
IS THE niUTISH EMPIRE THE

Dutch shippiiiK '""l ^ legitiiiiute point d'appui in tho

very ccntri' of fho EnKli^h colniiiui Hynli'm. It Iihh

further l)oi>ii |M»iiit(M| out that the Dutch wcru inakhig

uttuckH upou EugliMh fortH in VVt>Mt Africa ; ho that

the niom(>nt wan not one of complete jK'ace. Still,

whatever cxcuhch nuvy bt» offereil, tho trauHaction waH

not one of which Englishnien have reaHon to Ik^ proud
;

EugliMh diplomatic action at the Hague can Ix'Ht be

dcKcrilM'*! by Haying that it rcHcnibld German diplo-

matic action at BruHHcU lH>fore the violation of Belgian

neutrality. In theory, EngliHh Htatenmen had alwayn

maintained that the Dutch were trespaHHerw in a part

of North America included in the Englinh claim ; and

HO when the Dutch protented against the capture of

New Nctherland by force, the EngliHh andiannador

arrogantly replied that 'the king did not look upon

hiniHcIf an obliged to give any account of what he did

in relation thereunto . , . no more than ho Mhould think

hiniHclf obliged ... to have their consent in cane he

Hhould think fit to proceed agaiiwt the Dutch that live

in the Fens in Englan<l '. But, whatever were tho

faultH of the original proceedings, there can be no doubt

aH to the wiwdom of English action afterwards. Tho

conditions granted u^ m\ the surrender have been

termed ' the most favourable ever granted by a con-

queror '. The new English governor t)rganized tho

government with an almost imjK'rceptible interruption

of the i)ast state of afTaits. The day after the surrender

the local municipal btHlics assembled ami transacted

business as though nothing luul occurred. Mo.st v>f the

Dutch inhabitants came forward and took the oath of

allegiance to thiur new sovereign, continuing almost

undisturbed in their daily pursuits. The rule of tho


