
THE SACRIFICE OF THE HORSE

AMERICAN STOCK DEPLETED

That the European war threatened to deplete the 
stock of horses even in the United States is emphasized 
by a careful computation which fixed at 185,023 the 
number of horses shipped to the warring nations from 
July 1, 1914, to March 31, 1915. The value of the 
animals, according to an inventory compiled from the 
manifests of ships transporting the horses is placed at 
$40,695,057. During that same period 26,976 mules, 
valued at $5,143,270, were sent abroad.

Buyers representing the British, French and Russian 
governments were reported as searching the country 
for more, and, according to estimates made by shippers, 
at least 120,000 animals were to be shipped to Europe 
during the summer of 1915.

Frank L. Neall, statistician, asserted that few persons 
realized the extent of the raid made by European 
buyers on the horse market. “ Shipments,” he said, 
“have been made from New Orleans, Newport News, 
Portland, Boston and New York. During the month 
of March, 33,694 horses were shipped, representing a 
value of $8,088,974.”

Shippers were deeply interested when it became 
known for a certainty that the German government 
had representatives purchasing horses in the West. 
Wood Brothers, the largest horse dealers in Nebraska, 
were asked to bid on a 25,000-head shipment. Ruling 
prices for the grade of horses desired by foreign buyers 
have ranged from $175 to $200 per head.

The stockyards in New Orleans, where these animals 
were assembled, cover about eight acres and shed 3,500 
animals. Horses were thoroughly examined as to
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