g

-
\
o B

’

. The T

of ' Toronto,

WEDNESDAY MORNIN

womiiartive_argunston_tar_mor
than exists on this side of the

r'm‘ﬁavmnom&om‘.

4 D RN SR | have « st

an, Managing Di A
WORLD BUILDING, TORONTO,
NO, 40 WEST RICHMOND STREET.
; Oalls:
Maim 58308—Private Exchange connecting
departments, -
Office—40 South MoNsb
Hamilton,
Telephone 1946. :
Dally World—1¢ per copy, $3.00 per year,
delivered or by mall .
$2.50 per year,

Sunday World—bc. per copy,
by mail, |

WERDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 16,
[——— ———— ]

Why Wait Two Months More?

It i{s rumored from Ottawa thak con-
seription may Ve adopted after two
months. We turn with less impatience to
the Rusgsian statement that ‘“the situation
is painful Lut necessary. We appreciate
the extra fighting the allies must do,
but expect a changc in a fow weeks with
8 reorganized republic army.”

The Russians intend to do what they
can for their allice as soon as the evil
effects of the rule of the Stirmers and
other pro-Germans has been eradicated,
but the Cavedan Government, aware all
along of what is happening to their own
flesh and blood dn the great battles in
France, have refused for months to lft
a finger to supplement the msufficient
and depleted forces at the fromt, Day
after day the casualty lists come in, the
numbérs now coniiderably exceeding 18,
00, and these are the best men, the
flower of the mation, the men who went
becavse they were brave, and “homorable,
and eelf-sacrificing. 'There ure strong
a4 able men at home here without the
qualities which took thé best men away
first on their own impulse.” These able
end unwilling ones must be constrained
to their duty, end made to understand
thet the . privileges of citizenship in a
free and civilized nation have corres-
ponding obhgatiors, To live in comfort
and good cheer one must help, others to
do 0. The selfish eoul must leam to be
‘wiser. ;

Our government has fallen down and
cringed before the forces of selfishness,
Wiling to accept the voluntary sacrifice
of the best it hag heen too weak or too
umprincipled to exact the mecessary ser-
viee of others who<have net understood
their responsibilities. On one pretext or
another the step which all who knew the
eftvation: and Led a right to. speak as
authorities declared was inevitable and
' immediately necessdry has been post-

- poned for a year or more, and thé latest
rumor i that something may be done ia
two months. Two months more such
fighting as we have had will mean that
two of our divisions at the fromt shall
have been wiped out, and only then shall
the government begin to think of rein-
forcing them.

The men who have borme the burden
and heat of the day should have had
some rollef’ during the rigors of. the great
campa‘gn. But thera is no rest or relie?
possible for them, Our government is
careful of #ts own existence, alarmed by
fears of what the geifish and the weak,
who remain at home to vote, might do
if they wore agked to go abroad and fight
with their fellows. As far as vobtes go
there whould be no voting il
the war s over, and when the men
who eurvive return to tell their tals and
vote on their own eccount and that of
their fallen comrades, the government
may find that it would hiave been better
to support the brave and strong than to
consider the timorous and fearful

Democracy means equality of service
eccording to ability, and this is wihat is
meant by any fair measure of conscrip-
tion. - The selective draft, as it is callled
in the United States, takes those of

. gultadle age, healthy, without depend-
ents, and not occupled with an essen-
tial employment, The munition factor-
fes need not fear the selective draft, nor
the. farmers engaged in produc-
tive labor. The men who are
needed at - hLome remain there.
The men who are needed at the firont go
tivere in due course,

But why should there be a moment's
longer delay?

The Folly of Supply and Demand.

Wet ' feeling that the argument was
altogether satisfactory The Hamilton
Herald attacks our analogy and de-
clares that food prices are not a factor
with people in an open boat at sea with
limited supplies. People /n that situa-
tion, says The Herald, are put on ra-
tions, and the food is distfibuted, not
sold. Then it agrees with us.

“That is the proper system where
the food supply is too small for
ordinary needs and there is danger of
starvation.”

Yet ufter this admission The Herald
.angs on to the superstition about the
aws of supply and demand.. If demand
creates supply and supply follows de-
mand, then why in the ‘mame of com~
mon sense is there not sufficient supply
at present, and why is it that we know
that there won’t be sufficient supplies
for some years to come? The Herald is
mixing up, as many people do, the ques-
tion -of prices with that of supplies, and
prices {# another thing altogether. The
laws of supply and demand are knocked
higher than a kite in every war, in every
tamine, in every cataclysmic crieis that
overtakes the earth and its people. This
is what we need men to recognize and
governments to arrange for. b

“The people on the boat,”” continues
The Herald, ‘are put on rations. —That
is the proper system where the food
supply is too small for ordinary needs
and there iz danger of starvation.”

This is exactly the situation th ex-
ists, and if we were a prudent people,
and had a discreet government measures
would be taken to that end, Instead
of this we place our trust in the fetishes
of supply and demand. Not unfil these
graven images bring us to actual star-
vation are we likely to wake up to their
impotence.

““The German Government realized this
iong ago,” says The Herald, “and put
the whole population on rations.” And
then follows the confession which might
a8 well have been made at the begin-
ning, that if it were possible to put the
people on rations the successful enforce-
nent of such a system ‘‘would probably
result in a geéneral lowering of prices.”
This course would demand “a very strong
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a side dish to the 'joint.
tion is waking up to a sterner law than
that of supply and demand—the law of
self-preservation. 'The bakers formulat-
ed a demand for a food controller yes-
terday, and other groups of citizens are
getting together and talking ominously.
haps the government Iitself will
der this law of self-preservation as
worthy of attentiom. -

Not Afraid of Change in England.

There -have been half a dozen reor-
ganizations of the government in Great
Britain since the war broke out, and,
doubtless, if it continues, there will be
otherw. ' They are not bound to any hard
and fast political plan over there, for
they know that the existence of the em-
pire depends upon efficiency, and it must
be attained at all costs. So far, all the
changes have added to the effectiveness
of the administration. Any new proposals
will be considered on their merits.

The latest change affects the admir-
alty, and is of considerable, significance.
The admiralty has usually Been regarded
as sacred—something like thé Ottawa
government, which could not jmagine any
{miprovement upon itself, and, like the
laws of the Medes and Persjans, altereth
not. The British Admiralty, however, un-
like the Ottawa government, must deliver
the goods or get out of business.

The recent change is a radical one, and
involves the creation of a naval staff
such as has not previously existed. Ab-
sence of a staff resulted, it is asserted,
in the flasco at the Dardanelles, the ‘ex~
pedition to which was organized without
the preparation and co-ordipation which
a staff ensures.

Sir BEdward Carson, who is first lord
of the admiralty, stated that one result
would be to free the first sea lord, Ad-
miral Jellicoe, from administrative work,
so that he and the other heads of the
staff/ might concentrate attention on the
‘conduct of the war on the seas. Anpther
object was to strengthen the shipping,
building and production departments, on
lines similar to the army munitions or-
ganszation,

A good deal of criticism of admiralty
methods has been expressed in America,
where a more active policy than the
“watehful ; waiting ’ attitude of the navy
{s advocated. TUnited States naval au-
thorities are said to favor something of
the Nglsen tactics, with more boldness
and dash, and with the enemy headquar-
ters as objective.

The submarine attack is not being met
to the tisfaction of American eritics,
either. he Wichita Eagle, for example,
screaming from a safe inland eyrie, but
geeing farther, perhaps, than others less
loftily perched, thinks that it is rather a
bonehead policy which permits vessels to
arrive at all the ports of England, thus
providing a picnic for the submarines.
The Hagle points out that the plan which
has been so successful in the English
Channel ghowfd be adopted elsewhere, and
one port alone be designated for arriving
and departing vessels. / Then a sea lane
should be established from that port, and
that lane patrolled.

It might work, and then, again, it
might not. Remembering that this is just
the plan that the Germans proposed to
the United States and to Holland, there
arise doubts of its desirability. When
Holland tried it, the German submarines
gathered around and_sunk all the ships
in the lane, “by mistake.”

The submarine attack has not been
fully met, however, and that, no doubt,
is one reason for the change jn the naval
administrative methods. It is unfortunate
that im Canada, when we do not get re-
sults, we do not adopt the same remedy
of changing our methods and our men.

CHILD DROWNS IN DITCH.

Winnipeg, Man,, May 15.—Two-year-
old Emile Sourisseau, whose parents
live in Norwood, was drowned last
night in a ditch which contained two
feet of water,

Lyty Tournaski, aged seven, died
last night three hours after receiving
burns from a blazing rubbish heap.
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The Canadian Press and Publ'ic Owner-
ship of Our Railways

On Monday, May 7th, also on Mon-
day, May 14th, The World published
several columns of the Canadian
newspaper opinion on the report of
the royal commission appainted to
deal with Canada's railway problems.
A lot of them are in favor of the
state taking over the rallways and a
number are_against it; and perhaps
the easiest way of letting our readers
know what the press think is by first
naming ithe different interests that are

concerned in the issue.
. "

Briefly the main interests concerned
are the railways themselves. First of
all the Grand Trunk whose manage-
ment at Montreal is against the gov-
ernment taking over that line. They
*wish to be relieved from their liabili-
ty; the money they have put out in
connection with the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific returned to them; a further
measure of public assistance given
td them in order to put the old Grand
Trunk on, a better footing,

Then, there are the Canadian North-
ern’s views which are against the
recommendation f the report that
they be consolidated with the Grand
Trunk, Intercolonial and Transconti-
nental. Between $50,000,000 and $100,-
000,000 is required to put the Cana-
dian Northern in shape and its man-
agement think the country ought to
give them this money.

Then tthere is the view of the Cana-
dian Pacific, which is very much against
the consolidation of these lines into a
national system. This great company
fears all the other roads being co-
ordinated and consolidated and their
unnecessary lines closed up or moved
into some other quarter, and is very
much against a great continental sys-
tem owned by the people, running into
all the important cities and towns of
Canada, ‘and being made especially
strong in the euywuon of
the \gld Grand Trunk with alkits val-
uable terminals and also the inclusion
in, the west of the Canadian Northern
with its splendid prairie lines. The
Canadian Pacific for years and years
has been trying to get the Grand
Trunk and the Canadian Northern into
its maw.” And most of all it is afraid
of these lines falling into the hands
of the state.

And then there is the general opinion
of the Conservative party and its
newspapers and the opinion -of the
Liberal party and its newspapers.
And there is also the opinion of those
who believe in public ownership and
those who are against public owner-
ship on principle.

In other words, there are three
great rallways who each look at the
question from its own point of view;
there are the two political parties who
must look at it more or less from the
party point view: there are
those who believe in, public owner-
ship and those who are opposed to
it; lastly there are the ordinary citi+
zens of the country who have to pay
the shot and if they have to pay the
shot want to know if they are getting

value for their money.
¢ = =

Now, The World has already pub-
lished quite a number of opinfons
from the Canadian newspapers; has
been, reading a lot more and is print-
ing more this morning, and what we
wish to say this morning will divide
itself largely on the different interests
and opinions as above set out.

. & &
Beginning with the City of Toronto,
{it can be eaid that of the six papers
iall of them are more or less in faver
{of public ownership. The Star, The
Telegram and The World are all for

‘public ownership oh the general prin-

ciple; The Mail ptoba‘blytbecauce it
thinks it is good for the Conservative
party, which would benefit. politically
by adopting this principle. The News
also thinks the same way. As for The
Globe, it professes to be very much
in favor of public ownership, but
regrets that the proposition as . put
forward by the commission is limi-
ted, that it is not wide enough to in-
clude the Canadian Pacific, and tells
the people that the widest possible
ownership will be the best; and it may
end in saying that if they cannot get
it in the widest sense they do not
want it at all. A few days will tell.
£ -

L ¥

And then if we go tp Ottawa, the
capital of, the ecountry,;we. find The
Journal-Press papers, both ' morning
and eveping, for public ownership of
the railways, and The Citizen, an in-
dependent paper,. also in favor of
public ownership, The Citizen = abso-
lutely on the merits of the question,
and the Journal-Press papers on the
merits of the proposition and largely
from the point of view of the welfare
of the Conservative party.

. * »

But when you come to Montreal
things change. Nobody knows yet
where The Montreal Star is; and The
Montreal Herald, which is Liberal and
controlled by The Star and its editor,
Hon. George Graham, has not yet
made up its mind; and Hon. Charles
Marcil, who writes a weekly letter for
it on Canadian politics, contents him-
self with saying that it is a very big
question and will have to be very
carefully considered, But The Mon-
treal Gazette 18 against public owner-
ship straight and always has been,
and it 1is against public ownership
because it does not believe in it; most
of all because the Canadian Pacific
does nof believe in it and because the
management of the old Grand Trunk
is against public ownership.

And yet The Gazette on Monday
began to swing a little around ' and
conceded that in all probability there
ought to be some public ownership be-
cause of the overbuilding of transcon-
tinental rallways; but if there was
to be public ownership it should be
of the mildest possible kind—just to
make a transcontinental system out of
the Intercolonial, the National Trans-
continental and Grand Trunk Pacific!
But of all things there should not be
any big line in the east, meaning the
old Grand Trunk; or any big line in
the prairies, meaning the Canadian
Northeérn. In- other words, the Jeast
public ownership was. the best, In
other words, The Gazette wanted pub-
lic ownership to be strictly limited, to
be a mere shoestring across the con-
tinent and have no feeders, and there-
fore to be kept in a condition that it
would be a failure and a horrible ex-
ample for all time hereafter! ° Of
course this is what the old Grand
Trunk would like to see happen, and
Lord Shaughnessy would also lke to
see it come out this way.

L

But when you bexi;x t:) g0 west, and get
to Winnipeg, things change again. The
leading paper there is supposed to be The
Winnipeg Free Press, more or less identi-
fied in its old days with Sir Clifford Sif-
ton, and, we rather think, he is not favor-
able to public ownership. It is Liberal

The Free Press, which {s well handled
by its editors, and whose opinion we
quoted on Monday of this week, is very
doubtful of public ownership on a,large
scale. It thinks that public ownership at
best will be a repetition of the Inter-
colonial, and it thinks the Intercolonlal
rather a horrible example, inasmuch as
politics have bedeviled it in many direc-
tions. The Free Press, therefore, is very
uncertain, and will hold back and be in-

dependent for 4 while, but eventually, The

1 the last ten years.

World thinks, it will declare against pub-
He owtiership, It cannot trust the people
to own their own rajlways, altho they
have pald for them! .

But, if The Free Press is in doubt, The
Winnipeg Tribune (Liberal) §s very much
in favor of public ownership, is very much
against the administration of the Cana-
dian Northern, and very much against the
mistakes that the Liberal chiefs, headed
by Sir Wilfrid Laurier, made in connec-
tion with the’ Transcontinental and the
Grand Trunk Paeific. It thinks the Lib-
eral party made a holy show of itself in
the way it handled the Ilways and over-
built them and lavishly wvoted public
money for roads the state fajled to own.
And The Tribune is headed by Mr. R. L.
Richardson, who is full of progressive
ideas and-the spirit of the west, and who
for a ‘long time was identified with the
Liberal party.

And, then, there is The Winnipeg Tele-
gram, which, as a Conservative paper, is
largely : identiffed with Hon. Robert
Rogers, and may be more or less today;
and it is now in fayor of public owner-
ship, aitho it thinks that the Mackenzie
and Mann combination are entitled to
some kind of compensation for their sixty
per cent. of the controlling stock of that
railway; and thinks, too, that the owners
of  the debenture stock of the Grand
Trunk are also entitled to some kind of
recognitjon.

And then we come to the weekly press,
most of all to The Grain Growers’ de,
published {n Winnipeg, which has quffte a
lot of friendship for public ownership, but
goes out of its way to show that the
Canadian Northern and the Grand Trunk
are very lean hogs, while the Canadian
Pacific 1s a great, big, overfed hog; and
it is, therefore, surprised that the pub-
lic are asked to take the two lean hogs
over and leave the Canadian Pacific out.
The Grain Growers’ Guide The World
g,kes to be somewhat friendly to the

anadian Pacific
the point of vie\Jngfretf::'e?:::?:r:.l?ég
the grafn trade, in which some of the
grain growers are largely interested
rather than the concern it has for the
welfare of the prairie grain grower him-

self; because the grain growers
west, in their big conventions, M

willing to wajt a while

said later on. But the chiéf pu

of the west, taken from the press and
taken from the declaration of the Grain
Growers' Association, is largely in favor
of public ownership. We guote from The
Guide today, and will quote more later on.

s % »

Of course, a great deal will depend
the announcement made by the Bo
government within the next” few days.
The best opinion that The World ¢
form is that Sir Robert Borden and MNis
colleagues will be in favor of adopting
the report of Messrs. Drayton and ‘Ac-
worth. The World hardly sees h they
can do anything else, when they declared
for public ownership as against the Lib-
erals and their Transcontinental road and
the Grand- Trunk Pacific, and because
they are all now more or less defenders
of public ownership, as developed by Sir
Adam Beck and his friends in Ontario, in
connection with the hydro-electric, and
latterly with the public-owned radials in
this province, in connection with hydro-
electric.

TR

. As for the Liberals, Sir Wilfrid Laurier
will play a waiting game -until hie hears
what the government intends to do. But
newspapers that support him, like The
London Advertiser, have no use for pub-
lic ownership, tho quite 2 number of the
Liberal papers in the west, and some here

ownership, if conscientiously applied to
the railway question,
. *

As for “the financial press’’ they are
all against public ownership. The Fi-
nancial Times of Montreal, The Finan-
cial Post of Toronto, The Winnipeg Sat-
urday Post, all have ‘“the horrors” at
the idea. Saturday Night of Toronto is
the only one fﬂendl{. The Monetary
Times kills the 4idea- by asking for un-
limited time to think it over. And yet
it devoted three different weeks to a

there are lots of good trade papers that
favor it, notabl Industrial Slunuh..
which believes t public-own rail-
ways are the only possible cure of the
awfuyl situation that has come to the
coun' from the promiscuous showering
of public money and lands on private-
owned railway enterprises.

THE GLOBE WANTS THE WHOLE
HOG.
Toronto Globe, May 15: It is evident,

continental rallroad, or the Grand Trunk

recover its former position as an inde-
pendent eastern sysiem, uniess the
ple of Canada are disposed to continue

in Ontarjo, are genuine believers in public|

full exposition of the whole issue. But |

therefore, that the Canadian Northemn |
cannot retain its jdentity as 2 trans- |

pany-owned . 8

pmble:n will  be wdiscussed in future

articles. : . V

HON. ROBERT ROG

WANTS THE TWO ROA
GET SOMETHING.

‘Winni Telegram, May 12: Unaer
these c‘l”mm‘ nces the commissioners
recommend that the Canadian Northern

meaning Messrs.
be “permitted to
portion o $60
shares which they now hold. ;

It is for the people of Canada to con-
slder whether this is a fair pro tion.
If it does full justice to the sharéh '
should they be given any more g
unless they are, they may complain ®0
loudly as to cause misunderstanding in
the London money market?

e ‘3‘#’1‘& 'g‘mnkm, the

,000,000 in n ng | ‘

tho it has really earned 0

.
PAPER
$ TO

retain

up ous appearsa
which has enabled it to inve y
in the Grand Trunk ific., This invest-
ment it now clai to be entitled to re-
ceive back. If '&Ilzebam’wnt is rert‘utm;ly,
the compeny e in comg:

good shape and possibly might able to
finance itself over its existing difficul-

ties.
The comimissioners, however, say that
not only has the 'l‘runﬁ no

or moral claim to this

at least $51,000,000 must be

receive annually but sub-
P ie1 percentage of $3,800,000,” which
the average dividepd payment for

In this case aleo, the for the

D he T lt? cll f:i"ol‘-.no? tl(;
on r -

s “‘Euf'”"“ honestly entitled to

et Y %
THE GRAIN ' GROWERS AS EX-
PRESSED BY THEIR ORGAN.

Grain Growers’ Guide, Winnipeg, May 9.
—The majority report (Drayton and
worth) . . . recommends nationalization.
despite the fact that they do not think
nationalization is a thing for the
country. They point out that nationaliza-
tion of these poverty-stricken roads Jg
N.R. and G.T.P.] will link them u

the Intercolonial and the National Trans.

continental, which are alread

all
the $60,000,000 of
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for the price of one. Made of

(which is really pulp hardened
and baked by a special pro-
cess). It cannot splinter or
fall apart. Won't hurt your
. fingers or tear your clothes,
Double value for your money
—almost life lasting. Don’t do

another washing until you get
one, 3
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CANNED THINKING ON T
WAY QU!STION.“! s

nggpiegna{ihme (Ind. Liberal),

8 surprised to find that su

partisan Grit sheete as The London

veriizer should be unablé to grdsp

is involved in the raflway problem.

is, therefore, not surprised that it

in face of all the calamitous exa:%'

of Canade, condemn the majority

m ruilllx:my inquiry comm

the

of Mr., A. Hm it

lway..

Nor is one very
The To C{‘l‘«tx)‘l’.vem‘w‘l

tionalizing plan.
!'aciﬂ% should dhave been n
e scheme. and cannot see why "
out, ‘'or how the new - ,

tem will be able

<5 AR R E
We pred hat The Giobe will
convinced mt 1t would “desirable
for the government at ﬂ'mt T

and surprise do ‘we
erance of bur scholal

y 89 .
ent-own and will make a lm.é'g:- eupbemi
te Aoty g nadian Pa-

even than the Ca
cific, and which should shortly be fi-
nancially ul. They
that a lot of duplication could be elimin-
ated with considerable economy to the
2 They would have the
new government system in .charge of
three permanent, compefent raflway ex-
perts, free from political interference. .
ile all the arguments by
tHese two commissioners in favor: of.
tionalizing everything except the
seem sound, these ents are

tem greater

P.F
as strong in favor of taking Seer the Q| ze

P.R. at the same time, The C.N.R. and
G.T.P. are short of money, short of rolling

also figure| Q!

be safeguarded

tion by politicians and
Cana

cannot afford an
fandehy

stook, short of equipment, short of man- ent

agement and short of success, while the
C.P.R. is long on all of these es

To take over these poor roads wil
just as much responsibilty and effort and
graft as to take over the C.P.R. also.
The C.P.R. is one of the finest mallway
systems under the sun. It is well fi-

nanced, well operated and gm a good
profits to its

service with enormous

shareholders, totaling last year $49,000,000,
The loss on all the other railways was
only $20,000,000. If all the railways of
Canada were nationalized, therefors, and
operated with the same oiﬂc&ency as In
the past,.there would be a profit from
the outset. The present’ management of
the C.P.R. is quite capable of ma ng
a national system, which would include
all the reilways., If the ple of Can-
ada are to become proprietors of the two
lean railways there is all the more rea-
son why they should take over the fat
one at the same time. L

entall misslo

e, 2

stretched from oceam to oceam for -

rast 20 years Canada would have

a very different fimancial

thet whizh it now makes, It Is
colontal

profitable rattwey for
ever been built Canada. o
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