
FOREST FIRES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Mr. J. R. Anderson, Deputy Minister of Agriculture for

British Columbia, has again furnished the Association with a

detailed report on the fires that occurred in British Columbia last

season, with a partial estimate of the value of the forests destroy-

ed. Though the season was very dry in some parts of the prov-

ince, the destruction of forests by fire was, on the whole, not

great when the great extent; of the province is taken i nto consider-

ation. Railway locomotives are a constant menace to the

forests through which they pass and as there is apparently some

difficulty in punishing the offenders under the Act now in force,

it is hioped that it will be so amended that railway companies

mnay be compelled to take better precautions and be made liable

for'the full amount of the loss caused by the negligence of their

servants.
The comparatively small number of fires hast season was due

in part to a better observance of the Bush Fire notices posted

everywhcre. These notices have made everyone famihiar wîth

the laws relative to forest fires and prospectors and miners, as wel

as, ranchers and settiers, are acquiring the habit of putting out

their camap tires, instead of leaving them to smouhder. More care

is also taken by those clearing up land t'o prevent tire fromn spread-

ing to the adjoining forest. The preventive measures taken by
fi re wardens and their promptness in dealingz with tires have done

much to restrict the loss from this cause.

There are few seasons in which there is flot a considerable
destruction of valuable forest by fire on Vancouver Island, but

1905 was a notable exception. In Cumberla1nd District there

were no ires, the greater care taken by settiers ,and the h-eavy

rains of July and September being the cause. In Cowicliaf the

only tire reported was a small one up the Koksilah River, on the

lands of the Victoria Lumnber Manufacturing Co. The fires in this

district are as a ruile attributed to prospectors . The agent at

Aiberni, where there were no tires, thinks that the best preventive

measure is to warn the public just before and during the dry

season. In Aiberni District East, which includes all that portion

of the district lying east of the head of Caxneron Lake, as well as

Lasqueti and Tead Islands, there were no fires. The agent

says: "ýThis portion of the district ha bee entirely f ree from

bush, tires this seasonf and as the Bush Fire notic'es were posted up

aIl over the district before the dry weather set in, I thînk it bas

had thje effect of making camirs and others mnore careful in


