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CROWN LAND AFFAIR.

t
In coisequence of the great interest taken |

" 4 S . |
whom is a resident] in this Province, and the price he would give, in case of competit-

he ’o_thn is not. . : ion ; and he said, he would not go beyond
“These lands are situate in the Counties ' the npset price. There were other parties

by the people in the investigation now being of York, Westmorland. Albert, and King's.|my partners wishing to obtain the .same

held by a Commistee of the Assembly,
the system of Land Jobbing, and the deve-

been expressed that we should publish the |

proceedings. We condense the following ¥

from the *“C lonial Empire's™ impartial re-'

The Surveyor General was the first wit-
ness.sworn and he stated as follows : I

*I'he subordinates in my office have each y
their particular duty. When petitions are
reccived, Mr. Lockwood ¢xamines the Map
to see if the land applied for is vacant. If
g0, he marks the lots, and the names are
sent to Printing Office ; the lands are ac
vertised t) be sold by the Local Deputies
ir the scveral Counties of the Province, exe
cept Yourk and Sunbury. The sales in those!
two Counties take pl. e at t
Offee

Ihe commission of Mr. Inches ig
Ofce, constitutes him C
Dianghtsman, “in his abscuce
Mr. luches holde no other
office {

1 know nothing of what subordinates do.|
ax agems for other persons. I think parties !
have sent monies to Mr. Inches, with rcfu-’
ence to sales; but cannot say to what uxlunli
Mr. Inches ever madde appiication for land.

When Local Deputies make their returns,
they are all entered, andMr. Gowan marks
on the back of vach return the amuunt paid.
When lands are sold by L cal Deputies, or
at Crown Land Office, tue names of the pue-
chasers are returncd and cntered

I am not sure that the reg laions Tor
ing of Crown Linds, published Dec'r
36, and the notiees of lards reser el in
the varions Counties of the Province, for ag- |
tual settlement, was an Or.der of { ouncil, m!
force when 1 took office, in 1858; but 1 doj
not know when they were abrogated

1 believe  Mr Inches ha. been interested
in the purchase of Crown Lands, but I did
not know 1€ until thée commencement of this
1-|\\;llg‘\li\»n.

The Committet met at an enrly hour on
Feiday morning. in one of the smail and in-
convenient Committee rovms of the House
f Assembly.

I'he Chairman. Ms. Tibbitte asked. Mr
Inches bofore going into his statément, if he
had received advice from any party, or par-
ties, relating to the course e shuold pur-
rU”

Mr Inclics replied, that he had consulted
with his brother upon this sabject, and had
received a hint, equal to.adricé, upun one
point  ‘Uhe hint was from the Attoiney
General; and it w.s with relerence 10 giving
evidence before that Committee, tothe effect,
that under the Act passed last sess on, [ Mr.
Gray's Act | the only punishment the Com-
mittee couid inflict, in case he ¢! ose not to
answer them; wus to commit him until the
end of the session, a fact of which he wa« not
previonsly aware. This was on the 27th
Fubruary, Since that time, be had had]
saveral interviews with the Attorney General |
respecting the matter.  The Attorney General |
came in, and took a seat directly behind the
witness, where he continued to sit,and take
notes, during the rest of the day. Then Mr.!
Inches proceeded with his statemment, as;
follows :—

“*When [ thought of the caolness of the
proposal, that I sbou'd go to Goal, rather
than expese him (the Attorney General) it
stung me. and I replied, that | intended 10
state to the Committee all [ knew about’the
various transactions, from first to lust, . |
said | was not prepared to make mysell a
martyr for the Governmeat ; that | intended
to lay aside all reserve, and.make pablic all
1 knew about the affsir. I'repeat, that 1
was stung by the evolness of the. Attorney
General’s proposal ; by his demeanor; by
his offers ofsympathy ; by his asscrtipns,
that he would aid me all he could-—when ip
reality. it was the Attorney General, and mot
me, that wanted aid. Fver sinc2 this affair
was made publie, the Attorney General, hds
been dogging me, suggesting and* advising
me, gratuitously, about the matter, in the
strects, and in the Crown Land Office.—
From the Attorhey General's; conyersat:on,
1 gathered the impression that he was ex-
erting himself in my behalf. The Attormey
Geneval informed me, that he had dene so,
by speaking to several Members of this Com-
mittee, and he paiticularly hamed jMessts
Wilmot and M:Clellan, ¢

*I will pow procced go remark about
Land putchases in which I have been in-
teres'ed. - They amount to Twenty-8ix Thou-
sand acres! In these lands I have an in-

I

Crown Land

takes charge.

{

I with him in his Land-jurchases, was a mem-
i ‘il R0 APy for'the: 46 ber of the ln-gis.lalure ? eciine
port, and will give the evicence lor the de-{ywer the question; but he did it in a way
fence, when received : | that left the impression such was the case.—
{ Mr. Inches then put in a tabu'ar slawmcnt!eml was more fortunate.

said

eight shillings and four pence per acre.—
Some were sold to
1. Stephen, and some to William Parks, Alex-

St. John.

b2 Craka Tasdl tween persons holding public situations, and | fore the S le
! persons who do nat, in connection with these ‘ and Stiles, were furnished by the Duputy in
thé !transactions. the actions themselves, and know
hiel guilt in thf‘m. \ i
Mr. Gowan | Atmosphere in which I have lived, and breath- jeach a claim upona lot, by reason of their
ed, the last three or four years, has not been | having paid the first instaiment.
{such as to sharpenor elevale my idcas ol torney General, on paying the balance, and this : —In consideration of relinquishing
rectitude with regard to the imterests of *he pnulucing the transfers, can at any moment my partners all my in‘erest in various -scat- cil in .

into  The Attorney General has nothing whatever land, and they had no idea of letting it pass
to do
! cwn the half-interest with myself, are not|alip.
lupments made by the chicf draughtsman of mcmbr':i 2 sheged el bt

the Crown Land Department, a desire has ,ive their names "

with these !ands. The parties that at_ that rate, nor did I myself care to let it
When the duy of sale arrived, the
Local Deputy, acting as Agent for both par-
ties. knocked the land down to that party
which advanced on theupset price and wonld
have given considerable more, if necessary.
The quantity of land was 550 acres, and it
was knocked down to Hugh Smith—a fic-
titivua person.

In the next transaction, the Attorney Gen-
At his request, I
»f his purchases, and the position in which | purchased for him in .the Parish of Moncton
hey now stand. Mr. Inches went on, and|four hundred and seventy-five acres in the
:—**A considerable amount of these ' names of five different l,é;,g.;g, The first
ands hac been resold from four shiilings to [ instalment on these lots was paid in by me;
the Attorncy General furnished me with tho
money. The sale of these five lots took
place on the 4th May, 1838, bat no  second
inder L. Light, and Douglas B. Stevens of | instalment has ever been paid.

I furnished Deputy Wilmot with the names
I believe there isa distinction made be- | of three parties who had signed transfers be-

of the Governmeny. .1 decline to

[Here Mr. Inches was asked whether the
party residing in this Proyince, and interested

He deciinedsto ans-

Robert Watson, of St.

I maintain,there is no moral| Albert. These five lots now stand in

The At-

public. In meking this statement, I refer | demand a Grant in his own name.
to parties with whom 1 have been brought
in contact officinlly and I refer particularly 'torney General, one with four names.
to the présent Attorney General. | difference in this case was, that I gave

These land traneactions, in their various” blank 'transfcrs, and he got thém signed: tlements on either side.

branches embracc a wide scope. I have I himse:f.
scen members of the Legislature, when de- ]

The truth is, the officicl| Crown Land Office, ns if those partics had extent, w

““There are two othLer purchases by the At-
The tract,
him 3,330 acres, composing the best land for sct- | the matter,

“The next purchase of the Attorney Gene- | I propose to reconvey this tract to the Crown

umberland for license to cut timber on !hcll do pot think Mr. Tillly kad anything
Indian Reserves ; they would be put on the ll to do with the applications, or knew of them
Schedule of the Execative Council, anl the| lu the time of Mr. Wilmot, partics had
{answer invariably was, **to stand over.”™ The three months'to make improvéments on land
Council never found leisure, or inclination, to comply with tho pravisions 6f the¢ Labor
‘to deal with them. Atlast 1 got tired of Act. In 1858 this time wuas extended to
entering them,and having them “'s:and over ;" | two years, and though 1 trigd repeatedly to
80 I took the responsibility of answering have this time shoriened, with the econour-
| them mysclf, which has been found to work rence of the Surveyor General, it could not
well. | be effected until le st year. s
| *In comsequence of delay on the part of) *The ITon..W. H. Steeves made an ap-
the Law Officers, a great many gonflicting plication for land under the Labor Aet. A
cases are never decided ; and a refdrence to person making applications under that Act,
‘the Law Officers, which means to the At-ymust stare that he is a poor man and ha# no
torney General, is virtually an indefinite land in the country.
postporement, and sometimes amounts to a  *| do not recollect that any grants were
denial of justice. Itisa jest in the Office, issned to me while Mr. Wilmot was Survey-
that a reference to the Attorney General or General. No grart of any consequence
sends the matter to the *dead file” —there issued in.my name until last year. 1 never
1is an end of it. informed Mr. Wilmot that [ had purchased
“And now to my land purchases. Thére lands, nor did he know of my having dene
'are others fir above me, whose example I so.
:mcrc!y followed, and I coatend there is no| *“Yesterday, I'gave evidence of the respon-
*moral guilt” in my buying land which may sibility I had assumed in answering petitions
appearso to many I make no observation as | This moraing 1 went into the Crown land
to its ;,mpriety in an official and publie point Office, and found a number of cases referred

1 think the-other two, Steves ' of view, and | do say, thit the Chicf Officers to the present Auorney General, which bave

of the Govt. are connzefed” with thesc trans. never been reported pon.
: to .a certain!  Wuh reference to the present Attorney
t was going on. General he found the case of Jeremiah Rock-
I now wish to submit to the Commiitee ! well anid the Central Bank. respecting land
a proposition touching these lands which is{in Carleton, on the spplication of G. Bots-
to ford,in 1859. Anorder was made in Coun-
¥. 1859, refering it to the Atlorney
but as yect he has made no report
4 The officers of the Bank hr ve complained of
voplaining | this long delay, and become very urgent in
. i The Attorney General has been
Phis tract is -not repeatedly pressed for his decision. but with-
| far from the Railway station at Salisbury ] out ¢ffect.
Bome dozen other cases of the like nature

tercd Tracts, they have consented to give' General,
up to me cnirely, the large and unbroken

in and near Monteagle,

sirous of obtaining large quantities of land, !ral is thre: hundred acres, in a traet lately or being refunded the purchase moneys andiwere also mentioned by Mr. Iaches, to show

stoop to the meanners of using fictitious surveyed on the Nackawick. It was

names; and utterly disregarding the interests ' opn the first Tuesgay in the last month, Feb- port from this™Comr

{of the Province in order to serve their own ruary 5th, 1861 The Attorney General told  course.

pupose. T'he regulations of the Crown Land me thisland was for himself, and got me to

1d  and the adoption by the Assembly of & Re- |the dereliction of duty’ in ithe part of the

c.recommending that | Attorney General and fieglect on the part of
{the Government, when an adjuurnmenl took

*\Vhen Before the Bxcutive Council a few

place unt:l Monday morning at 9 oclock.

| IMfice forbid any one person from purchas- ' bid it infor him.

ting more than 100 acres on crédit, ’payable money for it yet.

by instalments.

Let me here mention that T believe a more  General to bLid these lots in for him, which [ question of that kind.

homorable man than the Hon. John H. Gray
does not live.  Some cight or nine years|

tions in the ususl way, with which he had ]
nothing to do.

ner for the remaining 320 aeres

matter at time, and_tried 10 make political
capital out of it, yet no person thought there |

more honeést.

twenty years. H

A large extent of the lands T purchased
are South cf the Anagance, and not far from
the Shediac railway, another large propor
wson in Moncton, north of the Railway, in
and near Monteagle 'The idea of a Clerk in
the Crown Land Office making large pur
chases of Land in this way, without the
koowledge of the Government is simply
absurd.

As an addition: 1 proof that both the Attor-
ney General and Provincial Secsretary were
perfectly cognizant of all these transactions, '
they have both repeatedly spoken to me, with
reference to those Grants, apparently from
molives of mere curiosity, but éertainly not
of reprobation. Hoth of them have also

] received instructions fromrthe Attorney ‘1 said, 1 wasquite prepared to inect any |

did. at the upset price.

A Tract 6f 21 000 acres (in which these They could, and should,anake a full enquiry |
-ago long before he was in the Government, |nts lay) hal been surveyed for actual sct- r as to a'l the purchases, and the details J é by the Legislative Council to the Bill au-
or Attorney General, he wished to purchase | tlement, and the Surveyor General objcc!ulimci.. They could pass an order to prevent Ithmi/.mg ulien Clergymen o solcmnize mas-
some Crown Lands, and asked me to take i to n-ny of them f)eiﬁg offered for sa[e:b.\“iu]é'— sueh - doings imTurnreyand-fastty ¢ Fenid it primme - et
the necessary steps. 1 put in the applica- | tion, as they would Le bought by speocule- frespectiully) they could dispense with the!
The Attor- |services of Aundrew Inches.

tors, and the lands locked up

be sold for settlement, without exception.

He has not’ paid the dayssince, the Hon. Albert Smith hinted at|

Al the Sale, he bought the 'ney General contended thatit ought to be!
quantity npplied for 626 acres, and subse-| done, as the quantity had been applied for a'I beg to say that I am not indiffcrent to a|of fining up thedicurt Honse for the recption
quently, two Gran's issued ; jone for himself year before the survey of Tract had been or- | dismissal from a position I have occupied |of the Princeof Wales.

for 306 acres, and the other to his lawp:rt-'d"ed' The Attorney General told me hetwenty five years which has réndercd me |
Mr. Gray | was opposed te this and expressed much | more familiar with all the details and duties | Acadian Frencl of Westmor'and to tax them-
did everything openly and above-board ; feeling upon the subject, because it had been of the Crown Land Offico, than perhaps any {selves for tlsgppoit uf their paupers, . was
and although the newspapers discussed the | gecided in Council that these lots should, all|other man in the Province. Had lbcr:idiscum-d in Committee; and progress report-

Provincial Parliament.

Frepericrox, March 5th.
‘The Huuse accepted the amendment made

I the possibility of escheating the lands I hold |

1 then also said, there |

\ f s
| were three courses open hlﬂ(ll[! Xeculive.— §

Mr Cudlip introduced a+Bill to autherize
| s the Session for the City and County «f 8t.
“In connection with the above proposition,  John. to aspess the County for the expensc

‘The Hon, Albert Smrith’s Bill to alléw the

been an Order that 1 should have no con-ied. [The Freach in the Provinec have al-

“The block ordered to be surreyed  was|nection with Crown Lands, I would ‘weither | ways supported their own poor by arrange-

wick River this season.

was the slightest wrong in i, nor was there. | 10,000 acres ; but the Deputy surveyed and'clircctly or indirectly, whilein the public|inent-among themseltes, aidl have therefore
I do not tvish in my remarks to throw the | returned 21,000 acres. The Deputy (White- ! service, have interested myself in the slight-{been exempted for payment of poor Rates —
‘slightcst contumely upon the present Sur- . head) delayed making his survey to the very | est degree in their purchase, and havefurther |54, B & V. ]
veyor General, for I believe no man can be ' |ast moment, and untill he was threatened | ireed myself trom all connection with Agen-|
He bas had no knowledge of (hat Deputy Davidson would be sent_if he|cies
these proceedings. * The system of using fic- | iy not preceed with it. The effect of this|elerks in the Cerwn Land Offiece to act. as| Provincial Secretary, in vicw of psnding in-
titious mnames in the purchase of Crown delay was, to cause a” suspension of nearly | Agents for purchases, or persons having'busi- | vestigations, moved that the question of Sup-
Lands has been in ‘use the last fifteen or 411 the lcmtering op,'"ﬁo,,, on the Nacka-|ness with the Department, which
The Surveyor Gen- | highly abjectionable.

The order of the day forguing into Supply

A practica has grown up, of allowing'came up, decording to usage, ‘st noon. The

I thi"khyly should be postponced, until Friduy neéxt.
ments |° Mr. Inches was on the 'stanl ih the' Tore-

My own eme

eral declared the Deputy should never be | in this way during the past year, wasbetween { noon and stated, in addition to John McAddm

paid for surveying more than the 10,000
acres ordered. I said derisively, that he
would be paid! This but an instance of the
way in which the Surveyor General has been

iuterfered with by other members of the Cvo-i

vernment.
“The distribution of advertisements was

consulting the Surveyor General, until abeut
two years ago, when the matters was taken
up by the Government, and arranged’in a
mote methodical manner, after a geod deal
of protestation by the Surveyor General.—

{made by the Attarney General, without | Supreme Court room, in order to hate more

I told the Aitorney General several times,

that I could not act without consulting the

with myself examined plans of these lands. Sarveyor . General.

Shortly after the return of the I’m\'iuginl :"“.e;. and the case of Whitehead, before
Sceretary to office in 1857, he examined| mentioned, was one of them. 1 remember
with me, the plan of Menteagle. - I mentioned | mentioning, to the Suryeyor General, what

tors, and told him the reat would goin the|jdeq, yor, aftér all, he had'to put up with it
same. way. | told him distinctly, it woull|and pay the whole amount.
all’ go. to speculatirs. - I hold here a letter |

at Woodstock, on some Railway Excursion,
and in this letter, he informs me, the Seere-
tary had told him there was a block of most
excellent land in the vicinity of the Railwav
in Westmorland, which he (*he Pro. Sec.)
would purchase were he not connected with
the Government, and advised hjm (Mr. W)
to buy it. And now with regard to the At-
torney General. He mention:d to me,. that
he would like to get some of@he lands Squ:h
of the Anagance. At his request, I entered
applicagions for the land in fictitious pames.
This land two or three miles directly
South of'%‘:\'utilcmli-c Station,: The At-
torney Gefteial hud much conversation with
me about it. I remember distinctly, » con-

terest of onc-hall. 'The rema ning half is
divided Letwecn two uther paities, one Of

‘veun(ion with the Attorney General ms to

consulting the Surveyor General.
pencil memorandum of the Provincial Secre-
tary on the letter file, directing to whom
the a vertisement should be given. Lat-
terly. the Attorney General has assumed
the control of the advertjsing."”

“The business of the C. I.. Office must be
done promptly and some person must neces-
sarily asgume the responsibility. . The mode
of transforing purchases is not new. When
I attended the FKxecutive Council with the
Land Schedules, ten or fifteen years ago, the
Executive would ask it the transfers were
all 1ight, and pass them. In Mr. Baillie's
time they were settled in the Office, without
reference to the Fxecutive.

“Applieat: -7 _would come from Nort)- application made “in" fictitious names ; bt

This was in particular '

| from Robert Watson, of St.' Stephen. hl\v':lhin the last three or four years, some-'am nota Local Depuiy. .

appears he had met the Provincial Secretary | times arranged the advertising without|
I have .f Jeave it writing to use his name, to get land

|

£50 and £75 ; but on an average of the last!the Mamber fur Charlotte, Freeman 11. Podd,
five cr six years, cannot have amounted to/and Buchanan of St. Stephens, Zecharidh
_lcss than £100 a iear. ‘The Attorney-Gen- | Chipman of St. Stephen, and Thomas Berry
eral declined askihg Mr. Inches any quesiions ' 6f 'St. George, as interested in large Tracts
at that stage of the procecdings. (ot Land, obtained in the Courties of York
Ssaturpay, March 2J. |ond Chatlotie, Under the Dabor Aet, and the
The Committee met this morning in the cvasion of its provisions.* ’
The Surreyor General was examined in
space ; butvery shortly after ilie proceedings | the afterrioon, with respéet tc the nogligence
commenced, the place became crowded.—'of the Atorney Gemefal, and dercliction in
The Attorney -General ‘was again' present the performaindé of his cfitkal duties with
with other members of th¥ Governmen’, aud ' respect to the Lusiness of the Crown 1 and
‘also all the leading members of both Houecs Department ip every branéh, and he fully
thus esusing an entire suspension of business ' confirmed the evidence of Mr. Idelics.
in both branches. |

The examination -of Andrew Inches was |
resumed. ‘He said : =*1 have still impo.t- |
ant evidence to lay before the Committee,

“My sitpation on 25th February last was

Land Office. I held the same abpointment;
under Mr. Ballie and Mr. Sasaders. | &m!

“The Provincial Secretary and my.eh'nown Deputy Surveyor but never act. li‘

tohim how much had been sold to 'P"Nh'i \Whitehead wanted, and he scouted at the thatof Chief Draughtsman in" the Trown T.mlh the exery

Mrs. Winslow vs. Crying Children.

Are you.distarbed. at night and broken of
your rest by w sick child suffering and exyings
uciat hg pain OF cutting tecth >
1f 80 go at once and get a bottle of Mré.
Winslow’s Soothing Syrup. It will relieve
the poor little suffer immediately—depend
upon it ; there is mo mistake about it.—

Mr. Ferguson, of Restigouche, gave mc: u.hcm- A a.v'nothn R

| used it, who will not tell you at once thar
it will regulate the bowels,' and give rest to
the mother and relief and health to the ¢hild
operating like magie. It is perfeetly safe to
use in all cases and to the taste, and ‘is “she
preseription vfone of the oldest and best
female phrsicians and nurees in the United
States. Vrice 25 cents, Office 13 Cedar-st.
New York. Sold everywhere

A man named Boutcllier was recently

and have the grants issued tohim. 1 never
purchased an acre under the Labour Act.

A grant issued 10 thke Hon 8. 14 Tiiley,on
8d September, 1855, for 400 about a mile
and a half from the Railway. Also a gramt
in Stadhelm, K. C., dated March 26, 1858,
for 700 acres ; this is about nine ur ten miles
from the Railway. Another gravion Apnl
3rd, 1848, for 400 acres in Salisbury, West-
morland County. On the Tth Apnl 1858,
another grant for 300 acres in Studholm, K.
C.: and a further grant on the 16'h April
1858, for 280 aecres amdjoining iand granied ey
to Robt, Shives, jn Studholm. One hundred cases of suicide-are official-

= All these lands were sold st auctionunder { Iy 1ezistered in New Y rk ad*Bicoklyn fox

frozen to death in the vicinity of Ha ifux
N. 8.

i the past !“i'




