
secured by means ui tlic must perfect modern facilities for inter-

coinmtinicatioii. Hence, among the most iirjjent and fimduniental

of the subjects which may present themselves for (hscussion at

the coming' Conference, are those of transportation, postal, and

electric cable facilities.—the latter in a special degree. The most

practical and effective direction of sound imperial develtipment

has been indicated by a well known public-spirited citizen at once

of the Dominion and the I'jnpire, whose views extensively set

forth'^ have gained tiie support of many of the most eminent men
in Canada, and (luitc recently liave been w idely promulgated

by one of the most intlucnlial political ass(tciations in the Cnited

Kingdom. t This matter, as is well known, has occupied years of

labour, and although the fru'ts may appear to some impatient and

less practical spirits as somewhat slow in maturing, it mu:,t nirt

be forgotten that the spanning of the I'acific by a submarine

telegraph has been a direct outcome of these efforts, and that this

first result forms no inconsiderable portion of the whole circle of

Imperial cables advocated. .Moreover, as exemplilied in the case

of Imperial penny postage, tardiness in c<ir ilete ucvelopment is

quite frequently a feature in matters of the most lasting im-

portance.

Since public opinion is the fundamental and most important

factor in determining all great matters in democracies, there can

be few interests which the public opinion of the Empre should

have more at heart than that of improving its own in.elligence.

Let us hope, therefore, that members of the Colonial Conference

will devote attention to this most elemental of all needs.

"Vidf LfUer lo Ihe Earl of Elg^in, Secretary ol State for the Colonies, by Sir
Sandford Fleming, and other document*.; e.j/. Sessional Papier Xo. 67, Can-
ad.i, iqo6.

tin a phamplik't on the Establishment of a great Imperial Intelligence Union
as a means of promoting the wellbeing of tbe Empire; issued under the
ausptce>i uf the Eighty Club.

Adam Shortt.


