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defer action in the direction suggested ' whose heart, andIn whose home there
in your letter of.March 9th, and to, is peace, and feels like congratulating
wait -until normal conditions agaiu him that he is not rich. So far so
prevail. gôod. There is a class of married mený

in the Government, service *ho are
Too Poor to Go to Church. doing all kinds of labour forthe Gov

To the Editors of The Civilian ernment and receiving wages under
Among some very clever things said $800 a year. This class 'Ineludes

by Prof. J. W. Robertson is, "The in- checkers, sorters, packers and messen-
fluence of the fishermen 'of Gallilee, ý gers, a great many of whom are in
the tent-maker of Tarsus, and the car- the stationery department of the Gov-

penter of Nazareth on the growth and ernment Printing Bureau; also, quite
civilization of the world, " etc., ete. a number of elerks throughout the-

Most people are ready to admit that whole service, their scale 'of wages
it is a good thing to go to church, runs from. $12 to, $15 per week, and

tbough about one-fourth of thé popu- a man, to fill those positions, musi
lation of this city never go to church be a fair scholar, must be decently
nt âJ.1, and it would be hazardous to dressed and clean shaved and present
say that these people are very much at all times a clean and neat appéar-
less moýal and less void. of the evils of ance. Most important of all he must
eommon. humanity than the ehurch- be strictly hônest and reliable, all of
goers. Catholic people'as a rule make which qualifications come pretty high
it e 7 for a e of, or equal to, $12 to $15

point to go to church on Sunday wag
biii, these people have an advantage a week. This man dffl not live as a
in this regard over the Protestants, in Christian ought to live; in fact, he
that there are services in the Catholie cannot, though he has a steady posi-
churehes every hour on Sunday from tion. What can a man with two to,
six o'clock up to 10.30 or 11, and it is six children do working for $12'to $15
an easy matter to attend some o-ne of per week? What can he afford to give
ti2e masses, while, to, go to an early his church? To do justice to their

mus does not require one to be families most of thein cannot very
dréssed in fashion, as îs almost abso- well afford to give anything to the

lutely necessary to be in order to at- ehurch. Many men in Ottawa, in the

tend a high mass at 1U0 or 11, or to Government service, are in this posi-.
att ' end ile one regular Protestant ser- tion. They'would like to go to'church
vice at 11 o'clock. with their wives and families, but

But would anybody believe that they have really not the wherewith
there are'families, whose bread-win_ to place on the collection, though the

ner works for the Gov rnment, that usher might get them a pew to sit in

arc too, poor to go to, ehurch, at least if they presented a fairly neat appear-

to, the regul-ar 11 ô'elock service? ance. But a neat appearance in both

Well, there are and until the time husband and wife and'the children

e omeswhen going to church will not costs money and is sometimes more

be almost the sa-me as going to the than a family man on $12 to $15 per

e , and until ý dime. collector ' s at week and salaries raùging from $500
the churches shall be eut into the to $890 a year, can very well afford.

exterior darlaiefjs,- and a few other These people are hoiiesf-they muât

changes as to dress, social standing, bc to hold, their positions in the Goy-

etc., then poor people wili continue erumen , andare naturally proud in
not going to church. Xt ii said thàt their-honeey-m-in their poverty-and

poverty is the surest road to Heave , so prefer to etay at home from church

and 1 that God looks at the, man of on Sunday.
wealth and trembles for bis salvation, J. A. MACDONALD.
and looks at the hoùest labourg in Dept. of the Interior,


