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to US as some hideous monster with lioriis aiiJ hoofs aiici

spear, and with a countenance expressive of the i^reatest
depravity, malice, and wickedr.ess. and as associated with
deeds of horrible fouhiess and sliame, and in open and
avowed warfare aj^^ainst all-oodand virtue and happiness.

No doubt Satan himself is the author of all such repre-
sentations. They are amonj;- his " wiles" and "devices"
to divert attention from the real devil to an imai^inary one,
that he may the better carry on his schemes in another,
and his real character. The real devil is tlie very oppos-
ite ot this. He "fashions himseliinto an an.i,«-el of lij;ht,"

and his servants also "fashion themselves as ministers
of ri^rhteousness," (2 Cor. 11:14-15). '» i"^ often exceed-
inj^ly difficult to distinguish them from those they seek to
personate. J'heir place of warfare is not in the haunts of
vice, but in the heavenly places. Their purpose is not
primarily to brinjc men into sin and crime and sufTerini; here.
They have a far deeper p-npose tliai. ''at. They know
that the link which comiects the Christian with C'hrist and
all ^ooii here and iiereafter is his faith, and therefore they
make their chief assault upon this. They strike at the
vitals, and Iea\e the results to follow. They seek to blind
man's eyes as to the truths of God, and the Cospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ. They labor by every means to substi-

tute something else for the work of Christ as the foimda-
tion of our faith. Or if we will not accept " another >,'-os-

pel," they seek lopul into our minds and hearts doubts as
to the truth of the doctrines of j^race, and of the Hible as
the Word of God. Knterin^'- the sphere of the he -venly

places, they attack the most vital truths that j^-ive us peace
and rest. livery Christijui knoAs what a struggle he has
at times to maint;i-M a sense of the reality of spiritual
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