OF

CONTINUZD 2
s iple showed good scnse In
around to visit bis old friends.
others he called upon Captain |
wle, to whom be bebaved with sin- |
discerument. in such a way as
jd please the old man, for en |
i3 ship we like a cheerful sallor, |
. who takes punishment "without '
and bears po malice there-
A ship s likea boys’ school,
A flogging wipes oot the offense
master and boy become good
after it, whatever the beinous-
the crime.
san] Sam. sianding before the
modestly, “you will under-
pd, first of all, that 1 am reminded
foming bere of the last time that
you.”
jye, my lad, 1 baye not forgotten.”
eaptain did not rise from bis arm-
., nor did be offer fam his band.
wrajted to learn In what spirit the

g

‘Belleve me, sir,” sald Sam, "1 am
fh perbaps, but deserved. The pre-
of youth, ignorance of the
nee of the prize to which
d, may be my excuse, If any
needed. [ was then both young

Ignorant.” It must be admitted
£ Sam possessed the gift of words.
findeed | was too young to under-
stand the bumble nature of my origin
pd my position and too iguorant to
"fq md my own presumption.

[herefore, s!
'"‘# I beg your forgiveness. That
sir, can never, I assure
jou, be repeated. I know at least my

) p and the distance between a
Main young lady and myself.”
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man approached bim. |

t unmindful of a. certain lesson,

r, before | say anything !
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the helpless and to uphold the yirtuous.
Would to heaven there wepe” more like
the right honorable the 1 of Fyling-
dale™

“Look you, Master Sam.,” sald the cap-
tain. “Your good opinjon of your pa-
tron does you credit, 1 honor you for
your generous words. I bave never so
far, and I am now past 70, encountered
any man who was either saint or angel,
but in every man have I always found
some flaw whether of temper or of con-
duct. 8o that I do not prejend to be-
lieve all that you make out.”

Sam Semple sighed and rose. “I ask
not for your entire belief, sir. It will
be sufficient If you learn, as 1 have
learned, the great worth of this exalted
and incomparable nobleman. As for
flaws, we are all human, but”l know of
none. So I take my leave. I venture
to hope, sir, that your good lady and
your lovely ward—I use the word with
due respect—are in good health.”

So he departed, leaving the captain
thoughtful.

And now they were all among us, the
vile erew brought together for our un-
doing by this lotd so noble and so ex-
alted.  And we were already entangled
in a whole mesh of lies and conspira-
cies, the result of which you have now
, to learn. »

CHAPTER VI

AN ABDUCTION.

T was the custom with
some of the high fliers,
or the bucks, as they
were called, when the
cardroom was closed
to go off together to a
tavern, there to finish
the night drinking,

“Why, my lad” said the cap

you talk in that modest way |
no malice—none—wherefore bere
y band in token of forgiveness.
80 on that head we' will speak no

still in humble attitude.

am deeply grateful, captain,” he
*You will perbaps before long
fow grateful | can be.” Time,
did show the depth of his grati-

& mercs sme

“Well, sir, | am now in bigh fa-
‘with my Lord Fylingdale, on
pm you waited this morniog.”
hope bis favor will end in a snug
Sam. Forget not the maln
Well, your patron Is a goodly
man to look at. Sit down,
a glass of home brewed.
want it after the ale of Lon
_which is, so far as 1 remember,
stuff. Well. pow, about your
ford. He Is a married man, |

tely; vo. He is difficult

\b! And I suppose, like most young
imen, something of a profligate,
? Or a gambleér, likely? One
many lanocents? Eb?”

i mighty conning.
—~8am spread out his

ta
“expostulation —~you distress
Fylingdale

o gxtended bis band. which Sam

a profligare?

the contrary. the
_ There is no more virto-

bli and rioting the
whole night through and lang after
daylight. Truly the town of Lynn wit-
| nessed more profligacy and wickedness
| during this summer. than all its long
. and ancient history bad witnessed or
could relate.

The assembly was held twice a week,
on Thursday and on Friday. It-wason
Thursday - night that a certain state-
: ment was made In a drunken conversa-

tion which might have awakened sus-
| picion of some dark design bad it been
recorded. A small company of the said
high fiiers, among whom were Colonel
. Lanyon and a young man named Tom
| Rising. marched of to the tavern most
[ frequented by them after the closing of
| the rooms and ealled for punch, cards
| and candles. Then they sat down to
| play, with the ungodly and profane
| discourse which they affected. They
| played and drank, - the young man
{ drinking fast and hard, the colonel,
| after bis custom, keeping his head
| eool.

| Tom Rising’s estates lay near Swaff-
| ham. He was well known as the best
and most fearless rider in the whole
county. He was the keenest sports-
man. He knew where to find fox,
hare, badger, ferret, stoat or weasel
He knew where to put up a pheasant
or a covey of partridges. He could play
atall manly sports. He was a wild, fear-
less, reckless, deboshed young fellow,
whom everybody loved and everybody
feared, always ready with a blow or an
oatl, afraid of nothing If he set his
beart upon anything. You shall see
that he set his heart upon one thing
aond failed. Tom lost heavily and drank
deep.

wan among you to the very bones,” he
said.
gentlemen, after tomorrow night I shall
be the richest man In the codnty.
D'you bear? The richest man in the
‘county.  You don't know how? Very
well. Do you think I'm golng to tell
you? Ho, ho! When you hear the
news, yot'll say 'twas only Tom—only
Tom Rising—bad the courage to ven-
ture and to win.” -

“He means the bazard table,” said

#1 will play till I bave stripped every
“Why de I say this? Because,

“Tié sbould stop ta
* “We must pot listen to his
wanderings.” .

“Richest man in the county,™ he.re -
peated. *“Colonel, I like your
pany. You lay down your money like
a man. In a week, colonel I'll bave
it all. There shan’t be a guinea left
among you all. Richest man in coun-
ty—miake—guineas—fly.” His bead sank
down agaio. Qle was once more
speechless.

His friends looked from cone to the
other. What did Tom Rising mean?

“Gentlemen,” sald the colopel, *“he
bas been drinking for many days. He
has some kind of a fit upon him
After a sleep he will be better. Just
now hé dreams of riches. 1 bave
known men in such a condition to see
animals and tuink that they are bunt-
ed by rats and clawed by devils.”

Again Tom lifted his bead and bab
bled confusedly.

“The richest man—the richest man—
in the whele county. After tomorrow
night—not gh fter to )
night. 1 have found out'a short way

to fortune. The richest man in the
county.” :
So they left him sleeping in his

chair, with his head on the \].?e
among the glasses and the spilt pupeh. ”

The next was the night of thie as-
sembling, and Molly was preésent

After dancing with his lordship, who
then offered his hand to a lady of the
county, she stood up with Tom Rising.
who was by this time as sober as could
be expected after such a night. He, in
the hearing of evervbody, loadéd her
with compliments of the common kind,
such as would suit’ a milkmaid, but
were not proper for a modest woman
to hear. To these, however, Molly re-
turned no reply and danced as if she
heard them not. She then rejoined
Lady Anastasia and with her retired to
the cardroom, whither many ‘of the
young men followed her. She stood
beside ber ladyship and obliged the
young men by choosing cards for them,
which they lost-or won. Tom Rising
followed her and stood beside her with
flushed face and trembling hands. It
was remarked afterward that he seem-
ed to assume the care of her. He kept
gazing upon Molly with fierce and rav-
enous looks like a wolf who bungers
after his prey and lives to wait for it.
He played the while, however, and lost
diaring the evening, 1 believe, some
hundreds of pounds, but for reasons
which you will presently hear he never
paid that money.

Molly next had a second danee with
his lordship. After ‘t kad been finished
he offered her the réfreshment of wine
or chocolate, but she declined. saying
that the eaptain now would be wishing
ber to go home and that her chair
would be waiting.

8o his lordship lea ber to the door,
where indeed Ler chair was waiting.
but no captain, and, bowing low, he
handed her in and shut the door, and
he returned to the assembly, and Mol-
Iy’s chair was Immediately lifted up
and borne rapidly away, she sitting
alone, thinking of the evening and of
her great triumph, suspecting no evil
and thinking of ne danger.

A minute later the captain came to
the door. There he saw Molly’s chair-
men waiting with ber chalr.
ed about him. Where was Molly? He
returned to the assembly: the girl was
not there. He looked into the eardroom;

his lordship was standing at the table, |

looking on. “My lord,” said the cap-

tain in confusion, “where is my ward?” |

“Miss Molly? Why. captain, I put
her into her chair five minutes ago.
She is gone.”

“Her chair?" The captain turned pale.

“Her chair is now 2t the door with her |

chairmen.”

“What devilry is forward?" cried
Lord Fylingdale “Come with  me,
captain. Come with me.”

The chair into which Molly stepped

without suspicion and without ceven |

looking for the ecaptain, who should

have walked beside her, stood, as I |

bave said before, at the entrance of the
long room. Outside the trees were
bung with colored lamps: the place
. was as bright as In the -sunshine of
{
]

could be done in such a place which

| would not be observed. There is. how- |

| ever, one thing which is wever ob-

He look- |

noon. One would think that uothing |

éhtcies. ADG Dy the SIars sbe saw |
that they were carrving ber in a north-
erly direction, perbaps to South Woot-
ten. 7

She perceived, therefore, that some
devilry was going on. Now she was
oot a girl wko would try to belp ber-
self T soch a deserted and lovely spot
by shrieking. por did she see that any
good purpose would be served by call-
ing to the chairmen to let her out. She
sat up, therefore, ber beart beating &
little faster than usual, and considered
what she should do.

Molly, though not a woman of fash-
ion, understood by this time ber valune, |
especially in the eyes of the adventur-!
er, and she also understood quite clear-
Iy at this moment that she bad been |
earried away without the knowl dge of |
her guardian and that the intention of
the abduction was nothing more or less
fhan a forced marriage and ibe acqul
sition of ber fortune. “Jack” sbLe 1«
me afterward, “l confess that |
wish, just for a little, that yor mic
be ~oming along the road ywiths =

club, but:then I remembered 1l 1',_‘

was no puny threadpaper of a woman, |
but as strong as most men, and I ook |
courage. Weapon 1 had none except a |
steel bodkin, gilt, stuck in my hair-a |
small thisg, but it might serve if any
man ventured too mear, and I thought, |
besides, that there would Ve a hue and";
ery and thit thé eountry round would
be scoured 'In’ all directions.  They
would most eertainly grow tired of
carrying me about in a chair; they

_must stop sbmewkhere and put me into

some place or otier. 1 thought also |
that I could easily manage to keep off

one man or perhaps two and that it |
would be very unlikély that more than |
one would attempt to forcé me into |
marriage. Perbaps I might escape. |
Perhaps I might barricade myself. Per- |
haps my bodkin might help me to save |
myself. 1 would willingly stab a man |
to the heart with it. Perhaps 1 might |
pick up something—a griddle would be |
a weapon handy for braining a man, or

éven a frying pan would do. What-

S LoaBsEP LED Wik TO THE OGS

ever happeneds J»k. I was resolved |

that nothing, net even fear of murder,

should make me marry the man who |

had carried me off.”
There are found séattered about the

byroads —of the coumntry many small |
inns for the accemmodation of persons |

of the baser sort.

It was before such a wayside inn |

that the chairmen stopped. Molly knew
it very well. It was at a place called
Rikley's Spring. The pame of the
house was the Traveler's Rest, and it
tood just two miles and a bhalf from

The diamond panes o
re mostly broken

T reoms.

when
ed a dark and noisome place, fit only
for cutthiroats and murderers.

The poles were withdrawn and the
door thrown open. Molly, looking out,

partner, the young fellow they cailed
| Tom Rising.
“Oh.” she cried, “is it possible?

He b d low and began a little

| served—jt is the Pp
| of servants. No one regards the boat-
lmotthoferryotthedﬂvuofm
lncknqmeborthemltbuyortho
chairman. The chair, then, stood with

| its door open opposite to the entrance !

of the long room. The chairmen stood
a little in the shade. but not

g
i

I

il

i

i
'i

|

off as to meed calling. when |

ilmet:h'hu:hInhtlm!lmmtllnlnﬂ-

' “Madam, you will confess that you
| are yourself alone to blame. Fired with

]

I pired to p myself
| of these charms? Saure, s Laplander
i himself would be warmed even in his

“l mean, madam, that your

i

i
i
£

?

i

1o and one mile or so from the vil- |
» of South Wootten. It was a small |
se, gloomy and ill lighted at the |
There was a door in the middle. |
the windows |
their leaden |
the woodwork was decaying; |
per floor, projecting, darkened |
In the dim twilight, |
chair stopped. the bouse look- |

saw before ber, hat in band, ber late |

|
1}
| thought I was in the bands of some |
highwayman. Is this your doing, sir? |
| 1 was told that you were a gentleman.” |
b

'| to, and all drafts drawn on
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