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INTRODUCTION;
their fclves, in refpe^t to us at lead, they are but

fitnple individuals.

Were they moi-e,yet, in this country, themeafures

even of Government are open to the examination of

every fubje<n:. The right of cenfuring what they dif-

approve, the partifans of America have exercifed,

and ftill exercife, without fcruple and without fhame.

They will not furely deny to me thp right of defend-

ing what I approve. Here at leaft they will not be

backward in acknowledging, that it is no mean advan~

tage, which we dfHve from the happy form of our Con-

flitution, that private individuals are competent to thofe

tafks, which, under more jealous governments, can

be executed only by officers commilHoned for the pur-

pofe. Here at leaft they will allow that an infult

oftered to every man may be repelled by any man '.

And
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America
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Total de-
' ' ^'y ^""^ ^^^y ^" acknowledge this* Not fo !n that unhappy

{fruAionof country, over which thefe aflerfors of liberty have alTumed jurifdiflion.

Iti^'i!*",'^"^
/f««, fo much as to think of doing any thing to impair the liberty of the

prefs, is reprefented asthemoft atrociout tyranny. There, this liberty,

has been utterly deftroyed. And when was it deftroyed? Did thefe

' men wait till they were already under the irritation of long continued

. and reciprocal hoftilities ? No. It was at a time of pretended Offering

f

and pretended ^|]/i«»(f. It was one of the firft />rfW<rr to the executioii

of their defign.

effefted at So fore were they, fo confcioui, from the very beginning, of their guilty

the begin- that in the midft of a peopie, groaning, as they would have it believed,

cvateft.
" under the prefliire of injuries, then adually inflifting on them by the

hands of unrelenting tyrants ; they dar d not leave the people at large

to exprefs their real feelings ; they dared not leave the channelt of con-

viftion open. To their own party alone was referved the privilege of

exprcffing their fentimentSr To them only the prefs was open. To their

• • * opponents 5 to thofe whom they hut fuffeffed of oppofition, it was ir-

revocably fliut. Whatever could be faid to blacken the defigns, mif-ftate

the words, mifreprefent the aftions, of the latter, was received with

cagernels.
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