for settlement is partly "cut up
with rough, rocky knolls and
ridges" and where it is flat It la

"swampy"; the timber is "generally
scrubby". There is not a waggon road
on the Island, and the cost of clearing
will run from $150 to $500 per acre.
The surveyor says: "I would estimate
the cost of clearing at about $300 per
acre on the average." (Laughter and
applause.)
When I came to read the report on

the South Fork of the Fraser, 1

thought that here there was a reason-
able chance to pre-empt decent land,
but I found on looking at the pre-
emptor's map, that practically all that
is at all suitable or accessible Is al-
ready taken, while "beaver-swamps
and sloughs," "swampy land and mus-
keg," "considerable rock and bould-
ers," and flooding from the Fraser
river, are terms that describe much
of the whole area. There are no roads
at all and the surveyor refuses to
prophesy about the agricultural value
of the district. Truck gardening Is

rscommended, with the prairie as the
nearest market. (Lau«;hter.) And,
remember, this Is where the most
of the Hon. Mr. Ross' 4,600,000
acres are reserved for the pre-


