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specially made to uiielter the, famnily i
cam of a raid of this sort. Into this pit
she lowered the three sualer children,
giving them blankets, then knowng that
they were safe, for the time bemng at, any
rate, she took three new Whichester rifles
from the cupboard and sitood i readiness.
.Thus as Ralph and $hera arrived at

the doorway loaded rifles were thrust.
hito- their hanids, and next moment the
heavy wooden barge was shot acrosa the
paneisAil round the trading pest walls were
oaal firing prta from which the occu-

pants couLdshoot while Iying on the
lo, and at t*ieee, so that they could

*atch bath the front and the back of the
houae, the tbree too up their poiios

In- the meaiitime the Indiana hd been
flring- steadily, unctuatig each volley-
with weird and J>l ýoodcurdhnîg eries which
lent an atmosphere of savagery ta the
whole proceedng. Dusk was rapidly
f ,andsinoe the red men had sense

tae show- themnselvesit vas
onyôccasionaily that an answering dis-

charge came from the shanty, the occu-
pants af vhich were nursng their none
too lib&rM supply of arnmumitien.

As darkness feUl the Indiana 'became
bolder, aud shot after shot now broke the

%'ilenoe of the hbis. Inside the trading
Ipost white wreaths of amoke hung i the
atmosphere; the amalle., children, fight-

eued by the noms, began ta vail dolefully,
their crics issuing fntly through the
closed trap door. The room vas in
4prkness, and outaide littie could bc seen
axnong the shadows. A moving pateh of
.gre wyas sufficient to draw the fire of the
defending rifles, as with blackened faces

and smarting eyes the white settiers
peered through the firing porté. Hour
after hour seemed to=ps by; the Indiana
feil slent, but ideadly earnest they
centiued the siege. Inrnan knew net
that Grey Eagle, in the ineantime, Lad
visited the land af Lis people i Dakota,

1returning on a scalp naid with a fresh
band of savages who vere nov accom-
paying him. It vas clear that therem tbe a fair nnnber of theni, and as
the darkness becaine more itense a fresh
danger presented itseif.

It vas only possible for the three
occupants t1 watch thiree of the vails of
the trading post at a time, and they
,ealised Low .easy it would -beè for the
Indiana te creep up and set fire ta the
house under cover of the darkness. If
thiff happened they would be caught like
rats. in a trap-eveni the underground pit
would afford them ne shelter.

At length, when it Lad become se dark
that they could Lardly sec' at ail, Shem
crept up te his father's side and said-
"lWe cant keep thîs on much longer, Dad.
We haven't any too mueh amniunition,
and it den't seem as though they'il quit
trnl they've forced us eut."

P4ph Inroan grunted agreement. H1e
kueW enly too veli that what bis son
said was-true, yet ne alternative but te
fight grimly on occurred te bis mind.
Receiving ne answer Shem crept back te
lus port, but only te think eut the scheme
Le Lad in mind. That the Indians would
end the fight before daylight rame if
tbey possiblv Could Le knew, and there-
fore,, if lie merc te put bis Dp1sn intn%
practice, every moment was of vaLle.

Hie mind made up Shem raped his
ayto the trap door, and ilently opne

it. Under the sbanty was an air space
of two feet or no, which Lad been reuqghly
fdiin hp , et vthe walof the
pit dao as tc keep out the cold. Oncemie te pit Shem diacarded the rifle,

then ibo th band abed the pet
wail tili it yielded, leavig an open acem~
to the air. space under the floor. Tkis
done lie crept out mnto the chill night air
wbich ameit refreshing and fragrat aftr
the smoke-ridden atmeosphere of, the
tradig room.

It was tlie-work of a moment te niake
up the gap, and thia done Shem, kuife ini
hand, prooeeded to creep on through the
pitch blcke under the floor -towar<jg
the stable. He knew that, at any mo-
ment, lie -might encounter one Of the
Indians 'who Lad crept under the heuae
to ire it, and Le knew too that such 'an
encounter would be to the death, and
that even if lie vere victorious it would
probably put an end to Lis plan.- ..

Notbmng happened, however, as Le crept
on with ears tense, till finally Le found

himff utin heopen. Just ahead Was
the stable, from which cme the ru"ls
movements of the two frightened horme.
[t was lucky that the Indians Lad nct

finished the animail off, since it Lad been
impossible £or those in the house to hring
their rifles to beai in that direction.

Shem osse a amail black cayuse
ai .vhich Le vas very proud, for it Lad,
been given te him by a young Cree brave
Whowas dyingeofa bulet wound. The
boy vas a geod Lerseman and though
White Star, as Le called Ïus mount on
account of the pure white star on its
forehead, was net posscssed of exceptional
speed, she vas as sure-footed as a moum-
tai goat and thoroughly at home amidst
the rugged slopes of the mountain foot-
hilla.

Stili on ail fours Shem reached the
door. of the stable, and to Lis intense
relief feund it unlatched. Slowly ho
opened it, and wriggled iu thro h the
aperture like a snake. Once insîde Le
rose te bis feet, sud hastily took the
saddle and bridle from the wail. TLoe
groping Lis way te WILite Stars Lead Le
saddled sud bridled Ler.

"White Star," Le whispered. "Ity5
neck or nothing to-nigbt, old girl, and
ve've got te get tbrough vith it some-
how." Then quietly Le. thiew 'the door
vide open and leapt into tLe saddle.

Next moment the Indians vere startled
by a loud triuinphant cry aud the pound-
îng of Loof s. Like a rocket-WLfte star
and ber rider shot from the stable, and
next moment the Indians sav tLe racing
cayuse in the very midst of tbem. They
had ne time te, fire even Lad ~Ltey recovered
from their surprise sufllciently te do 00
and while they' Lesitated tbe bey aD4
herse were swalloved up in tbe darkness
behind tbem.

Shem sbouted a farevel te Lis peOPJc2
-and heard bis motber's blessing sheuted
affer him. Next moment Le Lad Piunged
nto the fort sad tLe dark waters of
Tumbledown River vere splashing against -

the girth straps by bis feet'.
A- already stated, it vas sixteen miles

te Only Ford hy the trail, but Shemn kneW
a wýi v mwhich would at leaSt halve the
diztanre, if enly it could be accomplished.
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