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Wn’l Premics The speeches (delivered in Lon-
don and elsewhere) of Sir Wilfrid
in Raglead, Laurier, Canada’s Premier and
representative at the Queen's Jubilee, have naturally
attracted a good deal of attention on both sides the
water, Not all Sir Wilfrid's recent utterances have
escaped criticism here, but, we suppose, it will le
admitted by most Canadians that, generally speak-
ing, he has employed his eloquence with discretion,
and that he has very worthily and eflectively
represented his country in conneftion with the
grand evenits in which it has been his distinguished
privilege to participate, - Certainly the Canadian
Premier has been treated with marked consideration
by the Imperial duthorities, and has been enthusias-
tically received by the people of the motherland.
Among the speeches-of Sir Wilfrid which have
attracted ‘most attention is that delivered at the
Colonial Institate banqguet, in replying to.the toast
of the evening, *The United Empire.’ The follow-
ing sentences are from a report of the speech which
has lately appeared in a Canadian newspaper :

' In the history of the world, they had read of great
empires that had absorbed extensive territories, and em-
braced men of diverse places, tribes and nations. All
those empires when compared at the present time with
the British BEmpire for the extent of territory, sank into
utter insignificance, There was, however, a more radical
difference. Al those empires were formed by conquest,
and were maintained by force and vivlesice. The British
Empire had not been formed so much by conquest as it
had been founded by colonization and the arts of peace,
What made it so strong were freedom and justice — free-
dom and justice to all the races thet now inbabited it,
it was to the eterndl credit of England that she always re-
spected the religion of her subjects, Might he bgallowed
to speak freely, and to say that the respect shown for the
religion of & new subject hdd not always been shown for
their commeree. But thet was in the past, and s new
day had dewned, The concession of political rights was
now generously and freely made, and nothing could have
been more than what was shown them on the
previous day st Aldershot, where they saw men of all the
rmces of the earth m the Dritish uniform,

(Applause,) 1t had been sold that we had reached o

position that was 100 good to be true. The position was
not to good 10 be true, 1t was simply the dawn of & bet-
ter position, (Applause.) Speaking as s British subject
not of Kmghish blood, let him say that he claimed that
the rll““”’ et ween m.d and her colonies,
stisfactory though they might be, were not the goal to
which he looked. If he were to teveal the
koal of his aspirations, it was to see & Canadian of French
descent sitting in the halls of Westminster, (Applagee.)

That mi , perbaps, Bitious dresm, Ambitions
"l"-:mm:?zm-m,ﬁf h'won .

young mas, he should hope to see it realized. At the

present time his smbition was & more limited and humble

one, he learnt the lesson of proceeding slowly.
At the time the only smbition he had — and one
he w to members of the Colonial In.
stitute — was 0 the resiuneiation of certain tieaties
which he looked 'ns blots on the history of our col-
onial . (Applanse.) He was glad to see
sround thet Mmoluum;uuo( the
pe ion of England, (Laughter aud hear, hear,) If
they had the sympathies of the best half of the of
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England he knew what the result would be. There were
some, colonies in which voted. In Canada they
did not vote, though they ruled all the same. (Langh-
fer). He was quite sure that if they would be s0 kind as
to give them their sympathy, they would reach their goal,
because, ce gue femme veut, Dieu le veut, [what woman
wills, God wills.] (Applause.)”
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B A A . it e
of the cant commit-
in Pufiament. tee in the House of Commons
on Monday last was an ion of very iderabl
interest, and the galleries were accerdingly crowded
with visitors, The report met with some sharp
criticism from the Radical element in the House.
Hon. Phillip James Stanhope, Radical member for
Burnby, moved amid loud Radical cheers a resolu-
tion to the effeét that the House regretted the incon-
clusive charadter of the report of the committee,
more particularly its failure to recommend that
specific steps be taken with regard to the admitted
complicity of Mr. Cecil Rhodes, and asking that Mr.
Hawkesley, the attorney of Rhodes, be ordered to
attend at the Bar of the House, and to produce the
telegrams which he refused to show the committee,
Mr. Stanhiope, who has been described as a revolu-
tionary Aristocrat, supported his resolution in a
vigorous speech in which he attacked the Chartered
Company, Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, Secretary of
State for the Colonies, and the Hon, Cecil Rhodes,
and expressed a desire that the lafter should be -
deprived of his membership in the Privy Coundil.
Mr. Henry Labouchere in denouncing the conduét
of Mr. Rhodes, compared the course he had pursued
in South Africa to that of a Secretary of State in
the United States, who, without the consent of his
president, should organize a raid against Canada.
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, said the Government would have to con-
sider whether or not Mr. Rhodes should ‘remain in
the Privy Council, but in dealing with him the
characer of his services generally must be consider-
ed, Sir Willilam Harcourt, the Liberal leader,
defended the committee and said he thought the
report conclusive on all important points. He
strongly defended My, Chamberlain, declared that
his aétion at the time the raid ocgurred disproved all
insinuations of complicity, and demoumced the
charges that the committee had plotted to suppress
certain evidence as worthy only of coutempt.
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Chamberlain’ The Colonial Secretary, Mr.
8 D0 anberialn, Wiio'Nis' inchined

fence of Rbodes. . 004 deat of criticism in con-
nedtion with the Enquiry, embraced the opportunity
which the discussion offered to make his defence.
Mr. Chamberlain reminded the Opposition that it
was due to their insistence that the committee had
been appointed, and that he himself had been made
o member of it. He had been in a position, he said,
in which he feit like judge, witness and defendant,
and he thought he deserved the sympathy of the
House, from the fact that during the eighteen
months of difficnit South African negotiations he
had been worried by constant irresponsible charges
and suspicions,and he was glad hie was able to speak
at last a8 a free man.  As to the telegrams, he said,
he had nothing against their publicstion. What-
ever they contained was po evidence against the
Colonial office. He was convinced that while Cecil
Rhodes’s fault was as grest as a politician and
statesman could commit, there was nothing that
affefted his personal character as a man'of homor.
It was said he had deceived others. Bo also did
Garibaldi, Cavour and other patriots. It was &
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military necessity. Mr. Labouchere by bringing
outrageous charges against Messrs. Rhodes, Beit
and Harris, had abused the privileges of Parliament.
The Government was not going to prosecute him
nor to deprive him of-his privy councillorship which
had been conferred upon him for his great services.
Mr. Chamberlain said he was glad to be able to state
that the position of South Africa was better now
than it had been at any timegince the raid, and
President Kruger was desirous to meet the govern-
ment in a proper spirit. He believed that the time
was not far distant when Rhodesia would have self-
government. '

It will, we fancy, appear to the ordinary iptellect
that, if the cabled despatches have reported Mr.
Chamberlain fn_iﬂy, his defence of Mr. Rhodes’ per-
sonal homnor is. rather an extraordimary ome. It
would seem from this doctrine that a man may be
'Tﬂlty of the gravest sins as a statesman or a poli-
tician and still retain an immaculate chara®ter as a
gentleman. He may make war upon a friendly

power, without the consent and against the will of
the Government t6 which he is amenable, and may
practise all ‘manner of deception that he may con-
sider necessary to the success of his undertaking,
but in all this he has donme nothing to bring the
sli stain upon his personal character, or to
injure his reputation in the esteem of gentlemen !
People will naturally ask whether or not this indi-
cates the standard to which Mr. Chamberlain also,
as a statesman and a politician, aims to conform.
How far the doctrine enunciated by Mr. Chamber-
lain finds acceptasnce in the political world we do not
know, but perhaps we may now be able to under-
stand how ' Honorable Gentlemen' have been able
‘to. de a good " things which it ‘seemed impos-
sible that honorable gent could do.
xR 34
A Balioon Trip So far-as is known up to time of
s Poke. writing, the civilized world is
& without information as to the
fate of Prof. Andree, who, on July 11th, set out from
Dane's Island on a balloon expedition to the North
Pole. Two men accompanied Prof. Andree on his
novel and most perilous journey. These were Dr,
Fraenkel, a meteorologist, and Mr. Strindberg, a
general I any i ly ‘iniportant re-
sty of a scientific character were likely to be
achieved, supposing the undertaking of Prof. An-
dree and his pani to be s ful, one would
be able to feel more enthusiasm about the matter,
But it is hardly to be expefted that the world's
stock of scientific knowledge would be greatly
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able, it may be presumed, to determine the question
—whether at the extreme polar reégion there is or is

not an open sea ; they would be able doubtless to
relate some strange and probably most uncomfort-
able c‘x'raienca and they would have gained a
world-wide reputstion by achieving that which had
hitherto baffled the wit and power of man. But it
does not appear that any i in which mankind
is vitall, would be greatly served by the

y concerned

success of this expedition for which these three
brave men hn:‘c“t!lken their lives in their hands. It
must be as contrary to any reasonable ex-
pecution"tﬁt they will ever return. Mr. Andree
put his faith in currents of air moving steadily to-
ward the Pole. It is reported that, when the balloon
set out from Dane's Island, it was being carried
northward by such a current at a velocity o{n miles
an hour, admitting the existence of such air
e!rl_!ﬂ:‘ in the highest ezpl?rdaid latitudes, meteorol-
ogists H‘hn ty regard it as a most hazardous
inference to conclude ’um these currents continue
Tty Fult A T, s ek, sipmitg

to b , it is asked, su ng
lbcﬂ-l-dgm'whnvefwndthgwm-
ud-?nd- f:“tﬁdr relnchil:lgt!hem
l“ n M vessel, wha 'm
can they have that they will find southward moving
currents to tarry them back again to the confines of
the habitable eatth,
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