
w
'•''3

'.TV

•^''

-• •

PREFACE.

The following work has been undertaken principally from

the combined force of the following reasons—first, that such a

work was due to the subject of it, and secondly, there appeared

to the author no likelihood of its being attempted by another,

to which he may add that the time for doing justice to the sub-

ject was rapidly passing, and would soon be gone for ever.

From the apostolic labours and sufferings of the deceased, the

loveliness of his Christian character, and the universal esteem

in which he was held, not only in Nova Scotia, but wherever

the tale of his early privations and his arduous toils was told,

together with the many marked dealings of Providence with

him throughout his career, it was universally felt at the time

of his decease, that such a memoir was called for ; and when it

waB known that he had left an autobiography, detailing the

most important events in his life, public expectation was ex-

cited. This autobiography was placed in the hands of the late

Dr. MacCulloch, who from his long and intimate friendship for

the deceased, as well as his emin^it literary gifts, was so well

qualified to do justice to the subject. The number of his

engagements prevented him from fulfilling a duty, which would

have been as grateful to his own mind, as we might have ex-

pected it to have been worthy of the deceased. Time has since

passed, and there seems no other person likely to do the work,

and the author has felt that it were better that he should do it,

however imperfectly, than that it should not be done at all.
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