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covered. I had, indeed, possessed considerable ad-

vantages. Several old officers of great intelligence

belonged to the regiment when I joined it. One of

these had not been a week absent from the day he en-

tered in the year 1755. His wife, who was a widow

when he married her, had joined the regiment with

her first husband in the year 1744, and had been

equally close in her attendance, except in cases where

the presence of females was not allowed. She had

a clear recollection of much that she had seen and

heard, and related stories and anecdotes with the

animated and distinct rooitotlon of the Highland

senachies. Another officer, of great judgment,

and of a most accurate and retentive memory,

had joined the regiment in the year 176O, and a

third in I769. I had also the advantage of being

acquainted with several Highland gentlemen who

had served as private soldiers in the regiment when

first organized. The information I received from

these different sources, together with that which I

otherwise acquired, led me on almost insensibly,

till the narrative had extended to such length, that

I had some difficulty in compressing the materials

into their present size. It then struck me that I

could, without much difficulty, give similar details

of the service of other Highland regiments. In

the course of this second investigation, I met with

much of the same character and principles in them all.

The coincidence was indeed striking, and proved that

this similarity of conduct and character must have

had some common origin, to discover the nature

of which appeared an object worthy of inquiry.

The closest investigation only confirmed the opinion


