Bridge

Fred Karpin

Today's deal is one of the
classic ‘‘double dummy”’
problems in bridge. By
‘“‘double dummy” is meant
that you're allowed to look at
all four hands as you try to
work it out.

The problem was com-
posed by the late Walter
Duranty, one of the great
journalists of our time. When
he composed this problem in
1951, ‘Mr. Duranty —stated
simply that the final contract
was an impossible six
spades, with .South as
declarer. Actually, there is
no conceivable bidding
sequence that could-get
South to a six-spade con-
tract. So phave created an
‘“‘impossible’’ sequence,
which is based on the
assumption that South had
his nine and four of clubs
mixed up with his spades;
and, hence, thought that he
possessed a six-card spade
suit headed by the A-Q-J-10.

Both sides vulnerable,
South deals.
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Opening lead: Three of 4.

For those who might want
to try to figure out how South
can fulfill his six-spade
contract on his own power,
take a few minutes off to
study the four hands. For

| those who want the solution

Y | immediately, here it is.
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trump lead with his ace,
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discarded. Then follow four RUTOWATIC FINE Tun-
club leads, the board’s four

diamonds being discarded.
South’s fourth club lead is

| the four-spot, which East has °
no option but to win with his

eight.

As can be observed, East’s
remaining five cards are five
hearts. After having been
put into the lead with the
eight of clubs, East has no
choice but to lead a heart,
% thereby trapping his part-
ner’s queen, and enabling
dummy to win five heart
o | tricks. Thus South comes
: home with his contracted-for
twelve tricks: four spades,
three clubs, and five hearts.
% » The reader will note that
f;; the slam contract could have
¥ " been defeated immediately
7 if West had opened his ace of
* diamonds at trick one, upon

which East would have

5 discarded a heart or a club.
3 At trick two, West would
o then have led another
% diamond, which East would
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PORT CREDIT BRIDGE
CLUB

Monday Afternoon

N-S Bina Adams — Roy
Dalton

E-W Ella O'Marra — Marg -

Clark

Monday Evening

First John and Jeanine
Follows

Wednesday Evening

First Marg Clark — Mary
Clough

* MISSISSAUGA BRIDGE

CLUB

Tuesday evening

N-S Nigel Zeller — B Sheryer
E-W Rune Wallman — B.
Lafradi .

Thursday afternoon

E-W Grace Shunk — Jean
Holrhes,
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