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The Pine Marten, or forest weasel, is so called, be-

cause of its preference to forests of pine, in the lofty

tops of which it resides. It lives upon small quadru-

peds and birds, obtained in the forest, and seldom

approaches the habitation of man. It sometimes

lives in the hollow of a tree, and not unfrequently

takes forcible possession of a squirrel's nest, which it

enlarges and occupies to rear its young. The fur of

the marten is often used in the manufacture of hats,

and in ornamenting winter dresses. The animal is

about eighteen inches in length to the tail, the latter

appendage being about ten inches long. The male

is nearly one-third larger than the female. Trappers

have often found the taking of the marten profitable.

The Wolverine, which annoys the hunter by steal-

ing game from his traps, resembles the skunk some-

what in appearance. It is about two feet two inches

long from the end of the nose to the origin of the tail,

and the latter, which is quite bushy, is some eight

inches long to the end of the hair. The animal is

very strong for its, size, having very sharp claws and

teeth. It is covered with fur, but not of fine quality.

It is said to be able to defend itself against the at-

tacks of much lai^er animalr^ not unfrequently OTer>

powering and destroying them.
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