
anil allow(-4] In grow up to wcitlx, which In wnroe than tmvlns no cnrdi'n. Tho hIzo

of ttu> fiinilly. tho kInilH of vpifftiitili'" srown, tlu- fertility of the moII, the spiiHon,

iilitl the inctlKiiN umih| (lottTiiiInc lo ii liiriri' cxtfiit tlip iirii|i<'r hI/j' of tin- irariU-ii.

From oliscrviitions iiiiKU- liy llio wrIliT. Ji -.Mrilrn .V) x M feci whi-rc IrrltfMtloii 1«

|K)SMililt', h.kI T,t> X Urn fci't In llic unlrriv itwl (lUtrlctM. mIiouUI |iro<Iuci> an iilinndauci'

of vi'Ki'talili'M fiir a family «t Mm-. Tlili .locn not Inc'.nilf Ihf area nt-ocssary fur till"

main crop of p.itatoi'H, The area avail ililc on wunc city IoIk may 1«' only a few

liUndriHl wpiare fi'et. I>nt even this anionnt of Innil. properly lianclliMl. can lie made

to prodiici' enou«li radlslu's. lettuce, etc., for the table during the Hummer.

FERTILIZERS.

Well-rotted stalile nmnnre l.s the lieHt (feneral fertilizer for tho carden. While

the planl-fiiixl content Is not as lilifh as In some of the connnerclal fertilizers. It Is

of great value to improve the physical comlltlon of t' r sidl. It makes clayey soils

lluhler. earlier, and easier to work, and makes sjinily soils retain moisture lietter.

Increasing the supply of avallahle plant-fcHid, and prevontlng them from hlowlnt!.

Where winter rains are "ommo .. aiul esis-clally on slopliiB land, manure should not

lie applied until siirlin;.

Where sialile munure Is not nvallalile, commercial fertilizers should he con-

slderisl. or they may lie u.sed to advantatfe In conjunction with stable matmre.

Their main value lies In the amount of nitrogen, phosphoric acid, and potash they

contain. They appear on the nuirket In many forms, and before buying any a

complete knowUnlge of their plant food contents should be obtained. By comparing

the guarantee on the label on the sack with the tubles In Circular No. 2.s, " Fertilizers

for Krults and Vegetables." which may be secun>d u|ion nsiuest from the Department

of .\griculture. a knowledge of their actual value may be securwl. This will show

whether they are really worth the price asked; but careful exiierimenting with

different fertilizers lui tlu' garden Is the only way to determine whether it will jmy

you to apply them. Where i. > elements are a|iplied separately, the ix>tash and

phosphuric-acld m.inures should be appileil during the fail or wijiter, and the ultmte

of soda, from which we get our nitrogen in its most available form, should be applied

in light applications (usually Vi to 1 lb. per sipmre rod) at intervals of about three

weeks to the growing crops.

Crops grown 'or Jeaf production, as lettuce and cabbage, require more nitrogen

than do the rcKit and tuber croiw, [wtntoes, turnips, etc., whicli re<iuire more potanh

and pliosphotic add. Where plants are grown as In a vegetable garden, it is often

imiM)ssible to consider then Individual fertilizer recpilrenieuts. The following mix-

ture Is re<'ommend»'d as a general dressing for a vegetable-garden 50 x DO fi'et:

Nitrate of soda. 10 lb.; muriate or sulplwte of iwtash. 2.") lb.; and phosphoric acid

in the form of bone-meal finely ground, ."lO lb., or acld-i)hosphate, l."i lb. If possible,

these three fertilizers should be applie<l as suggeRte<l ubove,

I.lme Is beneficial to most soil, and esi>echilly If it is inclined to be sour. From
no to 100 lb. Is sufliclent for a plot HO x HO feet. It should be ain>lled In the fall or

very early spring. As the results last over a number of years, an application every

four or five years is sufficient.

PREPARATION OF THE SOIL.

The vegetable-garden should be ploughed or si)aded to a dei>th of 7 or 8 inchiw

in the fall. This will oiien the soil to the elTects of the weather, und also destroy

many injniiou-- insects, besides |>ermittiiig the soil to absorb any moisture whlc.

may fall in tiie form of rain or snow. If fresh stable manure is use<I, it should be

applied in the fall.

In the .spring, after the land Is ploughed again and harrowed well, the surface

should be worked and reworked with a hand-rake until It is freed from all clods

and is fairly firm. Having done 'his, the seed-bed is pre|»aretl, but any iwrtiou of

the garden not planted at the t"me of preparation .<<hould be hoed and reraked

previous to following plantings in order to conserve moisture and to kill any weeds

which may have started.
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