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"L1addie's" Letteir- -In the Convalescent ArluNý'
BY Bonnycastle Dale

QUAINT old place Godalming
sonsome sunny mornings.I UIwith its ivy clad homes and

jcj ean white village houses,
these are ail blocked off and

eut 'Up by strips of painted wobcl. its
excellent roads and firm pavements.
()n the former a rustic big wheeled, old
ceut may. bo rumbling and rattling; on
the latter a group of merry rcd-cheeked
Englih cidrn at play. One woutd
neyer think this was ini the very heart of a
wortd's war, yet within a certain number
of miles of it are huge camps of warriors,
training as did the warriors of otd when
this same quaint village town was a name
celebratcd in English history, to defend
this tight littie iste.

I came here via Moor Park Hospital
ini the North of England, on the banka of a
beautiful river, then to a huge convalescent
camp un Southern England, and now into
the Paymaster's Office in bcherégion of
the above quaint old town. My "floatin
iib", is considrable bother. 1 arn wei
enough to help in such work as 1 arn now
on but not fit for the trenches. 1 arn
clas B, even if Canada did vote for
conscription that class C was not re-
instated, but one can bo as low as 3B,
as 1 am, this should mean a trip home for
aufig and fuil recovery, but 1 guess flot.
The air is full of German drives in rumors.
and often full of actual raiders. Say'!
there is a merry hail of shrapnel when al
our "antis" get firing. It is truiy a
wonderf ut sight to sce a flock of these
warbirds dippmng and curving, dodgmgg
the "larchies" as, we cail the "antis" at
the front, but the cowards do take their
dreadful toff. They might as wdll try to
shoot us with peashooters for ail the effect
these raids will have on the Enghish
people, it just makes 'the waverers joi' up.

There cornes a crowd of newly re-
turned mci', visitors heme, singmng
"Blighty." This is a word cîibbed from
India, means "corner of home" in the-
native lingo, and they are certainly letting

this corner of home know they are heme.
If they are not careful with those high
notes they will burat something.
Her's the way it runs:
"Please take me home across the sea,
Where the old Alleymongs can't get mae,
Cause *my, my, my,
I don't wanna die,
1 wanna go home."
And it gets you, I tel1 you, to hear thse
quaver in this when the boys are singing
it under the whine of the sheils.

It's wonderful to compare notes with
your pals. The chap wit.h shrapnel in
thse right armn came from a skirmaish below
Jérusalemn; he worked his way from far
off Tasmania to join up ini Vancouver,
B.C. H1e was on a 'reconnaissance in
force" over thse désert sands, detaiied
tu act as cavalry escort to a bally old
cable wagon troupe. They wcrc goin-
singyle file in thse dark -- hen up pops e
moon and off pops a lot ol Turkish rifles.
The escort charged; lie tells me he can
hear vet the soft throw of the horses' feel
and ihe clatter of the horses' bits and
stirrups. Just after thse order "Stand
to your horses! Mount! Chàarge!'
Away they went riglit into thse low sand
treaches of the Turks' aehundrcd British
tco a swarm of dark faces, they rode
through the line once, then back again,
and were just going to cicar them up
sideways when his arm "1kew awav" so
he described it. H1e heard the "crump"
uvtîeu the shetl struck, and that was ail
Loitil he awoke in hospital. 11e says
t Iii 1 cat is worse than thse wounds and the.

fli vorse than ither.
1 re is a boy (come for an hour s chat)

fre)!ji central Canada. H1e was flying
t\ hoîisand feet up when "snap" goesa

iiie -nle brought that mad thing down,
1 osnot know how, and bumpcd on the
' .with bis life ii, but alshocked up-

r ionths' leave.
I'here, passing, isý a young captain.

'-: i nd 1 remember hini asawce bit kid
:îuut much fat or muscle, grown too

ats sq manv of us do. He was hit
iiiiz his men, ankle gone. Did bi

ýiitirchap to hcip) himi? Not mnuc
hv.zel bimself three miles Sav'

heroes here by the co mp-tn\
in, brigade, any quantity ycb

'ha 's tbev cant le busv in a Pav-
r - Office! Work every nigbt. stove-
i -,luttons for coal and miuerz fi r

Canadian ileserve Artillery. 1t)

pay off to-morrow; on top of that a draft
frorn Canada, ledger sheets, pay books
A to lie fixed, so as to get theni off on
their "landing leave." 1 suppose us
two-3 car-old wounded men are ancient
ones to tbem. It's good to hear their
merry chatter, and each one is anxious
for fear they will not send him over before
the war ends!

They are giving medical hoùrds to al
B men now, combing thse ranks of con-
valescents for more mcen for -the trenches.
P'H be called again soon. If they leave me
in this low category I wiil be here "for
duration" unless I get moved n p to the
London Pay Office. Although there are
rumorW' of mailship beimg sunk your
nuxnber 115 arrived O.K. How littte I
have tost un two yçars. What are the
,subs doing?

I don't know if I wiil ever get this letter
donc. My speed is so wonderfut on this
typewriter. l'Il be able to beat you

and our wings m-ere eut upi no tirne,
our armor plated seat 'tapped' bard once.
if it hadn't been there we would have beeîi
goners. Off goes the engine and u e
chimb away up again. We had mnistaken
the group of trees un the dark; again Nve
make a big, long diving circle, and 1 could
hear our squadron overhe8d hitting Uip.

evidenitly to cover any noise we migit.
miake, or thiey may have been off on their
own, as Karlshi:ue got it hard that
mornmng. Twenty bombors emptied ont
it and the squadron had the fight of their
lives, 'two of ours''are missing' as the
cefisor puts it. I could sec the forest
now, wc dusted the.tops of the trees,
shot upwards and I got my signal to pre-
pare to drop. The plane w-as tiptilted
now and 1 had my parachute grasped,
my carrier pigeon ai saf e on iny breast.
Up shot the plane, down I sped like a
bullet, then the 'top' filed and 1 swuiig
steady and got aground with on a few
bunipa. I buried the chute, anSner
feit lonelier in my 111e. Talk about
carrymng your 111e ini your hZ-Z,ýany
Germai' sub officer cau stand a spy
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when I get back, if I amn heme about
twenty years. I think I cani do fully two
words a minute now. Wdll, heme comes
the stenog. l'Il have to get out.

Later I met an old friend of ours. I dame
not mention names, emen Canadian
prairies are not far f rom Berlin in this
aggicssive age. H1e certainly had an
expcrienoe. You rnay guess who it wvas
fis he was aiways good at languages.
M'cIl, one day hie vs stting in his gui'
pit quite comfortable, and the next hie was
in a birdeage in Gerinany. His two
years there read vividiy, three times
hie escaped, twicc 'he was rc-captured and
cid bard C B. for his darîng; dark C.B.
too, bie told me, on high rations, acori'
coffee and black bread. Hes swcars
soi-ne of it grew in Canada, bie could
taste the Douglas Fir wood un it.

.nhow, the third time hie eseaped hie

dhu, Under the wire into Hollani and
wva, a freo nian once more. As soon as
lie waz fit be joined up agaîn and offered
to go ahead for thse British, by tIse "air

route," too. t reads tike a fable now.
-Wem-ent up somexhere near 'Mars

uii the darkness and then 'goggie eces'
shut off the engine and began to glude.
We exidently came down in the wmrong
b)ox as an ýarchie' group began to -ung

aant a wail. I got tIse spire and the
woods un lime in my mimd for to-night's
escape and started offlto locate batteries.

"I ran bump into a German, Cod knows
if lic was or not, anyhow we both were
very brief in our 'qoot nobbcri,' and I
heard hini walk a bit faster when hie got
further away. I wish I had dared to ask
if lie had any peas for his pigeon; I feel
sure lie was one of ours. 1 crept down a
bush covered bll almoat right on top of
a concealed battery. I heard the voices
of the men right beneath me and I got
back up there like a gliost. In one hour
I had found the wasps nest I was looking
for, and withmn another my carrier was
off with a map bound to her body. Now
I wanted to sec thc fireworks, so 1 ceiirbed
into a thick fir tree across the vallev,
It smeiled just like those in thc foot hilis
of thse Rockies. I1imade a bit of a nest.
for comfort, pulled out my glasses and
searched that western hill slope in the
grey daw,.n for that battery. No, I
coulId not find it," wait a bit 'until 'C'oi.
Sam' seven miles away fiuids it for m
we called our higgest, noieist gui) aft.'r
the bluff oid colonel. 1 had just iîie

mv chocolate wben 'zing' Nvent a *ýé Il
across the valley in front of me.
bad,' I said. I looked up, and thue .

our ship floating above, spoti ,g. Tele-
graphing back, so rnany yards over.
as this, sheil was, the next gu.m sanIg ou,

then the next, now number four. Maiiy
the time I have broken mv back and
strained my muscles feedinig that old
pet. Weil, she dropped her sheli right.
into a sheil hole ini front of the pit, enough
water fli* up to make me a ice wee
rainbow. Now the. first gun, evidently
corrected by the spotting airpiane splashed
one right into that gunpit, men and
timbers and boughs and material went
sky high, and right on top of that another
of the gn1 ha d lbt ail track of the
numbers now-smnashed one right on to
the bull's eye; then 1 saw our -machine
diving right down to observe. She came

ust as 1 have seen a fish hawk dive
hovercd a moment, got her &arne and
climbed, in a shower of white Pufs;
after that ail the guns made close bita
until, from where I sat, nothing showed
but a scar of yeilow dlay where so lately
a battery had been hiddcn. Our guxis
ceased aftcr the next observation and 1
tied myseif firmly to a branch, took a e
sups out of my flask and jut TMIns-8
to get in forty winks, so it seemed,beW
the big red suri went dovkn behmnd the
shattercd buildings in the old Frenchi
vilage. I finished ni chocolate, put
my irons on, descenlcd, dugup My
flashlieht and a bit of extra 10(7, and
crept in under a bush within a few hun-
dred yards of my taking off place.

"It was a nice clear bit of meadow once
but the sheila had spotted it here anc1

there, not b y any means a fair landing
place. 1 woke about evcry hour. Mid-"
night pasd, one o'clock, our appointed
time, two, and no airpiane. I 1 t
nervous aad snealced down to the middle
of the field,' inmy field gmy German
uniform almost undistinguishable. There
was not a sentry within earshot the
night before, now 1 heard a humai'
whistle, IlI bet it was some French
peasant boy trying to cheer himiself up
in this land of horrors; anyhow I tok
to another bush, then 1 heard our big
bird. Did you ever hear one volplane?
Big bird juat hita it. The lieutenant
ran her along the ground silently and
safely, I cimbed into the bus, we made
a horrid racket getting above thome
woods, and we wokle up some 'archien'
on the ridge, and one IUcky gunner got me
through t he chest. When 1 woke 1 was
in the base hoopital. l'Il bot that
lieutenant had nome work getting back
as lie told me later 1 flopped ail over
the bally ahip."

e 'To EU luyers
Candie ail eggs and buy only on 90ma

off" biasis.
Returu aIl bad egp to the 'farmer.

Encourage him to produce good, clean
eggs by paying les. f or the otIser kiud.

Store eggs in a cool, sweet and dry
place.

Use only clean, dry 1111rs for packing.
Forward eggs to commission men' a*

often as possible.
Do not deliver to railway until slîortly

before train time.
Keep eggs out of the sun.
Do not buy "case couint." Hâve a

standard for quality and refuse aIl eggs
not up to the standard.

Do not deai in "spots" and "'rots."
Arrange separate refrigerated rooms

for storing eggs.
Do not ailow eggs to remain in a hiot

car any longer tIsai is necessary.
To Retailers - Buy only prcperly

graded eggs. Do not miarepre@ent themi
to purcliaser. Buy in sînal quaititieti
unless you have separate ýrefrierator for
storîng tlîem. Keep them away froin al
odorous substances, particuiarly kero-
selle oil. fitilà, decaying vegetalîle'.. etc.

Tlo t1i" lousewif'-BU y onlv candled
and properly graded éggs..

Keep eggs in a cool, swpe't and well-
ventilated place.

April, MaY and June are the inontho'
w'hen the' housvewif.' shoutd "put dovn"
eggs for wîinter uise.

Earthenwaru' cro<'ks un' good con-
tainers. The' crocks iuuîîid le hijiand
sou nd. S<'aid thf em and l Iet thii. icol

'ouru1pl<'t <Ily bforf 1sf'. A r. c'khluId inug
6 "allons will a -toininodate 18 hîzerî of'

.gsand about 2,2 1 iîts of solution. Too
largi' erocks itig> rt i,' sirable, since they
iyur'as.' tl)!. lial,ility of breaking somne
of thue vgg, nid :poilirug the entire batehu.
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