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four fcrt (locp. It oi't.Mi roaches ii lioij,']it of nine or ten feet and
^M-()\vs ill a thick mass; th(! leaves are h»n,ir, ilat. aii<" hiiiceolate

;

tlie paiiich! is |)yraiiii.lal ii< form
; the lower hranches are spread-

iiifj;an(lstamiiuite; the upper hranches erect and pistillate. This
unusual arran<,'emeiit necessitates a reversal of the common
method of fertilization. In wild rice the small grains of pollen
are lighter than the surrounding atmosphere. So, on leaving the
anther, instead of falling, as in most plants, they rise to come in
contact with the stigmas and jjroduce fertilization.'' This va-
riety of grass is exceedingly prolific. While found in many of
the lakes and streams of northern Wisconsin, it does not grow in
all of those which seem fitted for it. [t can he sown in %-oper
j)laces with good results. It is an annual, the plant from the
seed dropped in the fall coming ui) through the water in early
•luneand at once putting forth its llower-stalk. It flowers ni
July and early .\ugust and reaches maturity in Se[)teml)er. The
seed is longer than that of common rice and is of a dark slate
(H)lor. This plant is tlie./oZ/c.v aroincs of the early French writers.
Its harvest marked an important time in the Indian's year and
preceded the great annual autumnal hunt. With the ancient
village sites and the hest hunting grounds, the rice fields were
esteemed the most valuahle tribal property and were vigorouslv
defended. '

At the i)resent day wild rice is an important item in the diet
of the Ojibwa Indians of Wisconsin. The fields on Kakagon
river, several miles from their village, are annually visited^for
the harvest. In the Ojihwa. tongue August is .Manomiiiik(>gisiss,
the "rice-making moon." About the first of this month "these
Indians prepare large (juantities of cedar-bark rope or twine,
using the inner bark torn into long, narrow strips, which are
then tied together. This twine is rolled into a large ball for con-
venience in handling. Toward the mid.lle of August, when the
rice is ill the milk, they visit the rice fields in their canoes. Two
women usually work together. One paddles or pushes the canoe

;

the other sits or kneels, with her roll of cedar twine behind her^
the end passing forward through a ring on her shoulder. This
woman gathers as many rice-stalks as she can conveniently
reach and fastens them together in a sheaf by passing her twine

•''C. L. Flint. Gi-ininex niid Fnmt/r PItmtx, p. 80.
* \V. \V. Warren. Ulxtunj nj'lhc Ojihw(n/s, p. 222.


