
The Place of the Farmer.
I In1 Canadian ('lull, of l.nmlon, were fort uimtv 

last week in cat crt ami ng lo a mid da v luncheon 
Peter White, K. of 1 ’em! no1- e. (hit., 
known, part iciilarly in Short horn hreeding circles, 
and (1. 11 (dark. Seed < ommissioner, of Ottawa. 
Canadian Chilis now exi ting m many cities and 
towns can render no more valuable service to III 
country than by fre,pi -nt Iv 
memhership with the proldems of agriculture and 
their vital hearing on the welfare of rhe count r.\ 
Mr. White, when introduced In President 
McCann, of the Club, discussed ' Tli
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Nature s Diary.
A. H. Ixlugh, M A.

A sparrow which spends 
southern portions of Canada is the Tree Sparrow. 
J.ike all our winter visitors it is somewhat

the winter in the

erratic in its occurrence in any particular local
ity, appearing in much larger numbers in some 
winters than in others, 
the Chipping Sparrow in having a 
crown. 
species

This species resembles 
chestnut

but is easily distinguished from that 
by the dark blotch on its gray breast. 

The Tree Sparrow breeds in the north, from 
Labrador to Alaska, building its nest either 
the ground among the mosses or in shrubs at an 
elevation of from one to four feet from the 
ground.

on

It usually appears in southern Can
ada about the end of October or the beginning of 
November, and departs for its hreeding grounds 
in April. In winter it ranges as far south 
South Carolina. Kansas and Arizona 
Tree Sparrow is with us mih during t he winter 
we do not hear much of its song, them-h

as
A s t lie

times in April I have heard tlie strong, clear and 
cheery refrain. Til is sneries renders a very im
portant service to the farmer in the destruction 
of weed seeds, as t Iris forms its main food dur
ing the winter months. It lias a particular fond
ness for tlie se"ds of fin" vv • el. T a c's I’nurters. 
Pigweed, Sma rtvveed, and of such 
Quack and Foxtail.

grasses as

I he Savanna Sparrow is a common summer 
resident throughout Canada, hut is comparatively 
little known, because even by those vv ho pay some 
attention to birds it is often taken for a - Kong 
Spa iTovv. It resembles this latter sneries rather 
closely, hut il has no distinct spot on I lie breast 
and has a yellow line over t he
ll Iso entirely different from that 
Sparrow, being 
note "Zrit -zrit-a /rev- /rum . 
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creased tariffs on raw materials. The public is 
generally Willing to meet the honest debts of the
nation, hut with added burdens now accumulating 
there should he no one foolish enough to believe 
that the increase in tariff is going to give hint
an excellent chance to greatly increase his profits 
by fleecing consumers, 
gether.

All Canada must pull to- 
The fairest field with the fewest favors

is a policy which will carry our country through 
to best advantage. Let. t lie burden lie equitably 
distributed on all. let us patronize home industry

and let our home industries do their utmost 
give every buyer of their goods a square deal

to
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scribed us. in a sense, parasitic, hut the interests 
interwoven and should not

Through ample sup-
of all
antagonistically arrayed, 
plies of food and clothing economically available, 

labor would enable the country indus-

were

non-cost iy
trially to compete against other countries favoi- 
ably conditioned in that respect, and by our ex 
ports exceeding imports we would pay our debts 
instead of borrowing as Canada has been doing, 
if the production of farm products is to be in
creased it must afford a sufficient reward to the 
farmer, who, observed Mr. White, is about the 
only producer who has practically nothing to sny 

what he receives for his goods, concerning 
of which so little is known.

as to
the essential cost 
No manufacturer could stand it to he up against 

In the cheese business, one ofsuch conditions, 
the most prosperous of Canadian farm industries, 
there were about five profits between the producer

The cost of distribu-and the British consumer, 
tiou was beyond all reason, 
of Alberta farmers shooting their hogs to rot on

the prices paid it was 
an,1 thousands of

He cited the case

the prairie because at 
cheaper than to feed them; 
bushels of potatoes, badly needed 

going to waste
This problem of economical (listrihution 

must lie worked out if Canada"'was to rope com
mercially with the rest of the world 
cases where co-operation had solved the problem, 
such as California oranges, Southern sweet 
point oes, grapes in Michigan, the ('.olden Pippin 
apple in one of the States, and the Apple Grow
ers' Associations in Ontario, hut th'se it should

in the North- 
in New Brunswickwest, are 

cellars.

lie cited

he remembered are not quite identical with many 
of the scattered products of general farming. In 
the limited time at his disposal Mr. White did 
not undertake to do more than suggest the one 
direction of solution by co-operative effort, and 
concluded by reminding the men in manufacture 
and commerce that the farmer should lie regarded 
as an ally entitled to fair consideration, and pre
dicted great changes as to the status of the 
farmer and in business conditions following the 
present world upheaval.

has little effect, either harmful or 
agriculture.

The Swamp Sparrow is another species, whici 
on account of its living in swampy ilncuéts ha 
very little intluence upon agriculture. ’ s
common bird in suitable places in Southern 
Central Ontario, and may be recognized by “L 
dark chestnut crown, brownish-red wings 
brownish sides.

The Field Sparrow has a rather limited 
in Canada, occurring only very sparingly 
where except in Southern Ontario, vvfcere it 
in some localities abundant. It resembles thé 
Chipping Sparrow very closely, the main distinc
tion between the two species being that the bill 
of the Field Sparrow is reddish, while that 0f 
the Chipping Sparrow is black. In its food 
habits also it much resembles this latter species 
though it is not quite as beneficial because it eats 
more parasitic insects. These insects, which prey 
upon other insects, are one of the most important 
checks upon the increase of injurious forms, 
consequently no bird can be given 
titiente economically il it eats an undue propor
tion of them. In the case of the Field Sparrow 
the number of parasitic insects eaten is not large 
enough to balance 1 he good it does by the de^ 
struct ion of injurious forms.

.Another species which eats a large number o! 
parasitic insects is the Nut tail's Sparrow of the 
Pacific Coast. This species also has a decided 
taste for grain. On the other hand it is a de
stroyer of injurious insects and of weed seed, so 
that as far as its food-habits are concerned it is 
'on the fence." Nuttall’s Sparrow may be 

recognized by its white crown, bordered with 
black, and by th« white stripe over the eye which 
reaches to the hill.

The White-crowned Sparrow breeds in the 
north, and is seen in Southern Canada only dur
ing t Ire spring and fall migrations. It is dis
tinguished by its white crown, bordered by black 
stripes, from nil other Eastern sparrows and 
from the Nuttnll's Sparrow by the fact that the 
wtrite stripe over the eye does not reach the bill. 
During the spring migration it feeds largely on 
insects, and during the fall migration mostly on 
weed seed.

The White-throated Sparrow may lie known, 
when in adult plumage, by its white throat, and 
in nnv plumage by the white (in vnung birds 
grayish-white) st ripe down the middle dT the 
crown and the yellow spot in front of the eye. 
This bird is n common breeder in Fa stern Can
ada, living in woods and amone brush-piles in 
clearings. It is a handsome oird, 
musician, and in its food-habits is entirely bene
ficial.
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THE HORSE.
Prepare Idle Horses for Spring Work.

A large number of farm horses have spent the 
last few months in comparative or complete idle
ness and have subsisted on food that may have 
been sufficient to prevent noticeable loss of flesh, 
but not sufficient to keep up the vigor, nervous, 
muscular and respiratory that is necessary f°r 
working horses. As the result of idleness and 
little food tlio horses have lost nervous, muscular 
and respirât ory tone. Horses in this condition 
when put to regular work cannot tie expected to 
give satisfactory service. The change is too 
violent, and in most cases results in sore
shoulders, and marked inability to continue to 
perform the labor expected, and 
very lightly and carefully for the first week or so 
will probably become absolutely unfit and unable 

to do any work.
The tone that has been lost cannot he restored

if not worked

nature.suddenly. Violent changes of any 
whether of food or labor, should lie a voided. If 

this precaution lie not taken the 
teamster will lie lucky if he avoids

On account of tiie high price of both
fed straw

owner or 
serious con

sequences.
hay and oats many horses have been 
in lieu of hay. 
foods in lieu of oats, 
prices, most owners realize that it will he neces
sary to feed the staple horse foods, viz., hay aiu

their horses 
damier of

as possible cheaper 
But, notwithstanding high

and so far

oats, in reasonable quantities to 
when working, 
di vest i vo 1 rouble 
made gradually 
digestive system of any 
oustomed to digesting certain kinds 
if sudden chaimes lie made to food of other kin s

While this

avoidIn order to 
the change in food should h> 
I ( is a noticeable fart that the 

animal achemines 
of food, end

there is liable to be serious trouble, 
applies 1 ii animals of all classes it is particule' >

should 
istoined

. a little 
still

marked in the horse.
be gradual. The horse that has been aeci 
to a full ration of straw shoil'd 
less straw and a little hay the first dav, 
less straw and a little more hay the second day. 
and this gradual change continued until ’n a 
week or ten davs a full ration of hnv nia' 6 
given with safety. The same principles app I 
to the grain ration.

In order to still furl hr avoid danger of i"n(xS-

1 fence, the change
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