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Dr. Woodson has been publishing 
books upon the history of the Negro 
'for some years. This recent volume, 
he tells us, is "An Annotation of ‘The 
Negro In Our History’ to the cap­
acity of children in the elementary 
schools.” And he goes on to say: 
-The aim is to facilitate the teacher’s 
task of preparing children to play 
their part creditably in this new age. 
The teacher should hold up before 
them the examples of their own peo­
ple who have done things worth 

■while. Those who have no record of 
what their forbears have accomplish- 
lished lose the inspiration which 
comes from the teaching of biogra­
phy and history."

With this aim in mind Dr. Woodson 
gives a history of the Negro in the 
New World by means of a series of 
biographies, with a historical back­
ground sketched in. Ninety-one char­
acters are described at more or less 
length and the names of a number 
more are mentioned. These are men 
and women who have helped to make

(Continued from page 1.) 
ernment also showed its sympathy. 
The Elgin Association and the. Refu-I 
gees’ Home both secured large tractsI 
of government land on easy terms, I 
the understanding being that they 1 
would make it possible for the Ne-I 
groes to become freeholders.

Any word of criticism in the Can-1 
adian Parliament was, of course, I 
seized upon by the southern press I 
and by slavery supporters, and 
spread broadcast as the attitude of I 
Canadians generally. Such misrep.I 
resentation was to be expected but | 
the record of Canada stands clear. I 
The door to freedom swung open all 
through the period that blacks found 
freedom only in Canada, and it might 
be added that the treatment of the 
black men in Canada has not chang­
ed in the half century since Eman­
cipation made the underground rail- 
road and Canada at the end of it less 
vital to the colored man’s freedom.
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STUDENTS SEEK KNOWLEDGE OF 
OTHER RACES.

Atlanta, Ga.,—The effort for better 1 
understanding across racial lines I 
which has characterized the interra­
cial movement in the south was evid­
enced last week by a tour on the 
part of the sociology class of Agnes 
Scott College, leading local institution 
for white young women, during which 
they visited a number of the more im­
portant Negro institutions and enter­
prises and also went through the col-I 
ored residential section, observing 
the conditions of housing and recrea­
tion.
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America what it is. Some were 
preachers of the Gospel. Some were 
scientists some were slaves who en­
gineered insurrections. It is always 
of interest to see the slant that the 
black man places upon his ancestors. 
To the whites the faithful slave is the 
noble figure. To the blacks, the one 
to be remembered is the one who 
tried to break his shackles though in 
so doing he saw the white race mas­
sacred. The Negro will never put 
up a statue to a “Black Mammy” un­
til it can commemorate her service to 
her own child. Different characters 
will interest different people. The 
early stories, as being the least fam­
iliar, have especially attracted me. 
There is Estavanico, the explorer, 
born in Morocco about 1500, and with 
Narvaez coming to this new contin­
ent. The party that set out from 
Spain numbered 506 when they land­
ed in Florida, but a year later only 

|four were left. These four, of whom 
Estavanico was one, went as far as 

,Texas. There the Indians made slav- 
|es of them. Ultimately Estavanico 
penetrated to Taos, New Mexico, a 

|wonder city then as now, and there 
|was executed at once because he rep­
resented himself as coming from the 

Iwhite man. How, the Indians argued, 
could a Negro represent a white?

■There is Omar Ibn Said, a devout Mo-
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Phones 782 and 5810 The first call of the young ladies, 
who were in charge of their teacher, 
Professor Wright, was at the Atlanta 
School of Social Work, where the pur­
poses and work of the school were 
outtlined to them by Director For­
rester B. Washington. Following this 
they sat for an hour in the class in 
social case work under Miss Ernest­
ine McGill. Miss Katie May Davis, 
of the social work school faculty, next 
conducted the group on a visit to the 
colored headquarters of the Family 
Welfare Society, the Atlanta Life In­
surance Company, and other business 
and welfare enterprises.
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Toronto455 Queen St. West its illustrations, and the woodcuts 
and engravings of early times are 
often beautiful. There is a fine one 
of Cudjoe, the Maroon, making peace 
with the British in Jamaica. The 
white man who is the Negro’s friend 
as well as the Negro himself, finds 
his picture in these pages,

I wish Mr. Woodson’s books were 
not so heavy to lift. But a heavy 
book, for some strange reason, costs 
less to produce than a light one. Also 
the person who reads few volumes, 
likes something weighty to pick up. 
It implies learning and one’s moneys 
worth.
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hamedan, brought to this country a- 
bout 1807. At first he had a kind 
master, but at this master’s death, 
life became so hard that the Negro 
ran away and was later imprisoned 
as a fugitive in Fayetteville, N.C. By 
writing in Arabic on some coals, he 
gained the attentiton of a scholar, and 
lived with him in Bladen County more 

|as a distinguished freeman than as a
slave. Omar Ibu Said lived to see
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emancipation. There are many, many
others whose achievements, s min-Mrs. George 
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isters, as scientists, as poets, as art­
ists, should interest all Americans.

The pictures are an important part 
of the book. Nearly every page has

Through his careful historical stu­
dies, Dr. Woodson has given a wealth 
of material for the student of the Ne- 
gro in this country.

WJanuary 26th, 1929.


