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went on (horc, accompanied by Mr. Banks and Dr.

Solandcr, in order to fcarch for a watcrinf^ place, and

difcourfc with the Indians. Thcfc gentlemen had not

proceeded above one hundred yards before the captain,

.T,nd two of the Indians that had featcd themfelves, rofe

up, and threw away the fmall fticks which they held

in their hands, as a token of amity. They afterwards

returned to their comjwnions, who iiad remained at

(omc diftancc behind them and made figns to their

truclU to advance. whon\ they received in a friendly

though uncouth mariner. In return for their civility,

fome ribbands and beads were diflributed among them.

Thus a fort of mutual confidence was cftablilhed, and

the reft of the Knglifli joined the party, the Indians

converliii^ with them in their way.in an amicable man-

ner. Capt. Cook and his friends took tiircc of them

to the (liip, drtlTed them in jackets, and gave them

bread and other provi(ions^ part of which they carried

on fliore with them; but thev refufed to di-ink rum or

brandy, making ligns that it burned their throats, as

their proper drink was water. One of thefe people

made feveral long and loud fpecches, but no part ol

them was intelliglbie to any Of us; Another dole the

covering of a globe, which he concealed under his

garmenr that was made of Ikin. After having re-

mained on board about two hours, they returned on

ilinre, Mr. lianks accompanying them. He conduded

them to iluircomp.mlons, who feeined no way curious

to kno.v what their friends hat! feen, and the latter

were as little difpottd to relate as the former were to

fiiquirc. None of thefe people exceeded five feet ten

incl'.es in height, but their bodies appeared large and

robuft, though their limbs were fmall. They had broad

Hat faces, \\\y,\\ cheeks, nofcs inclining to Hatnefs, wide

nolhils, fmall black evf.i, large mouths, fmall. but m-

diflirent tcnh, and ftraight black hair, falling down

over their ears and foreheads, the latter being generally

lincarcd with brown and red paints, r.nd like all the

original natives of Amcrira, they w ere heardlefs. 1 heir

garments were the fkins of feai> and guanicoesj which

tiicy wruppcd round their fl.oulders. The ii.cn likc-

wifc wore on their heads, a bunch of yarn which tell

over their foreheads, and w-as tied behind with the

lincws or tendons of fome animals. Many of both

texcs were painted on different parts of their bodies

with red, white, and brown colours, and had alio three

or four pcrpenilicuLir lines pricked acrofs their cheeks,

.md nofes. The women had a fmall llring tied round

i^th ancle, and each wore a flap of Ikin lalUned

round the middle. I'hey carried their children upon

their backs, and were generally employed m domcllic

laboiir and drudgery.

Mr. Banks and Dr. Solandcr, attended by their fer-

vanis, fet out from the fliip on the i6th, with a dcligii

ot' going into the country as far as they could that

day, and returning in the cver.ing. Having entered

a wood, they afccnded a hill through a paihlels wilder-

ncfs till the afternoon. After they had reached what

they took for a plain, they were greatly diiappointed

to find it a fwamp. covered with birch, the bulhes in-

rerwoveii and (i) inflexible tha; ;;-,(y coi.iti not be di-

vided: however, as they wen' not above tiiree feet

high, they lleppcil over them, but were up to the an-

cles in boggy ground. The ri-'niing had been very

line, but now the weather became cold and dilagrec-

able; the blafts of wind were very piercing, and the

fnow fell thick ; nevcrthclcfs thev nurfued their loute

in hope of finding a better road. Before they had got

over this fuainp, an accident happened that greatly

difconccrtcd them: Mr. Buchan, oncof the draughtf-

men, whom Mr. Banks had taken with him, tell into a

lit. It was ablolurelv nereiiaiv to Hop .md kindle a

fire, and fuch as were moil tatip;ued remained to affift

him; but Mr. Bankv, Dr. S<>lander, and Mr. Monk-
houfe proceeded, ai\d atiained the f'pot they had in

\icw, where they loimd a great \ai iety ol plants that

gratified their curl<ifity and r; paid their toil. ()n a-
lurningto the comi^any aniidll the Ihow which now
fell in great abundaiue, rluy lomul Mr. Buchan nimh
recovered. They h.td p;vviouil\ Cent Mr. Monkhoi'fe

and Mr. Green back to him and thofe that remained
with him, in order to bring them to a hill which was
conjedured to lie in a better track for returning to

the wood, and which was accordingly fixed on as a

place of rendezvous. They refolved from this hill to

pafs through the fwamp. which this way did not appear
to be more than half a mile in extent, into the covert

of the wood, in which they propofed building a hut,

and kindling a fire, to defend themfelves from the

fevcrity of the weather. Accordingly, the w hole party

met at the place appointed, about eight in the evening,

whilfl it was ftill day-light^ and proceeded towards the

next valley.

Dr. Solandcr, having often palTed over mountains in

cold countries, was fcnfible, that extreme cold when
joined with fatigue, occafions a drow'fincfs that is not

eafily refilled) he therefore Intreated his friends to

keep in motion, however difagrecablc it might be to

them. His words were—Whoever fits down will fleep,

atul whoever fleep$ will wake no more.—Every one
feemed accordingly artned with refolution ; but, on a

fuddcn, the cold became fo very intenfe as to threaten

the moil c'readful effccis. It was now very remarkable,

that the Dodor himfclf, who had fo forcibly admo-
nirticd and alarmed his party, was the firft that infifted

to be fiilfcred to repofe. In fpitc of the inoft camcft
intreaties of his iriends, he lay down amidft the fnow,

a'ld ir was with diHiculty that they kcj-'t him awake.
O.icof the black fcrvants alfo became weak and faint,

and was on the point of following this b.td example.

Mr. Buchan was therefore detached with a party to

make a lire at the firft commodious fpot they could

find. Mr. Banks and four more remained with the

doctor and Richmond the black, who with the utnioft

dittieulty were perfuaded to come on ; and when they

had traverfed the greateft part of the f^wamj), they ex-

prefled their inabUity of going any farther. When
the black was told that if he remained there he would
foon be frozen to dcdth, his reply was. That he was fo

much cxhaufted with fatigue, that death would be a

relief to him. Doctor Solandcr faid he was not un-
willing to go, but that he muft firft take fome fleep.

fiill pcrfifting in afling contrary to the opinion which
he himfclf had delivered to the company. Thus re-

folved. they both fat down, fupported bv fiime bufhes.

and in a lliorttime lell alleep. Intelligence now came
from the advanced party, that a fire was kindled about

a quarter of a mile farther on the w ay. Mr. Banks
then awakened the doctor who had already almoll loft

the ufe of his limbs, though it was but a few minutes

iincc he fat down; neverthelefs, he confented to go
on, but every n\eafurc taken to relieve the black proved
ineffectual. He remained motionlcfs, and they were
obliged to leave him to the care of a failor, and the

other black fervant. who appeared to be the Icaft hurt

by the cold, and they were to be relieved as loon a^

two others were futhciently warmed, to fill their places.

The doctor, with much dilliculty, was got to the fire;

and as to thofe who were fent to relieve the companions
of Richmond, they returned without having been able

to find them. What rendered the mortification ftill

greater was, that a bottle of rum (the w hole ftock of
the party) could not be found, and was judged to have
been left w ith one of the three that were miffing.

A fall of fnow continuing for near two hours, there

now remained no hopes of feeing the three abfent per-
Ibns again. At tw clvc o'clock, how ever, a great fhout-

ing was heard at a diftancc, which gave inexprcfliblc

fatisfattion to every one prcfent. Mr. Banks and four

others went forward and met the failor, who had juft

ftrength enough left to walk. He was immediately fent

to the fire, and they proceeded to feek for the other

two. They found Richmond upon his legs, but in-

capable of moving them ; the other black was lying

fenfelcfs upon tlic ground. All endeavours to bring
them to the fire were fruitlefs ; nor was it pofilblc to

kindle one upon the fpot. on account of the fnow that

had fallen, and was falling ; fo that there remained no
alternative, and they were compelled to leave the two
unfortunate negroes to their fate, afj^r they had made

thcntx


