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An Amendment Defeated by Ninety-one to Forty-five and

the Bill Was Adopted by the Commons,

Ottawa, March 8—When the House
opened to-day Mr. Moore, or Stanstead,
suggested that there should be an elevator
in the parliament building. Hon. Mr.
Tarte agreed to this.

Hon. Mr. Mullock laid on the table
papers relating to the Pacific Cable.

Mr. Borden, of Halifax, asked for papers
connected with the dismissal of P. S.
Archibald from the position of chief en-
gineer of the Intercolonial Railway.

Hon. Mr. Mulock moved the third read-
ing of the Dbill respecting representation
in the House of Commons. ;

Mr. McNeill moved an amendment to
the second section that the constituencies
be arranged irrespective of the balance of
political parties.

The premier said that Mr. McNeill had
always been regarded as a Britisher of
the DBritishers,«and yet he could not find
and statute framed by the British parlia-
ment in which the existence of political
parties was admitted.

Sir Charles Tupper advised the with-
drawal of the amendment and this was
done. &

Mr.Bennett, of Simcoe, made a long
speech in opposition to the bill which no-
body listened to. > v

Mr. Bell, of Prince Edward Island, also
spoke on the bill as it affected Prince- Ed-
ward Tsland. He claimed that Prince Ed-
ward Island should always have six mem-
bers.

Mr. Martin, -of Prince Edward Island,
attacked Sir Louis Pavies for not pre-
venting the representation of Prince Ed-
ward JIsland being reduced from six to
five in 1892,

Sir Louis Davies said that Mr. Martin
had only been elected by the carving up
of the Prince Edward Island constituen-
cies which threw Tory votes into the dis
trict he represented.

Sir Charles Tupper argued that the
senate had a right to reject this bill a:
freely as any other measure that came be
fore them. He went on to refer to thc
results of the Manitoba elections. He
moved as a substitute for the bill the redis
tribution of the constituencies by a com
mission who were to do this work afte:
he next census.

After recess Sr Wiifrid Laurier ad-
dressed the House. He said that Sir
Charles was us'ng very different languag:
frcm that employed when discussng the
bill of 1882. As for the amendment i:
had no relevaney to. the bill because we
contzmplated an imi change in the
representation whil other postponed
it until after 190L! *The; amendment, if
passed, would -not jhe bill at all
The government tulate them

d at length
governmen: -

eelves that the

ceme to theim o

had always mainfained that the redis
tribution should be done by judicial auth-
ority and now Sir Charles acecpted that
principle and admitted that the principle
of the redistribution of 1882 and 1892, tc
which he was a party, was wrong. Si
Charles had referred to the election in
Manitoba and attributed the result to
the action of the govirnment with regard
to the senate. A few days ago he was
saying that th's result was caused by the
tariff. But if the peonle of Manitoba
were dissatisfied with the tariff whick
the L beruls had given th:m what had
they to expect from the Opposition. It
reminded him of what Charles II. said tc
his brother, the Duke of Ycrk, when the
latter expressed the fear that the forme
would bz assassinated. “Brother,” saic
Char es, “they will never kill me to make
you king.” = The people of Manitoba
would never vote out the present govern
m-nt because of its tariff for the purposc
of bringing in the 'lories with then
higher taviff. (Applause.)

Dr. Montazue followed and accused Sii
Wlfrid of maintaning in 1892 that thc
redistribution should be done by parlia
ment and not by a comm’'ssion of judge:
He argued that red stribution should b:
postponed until after the census of 1901.

Hon. Mr. Paterson referred to th
change that had taken place in the view
of the Oppos't cn s'nece last session, when
they were argung that parliament ha:
no constitutional right to pass this bil'
He challenged the Opposition to show
that this bill had been introduced for thc
advantage of the Liberal party. "o
make such a statement was to confes-
that the gerrymander of 1882 was to give
the Conservatives a party advantage. Thix
bill was to repeal an iniquitious law whicl
had been p'aced on the statute book and
kept there in spite of the protests of the
Liberal p riy. (Applaus>.)

Mr. Clarke Wallace defended the gerry
!nander of 1882 in his characterist.c fash
ion.

Mr. McMullin said Mr. Wallace was
laboring very hard to defeat this bill be
cause if it pessed he would be left a:
home at the next election.Mr. Wallac
had spoken strongly in favor of represen:
tation by population, but in 1892 he had
voted againgt an amendment recognizin;
representation by population. Mr. Wal-
lace had great faith in the Senate and ex
pected the Senate to defeat this bill. He
had more reliance in the Senate than ir
the people. Mr, McMullin cited instances
of the gross injustice done by the gerry
mander act of 1882, An attempt had been

made to defeat him in his own riding and
Many Ontario Liberals had been gerry-
mendered out of thewr seats. No man
with any honesty could defend that
abominable bill of 1882.

Mr. Craig, of East Durham,spoke against
the bill and Mr. Rogers of Frontenac, in
favor of it.

Mr. Olsen of Toronto, spoke against the
bill and made a general attack om the
government.

Mr: Heyd of South Brant, spoke for
the bill and Mr. Henderson of Halton,
against it. He was followed by Mr.Clarke
oi Toronto on the same side.

Col. Tisdale aJso spoke for the Opposi-
tion. -

At midnight a vote was taken on the
amendment which was defeated by a vote
of 91 to 45. All the independents voted
with the government. The bill was then
read a third time and passed. The house
adjourned at 12.25.

THE LORDS AND COMMONS.

A Regiment of Royal "Irish Guards May Be
Commanded by Lord Roberts.

London, March 8—Thg government
leadér, Mr. A. J. Balfcur, replying to a
question, said the recommendation for the
formation of a regiment of Royal Jrish
Guards, of which the first coloneley would
be given to Lord Roberts, would be sub-
mitted to the Queen and, undoubtedly,
would be favcrably considered.

The chancellor of the exchequer, Sir
Michael Hicks-Beach, answering a ques-
tion; said the new stamp duty on produce
.ontracts wculd apply both to spot and
future transactions in all descriptions ot
produce, inciuding sugar, cotton, corn
and provisions and iron, except where the
sales we.e effected between the principals
without the intervention of a broker.

London, March 8.—In the House of
Lords today Lord Newton asked whethar,
.n v.ew of the valuable services of Lord
Pauncefote at Washingicn, the advisabil-
.ty of prolonging his tenure of office would
usot be considered, adding:—

“The task of mamtaning our relations
on their present happy footing is not
i.kely to prove less duticult in the imme-
iate future. In addition to the ques-
aons of great delicacy now pending, we
nave to look forward to the presidentiai
slection, wh.ch is productive of politicai

- ceentricities unknowWn' in Iess enterprising”

countries.”

The speaker sa®d he also thought the
present moment was not a happy one for
4 change. .

In reply Lord Salisbury said Lord New-
on hag done what the Irench called
‘breaking in an open door,” for the meas-
ire which he recommended had occurred
some days ago. i

The premier added: “I entirely agree
vith any eulogy passed on Lord Pauncefote
«nd I have shown this in the course
taken in extending his tenure of ‘office.
the only observation which I have to
jnake is that the question implies that
th's extension is a reward for valuabie
.ervices. 1 think it is rather the other
way. It is to Lord Pauncefote that we
have to express our thanks that he he-
been k nd enough to undertake the work
.or anoth:.r period. We have every cause
o cxpress to Lord Pauncefote our grati-
tude that, at a critical trm¢ and when his
remairkable cxperience and singular apt:
:ude for the peculiar duties of his of-
iiece renders it desrrable that he should
sontinue in it, that he has consented tc
do so0.” -

Lord Kimberley, the Liberal leader in
the House of lLords, associated himseli
with the eulogy passed upon Lord Paunce
lo.e.

STRATHCONA HORSE
ON PARADE.

R:viewed in Ottawa by the Governor Cen-
eral, Members of the Government, of
Parliament and the People.

Ottawa, March 8.—The magnitude of th:
sift of Lord Strathcona to the Imperial
together with the resources in

en and horses of the Canadian North
vest, were shown today to thousands o
citizens when Col. Steele’s troops paradec
Lo Parliament Hill to receive four beauti
(ul guidons as gifts from the ladics in the

il service.

The regiment appeared mounted wearing
service capes and great coats and made
v most imposing show. The number on
parade was 385 troopers and 16 officers.

A small stampede occurred when ILord
Min‘o called or cheers for the Queen, but
-he troopers soon had their horses under
.ommand again.

orces,

COMBINATION OFFER

TREE

Rings,

- Clocks,
beautiful

Skates, Sleds,

premiums.

per package.

mail with goods. Send

LADIES, BOYS and GIRLS send us your
full name and address and we will mdil you
(12) packages of our assorted steel pens to
sell among your neighbors and friends at 10c.
When soid remit us amount
due, $1.30, and we will forward premium you
select from our mamouth catalogue which we

NO MONEY WANTED) ¢

In order to introduce our assorted Steel
Pens we are giving away Watch Chains,,
Autcgraphs,
Jack Knives, Fountain Pens,Cameras, Chairs,
and numerous other

Air Rifles,

today. Address

STANDARD, WATCH & NOVELTY CO, °

P.' 0. Box 62
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THE QUEEN, GOD BLESS HER

Astounding Scenes of Enthusiasm in London Yesterday—Rank
and Rabble Paid Tribute to the World's Greatest Sovereign,
Vic oria—Reports from South Africa Show the Boer

London, March 8—Queen Victoria and
the people of the greatest city in her
Empire to-day celebrated the victories
which they believe have transformed the
campaign in South Africa from one of re-
verse into ‘one of success. That is the only
explanation of the unbounded, the un-
parallel enthusiasm with which hun-
dreds of thousamds hail their sovereign.

In many ways these dethonstrations out-
did those of the diamond jubilee, although
there were no glittering pageants, no tri-
umphal arches, no procession of princes,
but only a dozen Life Guards, followed by
a little old lady in the plainest black- cos-
tume, who had come for a few days’ stay
at Buckingham 1alace, as she had done
many a time before. Yet her hold upon
the hearts of the people was probably
never more strikingly manifested. Unlike
that of the diamond jubilee to-day’s popu-
lar outburst was almost impromptu. The
fierce pride in the strength of a mighty
Empire pervaded ILondon’s exultation
when the Queen last drove through the
streets in 1897, had vanished and in its
place there was a geruine thankfulness
and rejoicing for the victories which had
succeeded months of gloom.

The depth of feeling which these demon-
strations represented could only be gauged
by those who mingled with the crowd.
Mothers in deep mourning for sons killed
on the far-off veldt struggled bravely with
the most hilarious to catch a glimpse of
the Queen, whose womanly sympathy and
thoughtfulness for the soldiers had touch-
ed their hearts. Often the long, cold
vigils were rendered futile by tears that
dimmed the eyes and Dblurred the vision
as the royal carriage passed. As one very
old woman said: “I have seen her many
a time, but she said she was sorry for my
boy and I must see her again before I
dier

Thousands braved the raw east wind
and stood for hours waiting patiently, who
have often seen the Queen and who, in
ordinary circumstances, would scarcely
budge to watch her pass. Among these
were many personal friends of the sove-
reign, for instance, the Countess of Brown-
low, a great friend of Queen Victoria and
a favorite at court, who sat on the curb,
shivering for hours with the crowd out-
side Buckingham Palace.

In short it was not so much a desire to
see the monarch, as it was an overwhelm-
ing need of an outlet for jubiliation over
the war and a natural inclination to let
the Queen see and share the gladness of
her people, that prompted London spon:
taneously to make the day one of the
most memorable celebrations of Victoria’s
reign.

It was quite different from the mad
rejoicings that marked the relief of Lady-
smith. Rowdyism was conspicuously ab-
sent, although the crowds reached such
proportions that the number of police
would have been quite inadequate had
the people been obstreperous. :

- Moreover, intermingled with the rejoic-
‘ngs of patriotism, there was a paritcularly
leen appreciation of the Queen’s personal-
ity, her womanliness, great age and close-
ness to the poorest of her subjects. This
iittle touch of reverence for sex rather
than for sovereignty rendered the huge
crowds perfectly tractable in the hands

f the good-natured police; and it was
not a hard task to induce them to surge
back and to make way for the royal‘car
riage. When the Queen of Great Britain
and Ireland and the Empress of India did
pass, nodding as if to many friends instead
of bowing with royal restraint, there echo-
od under the roar of cheers many heart-
felt expressions, such as “God bless her,”
“God keep her,” “My, but she’s a brave
woman,” and scores more like them. .

Tt was small wonder that now and again
tears, of joy rolled down the cheeks of the
aged sovereign.

A quaint ceremony occurred when the
{)ueen’s carriage stopped at the Temple
steps. When the Lord Mayor, Mr. A. J.
Newton, solemnly handed Her Majesty
ihe sword of state, with a smile the Queen
touched it and returned the sword to the
chief executive, saying: “Thank You for
all that my city has done.”

To which the Mayor replied: “Your
Gracious Majesty’s words will forever be
treasured in my heart.”

Then the Life Guards trotted on, the
purple and ermine, and gorgeous uniforms,
the marshal and sheriffs and aldermen,
with the gold laced flunkeys and lumber-
ing state coaches left behind, and the som-
bre dressed Queen drove quickly along the
smbankment, which was black with cheer-
ng people. Accompanying Her Majesty
were the Princess Christian of Schleswig-
Holstein and Princcss Henry of Batten-
burg.

The Life Guards trotted on through the
great thoroughfares of the city which
were everywhere thronged. So quickly
were the horses driven that the crowds
scarcely had a chance to cheer before the
constantly bowing monarch had passed
out of sight.

By 5 o'clock, the Queen, going by way of

Holborn and Oxford streets, had returned
to Buckingham Palace.
"It was a repetition of the Jubilee drive,
with the exception that it was so hastily
slanned that no organized attempts at
:lecoration could be carried out. But con-
sidering the short space of time it was as-
tonishing to see “the number of flags which
appeared along the route followed by Her
Majesty. Many American flags were dis-
played by American concerns and by Am-
cricans on the streets.

The semi official duties undertaken by
the Queen during the day would have
tried the resources of manmy a woman
ander 81 years of age. Starting early from
Windsor by train, she reached the Metro-
polis shortly after noon. Until she reach-
»d Buckingham Palace, there was never a
moment of quiet. Cheers spread along

/

her route like prarie fire. Previous to her
arrival Lerd Roberts, General Buller and
other heroes of the war had monopolized
the lung power of the waiting crowds;
and such crowds were never seen in Lon-
don even on Jubilee day. Whenever #¢
soldier or a sailor appeared he was almost
mobbed, so anxious was the populace ta
show its patriotism. The staid equipages
of nobles that were never before guilty
of displaying anything more startling than
a crest, were gay with colored streamers.
Every house along the route to the palace
made some effort at decoration. \Yhen
the hoarse volley announced the Royal
approach, children.and women were hoist-
ed on the shoulders of men. The art
students at Kensington, male and female,
as on Ladysmith day,- were again to the
fore, bareheaded and singing altriotic
songs while throughout the day medical
students in large bodies led the cheering
and singing.

« The scene in the quadrangle of the
palace, after the Queen’s arrival, when
Lords and Commoners joined in singing
the National Anthem, was unprecedented
and will probably never be repeated dur-
ing the present reign. Viscount Cross
and Mr. Chamberlain acted as spokesmen
and graciously greeted the Roval visitor;
but it was to Lady Buller’ that the Queen
quickly turned with a grateful smile,
Then in the presence of the legislators of
the United Kingdom, drawing the wife
of the reliever of Ladysmith closer to_her,
she whispered words of thanks.

After scarcely. three hours of rest, Her
Majesty made a tour of the city proper,
amid the greatest enthusiasm. It is im-
pessible to estimate the extent of the
crowds. through which she passed before
returning to Buckingham palace, but the
numbers were well up in the hundreds of
thousands.

In response to a message from the
Tord Mayor this afternoon, Sir Arthur
Biggs, the Queen’s private secretary,
wrote:— .

“Her Majesty is not fatigued; and she
is much gratified avgd touched by the loyal
and enthusiastic . reception accorded her
through this afternoon’s. drive.”

As the evening advanced the crowds in-
creased. Red fire was burned; and the
whole concourse took up “God Save the
Queen.” Then came blue light, and the
strains of “Rule Britannia” made the
park rng. This was kept up until a bal-
cony window was opened and one of the
royal party, believed to be the Prince of
Wales, appeared.

After a vociferous outburst he disap-
peared and then the crowd broke up and
demonstrations such as have not been
seen in London in many years came to
an end.

The crowd outside Buckingham Palace
had increased shortly before midnight to
30,000 pesp'e, all singing patriotic songs.
Finally the Prnce of Wales and Duke of
York came upon the balcony and vocifer-
ous cheering followed. A few minules
later the Queen  herself, accompanied Ly
several ladies, made her appearance. This
was th s'gnal for the national anthem and
for never to be forgotten cheers. Then
the blinds of the palace wcre drawn, but
thousands remained to sing and cheer.

A demonstration which started in the
evening with a procession
marching through the west end thorough-
fares stoppzd outside the political and
service clubs, the war office and Marl-
borough house, cheering and singing and
finally proceeded to the palace which,
bathed in a flood of multi-colored lights

flags, presented an impressive spectacle.

BOERS HAVE
SUGGESTED PEACE.

But on Terms Impossible to Accept---Some
Changes in British Commanders.

London, March 9, 4.15 a. m.—The Boers
appear to have made no stand whatever
except that while in retreat, they twice
repulsed General French’s cavalry with
rifle fire. As no report has been made of
the capture of prisoners, the enemy prob-
ably got away with their entire force.
General French is still following them
and keeping between them and Blomen-
fontein.

The evacuation of the northern districts
of Cape Colony 1s now nearly complete.
The Britich are in possession of the rail-
road crossings.

The military critics comment on the
discouraging mnews from Mafeking. Col.
Baden Powell seems to be in grave need
of outside help. Otherwise he would not
allow the correspondents to send out in-
formation respecting the distress of the
garrison. :

A re-adjustment of some of the higher
commands is taking place. General White
is to go to Stormberg to take supreme
command of General Gatacre’s division
and the Tenth division, now in process of
formation which will be under the im-
mediate command of General Hunter, Sir
George White’s chief of staff.

The Daily News makes the following ed-
itorial announcement:—

“It was rumored in London yesterday
—and we have some reason for believing
the rumor to be correct—that the two
republics make informal and unofficial
overtures of peace.

“Unfortunately the conditions sugges-

of youths |

and surrounded by thousands of waving |

Cause is on Its Last Legs—A Stand at Biggersburg.

the possibility of leading to any result.
"Terms which might have been gladly ac-
cepted before the war, in order to avert
it, are impossible after the war, with all
the sacrifices it has entailed.”  °

THE PRESS ON
THE IRISH VISIT.

®
The Queen will Show Her Gratitude for the
Devotion of Her Irish Troops.

TLondon, March 8—The afternoon .press
comment is on the same line as that of
the morning papers in pointing out the
great significance of the .Queen’s visit to
Ireland and her orders in regard to sol-
diers wearing the shamrock on St. Pat-
rick’s day. The following from the
Times and from the Liberal Radical
Chronicle may be taken as an example of
.thle whole trend of the London editor-
ials:—

The Times8 says: “The Queen, it is
evident, has been deeply moved by the
courage and devotion of her Iyish troops
and has been thinking of the means by
which she can best convey to them and
their fellow countrymen the gratitude she
feels for their services so generously and
so loyally rendered to her throne. We
cannot doubt the masses of the Irish peo-
ple will cordially appreciate the spirit in
which the royal visit will be made. Their
Queen goes among them as the representa-
tive of no party and no political cause.
She goes to pay an honor and a compli-
ment to the Irishmen of the nation. There
are, of course, irreconciliables in Ireland
who- will be delighted to mar the success
of the Queen’s visit if they could find a
pretext. It must be the business of those
responsible for the conduct of Her Majes-
vt’s jJourney and the arrangements during
her stay not to give them a pretext. If
it be made clear to the people that he
Queen has come amongst them opnly to
thank them for what their relatives have
done for her they will pay little heed to
the instigations of the disloyal and give
her a royal welcome with all the Celtic
fervor of their hearts.”

The Chronicle says: ‘“The motive which
prompted the visit, doubtless, in part, is
a desire to see and be seen by Irishmen
in their own homes and contribute direot-
ly to the final reconciliation which both
nations equally desire but which the
Nationalists seem -to strenuously resist.
Another reason more personal though
scarcely stronger, exists in the wish of Her
Majesty to do special honor to the part
of her dominions which has furnished so
many of her most gallant and devoted
soldiers. Nothing could be better inspired
and more auspicious, than this two-fold
message to Ireland of the Queen’s con-
sideration and esteem.”

' PRESIDENT KRUGER
STILL HAS FAITH.

He Says God is Testing His Chosen People---

|
|
\
! Men and Women Moved.

|  Pretora, Tuesday, March 6.—A special
despatch from Blomenfontein says that

people said: ‘“‘Although God is testing
our people my personal opinien is that the
Ilimit of the test is nearly over. If the
| people are sustained by faith in the time
of adversity, God will soon again turn the
tide in our favor. 1f we have strong
| faith in God He will surely deliver us.
The God of deliverance of the olden time
is the same God now.”

The speech of the venerable president
brought tears to the eyes of men and
women alike.

The Free State Volklied, (National An-
them), was then sung. The visit of Presi-
dent Kruger has done.much good and
has cheered the despondents.

President Kruger, more recently, has
been visiting the commandoes south of
Bloemfontein.

Fighting is proceeding at Mafeking. All
the outside forts except one have been
taken by the Boers.

Much satisfaction is expressed in all
circles at the courtesies extended to Gen.
Cronje by the British.

TEN MEN FROM ST JOHN.

Another Chance Given Men Who Want to
See Service in Africa.

Last night Col. Jones, of the Artillery,
and Maj. Edwards, of the 62nd Fusiliers,
received despatches from Major Dunbar
stating 10 men were required to replace
casualt'es in Africa. He wants applicants
to be at the 62nd headquarters Saturday
morn'ng to meet him. This means 10 men
will have a chance.

Recruits to be Eastern Men.

Ottawa, March 8.—Dr. Borden, refer-
ring to the sending of one hundred men
to recruit the first contingent, said that it
was not likely that the department would
go west of Toronto in selecting so small
a number. le also said that if they were
not ready in time to go on the Monterey,
they could be sent later by a boat' which
was going to take Canadian hay to South

ted were of such a character as to preclude
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Africa.

President Kruger, addressing a crowd of :

Eight Men Voted Against the Bill to Consolidate and
vise the Provineial Statutes.

i
\

Fredericton, March 8.—In the House to-
day bills were introduced by Hon. Mr
I'weedie in addition to the public health
act of 18.8.

By Mr. Fish, relating to the town o
Newecastle;

By Mr. Lawson, amending woodman’s
act; also by Mr. Lawson to vest the titlex
of trust estates and mortgaged lands ol
deceaszd persons in their personal repre-
sentatives;

By Mr. Todd further amending the laws
amend ng and consolidating the act in
corporating the town of St. Stephen and
acts in amendment thereof.

Mr. Burchill submitted reports from the
standing rules and coiporation com-
mittees.

Hen, Mr. Emmerson submitted returns
in answer to Mr. Laforest’s notice of
motion for telegrams and correspondenc:
between Premicr Emmerson and Alphonz
Bertrand, and between the Premier and
Benj. Haines with respect to work on the
Edmundston bridge.

Promier Kmmerson recommitted a bill
relating to coroners; Mr. Wells chairman.
Agreed to with amendments.

The order for a third reading having
been discharged the bill vesting the prop-
erty of the governor and trustees of the
Madras schoo.s in New Brunswick. in the
Diocesan Synod of Fredericton was, on
motion of Hon. Mr. White, recommitted
to the committee of the whole; Mr. Wells
chaiirman, and agreed to with gome sligh:
amendments.

To Revise the Statutes.

Premier Emmerson committed a bill
author zing a revision and consolidation
of the statutes of the province; Mr. Wells
chairman. Premier Emmerson said he had
already explained the provisions of the
bill. There was no question as to the
necessity of the revision and consolidation
of the statutes. 'The amount was fixed
at $20,000. That sum, he hoped, would be
sufficient for the. purpose, although it is
not quite as much as was expended in con-
nection with the former revision and con
solidation 20 years ago. It was proposed
to have the revised statutes printed in
three volumes, the same as in Nova Scotia.
The statutes of the Dominion occupied
but two volumes, but these were con-
sidered to be too bulky. There would be
Little expenditure on account of the work
during the present year and it was pro-

-posed to have the labors of the commission

concluded in two years.

Mr. Hazen Opposes.

Mr. Hazen said that in view of
finances of the provinces there were mahy
things more necessary in the public inter-
est than the revision of the statutes. If
it was decided that an immediate revision
was nes:ssary, and if the finances war-
ranted such action, the bill would still
be very objectionable. Section three in-
volved a pernicious pr.nciple. It ypro-
posed that ‘‘any member of the legisla-
tive assembly shall be eligible to be ap-
pointed, emp.oyed and act as such com-
miss.oner, without thereby vacating his
seat in the legislature, or being or be-
coming subject to any disability, disquali-
fication or forfeiture attaching to a con-
tractor with the government, or any de-
prtment  thercof, under the pro-
visons of chapter 3 of the acts.
of Assembly 52nd Victoria or any law in
force within the Province.” This section
struck a blow at the independence of the
members of the legislature. It was con-
trary to the rules of all parliaments in
every part of the world and practically re-
pealed the independence of the parliamen-
tary act co far as this measure was con-
cerned. A mentber becoming one of the
comniission thereby was an employe of
the government. The former revision was
done by Mr. C. N. Skinner, Mr. Wetmore
and the present Judge Barker. None of
these gentlemen were members of the
House, and at the present time gentlemen
well qualitied for the work of the com-
mission could be found among the legal
profession outside of this assembly. Such
measures as these proposed were calcu-
lated to sap the independence of mem-
bers of the legisiature and were pre-
judiced to the dignity of parliament. He
(Hazen) felt that he would not be doing
his duty if he did not protest against
such legislation. The large amount of
$20,000 would be more than could be ex-
vended out of the current revenue of the
PJrovince and the result would be a very
considerable addition to the province.

Government Welcomes the Responsibility.

Premier Emmerson said that the hon-
orable leader of the opposition seemed to
be moved in this matter with the hope
of making political capital against the gov-
ernment. ‘The government were willing
to take the responsibility. Nova BScotia
and other provinces of the Dominion had
a revision of the statutes every ten years,
and it was nearly 25 years since there was
a revision and consolidation in this prov-
ince. At present there was scarcely a
page of our statutes that gave anything
like an idea of the laws of the Province.
The whole commumty—business men,
farmers and professional men—all who
take an interest in the community were
interested in remedying the present state
of affairs so far as the statutes of the
Province were concerned. The former
leader of the opposition (Dr. Stockton)
recognized the necessity of having the
statutes revised and when the matter was
before the House in 1894 Dr. Stockton’s
chief suggestion then was that the work
should not be done pending some import-
ant changes that were being made in the
laws. The present bill would not in-
volve an addition to the public debt of the
Province as it was proposed to distribute
the work over two or three years and in
that way the total expenditure could be
met out of current revenue. The Province
was well able to pay its obligation, and
the honorable members knew_ that the
finances would be materially supple-
mented before the close of the year by
reason of the settlement of an important
long standing claim in favor of the Prov-
ince. He (Emmerson) had as much regard
for seeing to it that the independence of
members of the legislature was maintain-
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ed as had ‘the leader of the oppositior
there was no reason why there 8
not be an exception to that rule. ™
have within the legislature a gentl
whose services would be more val
in connection with this work to the'
iry than any gentleman outside o
[Touse, why should we not avai
selves of his services? He was ‘willl
cay. to the House that if* am
ments can be made the govert
loped to secure the benefit of thi
vices of the honorable member for
the present chief commissioner and
.ttorney general of the province,:in
nection with the work of the commi
There was no man in New Brunswigé
ter qualified for the position; ‘thar
onorable gentleman of whom: he
<poken, and he only Hoped:that the
ernment would be able to make ari
ments that would give the counts
ienefit of Mr. White’s services in th
nortant work. There would be nothi
this matter partaking of: the -natu
politics. It was not partizan wesl
was judicial in its character, and h
lieved that if Mr. White -undertool
work, much as the country would fe
loss by reason: of his eeasing to; holi
of the important portfoliog.in. th,e,&;'
inent, that loss would be fully made
{he gain that would accrue to jtberg
ince by reason of the manner )
the statutes of the country wd'uld‘i
vised if that honorable. gentleman
member of the commissjon, e
no intention to have'the cost of
vision charged to capital account,
tributed over a few years the cost @
revision would be met out of cu

revenue,

Laforest Hq Erom.:

Mr. Laforest said there seemed 18
disposition on the part of mem
government to misrepresent the
the leader of the opposition..
minded- member would say
marks of the leader of the oppositi
open to the construction -that hi
put upon them by the leader of
ernment. The opposition were no
open to the charge that they ¢
rvetard the progress of the gountry i
way, or to oppose what was.
the public interests. If the gover
did not squander the money of th
try, as money had been squa
the county of Madawagka and oth
of the province, we would.be well
undertake the . proposed - €
Money had been squandered in
with the revision of ;l;e.__ataﬁue;
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past several years, 3
in that time jv
toward paying’
vision and QOfig
portant objection, to 1 bi
it struck a bBlow at the indepen
of the parl’ament act. 'The govern
ought to be able to point to .a prece
able to show that some other parlia
had done what is mow pro )
present was a most dangerous step
struck a blow at bulwarks of liberts
the parliaments of the- world had
intended to maintain the independen
the members of parliament, If mes
of the lezislature could be ap
to a commission of this kind what
interfere with similar legislation
spect to giving appointments to la
bers of members of the legislaturé:
(Lafcrest) felt that the revision ¢
statutes was a necessity, and he recog
the great ability and fitness of My !
for work of the kind proposed
petent men, however, could. be
outside of the legislature, and;in
way the independence of memb_er_a&
legislature would not be.interfered
nor the dignity of parliament aﬁectq;l
] A

Mr. Lawson - B

entirely agreed with the object of
and believed that there was a great
sity for the work of the revision
solidation of the statutes. . He
agree with the statement that the:
amounts of money paid out during t
several years in the consolidatio
many of the statutes had been squand
Such work was necessdry as a pl'elil.jla
step to the complete revision and co
dation now proposed.. Hé did, how
differ ‘with the provisions of .the b
one re-pect, and that was with rega
the power which was given.i s
scetion to appoint a member of, i
lature as one of the commisson
had been brought up.in a school
gards the‘independence of parli
a very jealous eye and while the
manly statement of the honorable:y
ney general, that the “section was
the bill with a view to. making it po
to oblain th> scrvices of the. ho
member for Kings (White) on the
mission, went a long way toward soft
his first feeling with regard to.the
tion, yet he felt that if it was. broug
vote he would have to vote again
"I'he members of this House are entr
with high powers and privileg!)

while he acknowledged the gre
to the province of having ‘such
gentleman as the honorable

Kings as one of the members of
mission to consolidate the sta
fact ‘that he is the member: for
would compel him (Lawson)  to
the third section of the bill, " He
son) ccnsidered the independence o
House and every member of .it of sg
and sacred a character that he |
think it was wise to introduce a
of this kind in a measure to be '
the House. While, as “the honorabl
torney general had said, this was ¥
work of a partizan character, while.
not a work of a departmental ¢!
yet it was a very important work
was a work which had to.be.per

by an officer .of the goverment—an @
who- will and ought. to bhe paid larg
muneration for tihe valuable -
which he would be required fo rends
while the results could not: be such
prejudite the legislation .of ‘fhe.@
either for or against the govern
did not think it ought-te be. place
hands of a free and independen

tative of the people. He e

time had come for a cona' idatie

(Continued on Page 4, 4th ¢
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