
THE

\BACKWOODS FARM.
(Contimted,)

rPHE present scarcity of pine timber is not so

*• much owing to the amount that lias been

converted into lumber as to the destruction

caused by fire. In Nova Scotia, as in New
Brunswick, fire has been the ruin of the lumber-

ing interest, and the amount of damage done by

the devouring element is incalculable. A prairie

j

on fire is a sublime sight, but the blaze is that of

a farthing rushlight in comparison with one of

[these forest conflagrations. Perhaps the greatest

fire on record is that which devastated the Mira-

|michi woods in the year 1825. The summer of

that year had been unusually dry ; but although

fires had broken out in different parts of the vast

I

forest, stretching away northwards to the Cana-

dian line, and westwards io the American

boundary, little danger was apprehended by the

I

inhabitants of the devoted district. The morn-

ing of the 7th of October broke with portentous

calmness. Not a breath of wind was there to
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