
THE LIFE OF CAPTIAN COOK. V

omitted that could tend to facilitate thecnterpnze, two

/hips were provided; the Refolution, under the com-

mand of Captain Cook; the other, the Adventure,

commanded hy Captain Furneaux. Both of them

failed from Deptford on the 9th of April, 1772, and ar-

rived at the Cape of (iood Hope on the 30th of 061.

They departed from thence on the 2 2d of November,

and from that time, until the 17th of January, 1773,
continued endeavouring todifcoverthe continent, when
they were obliged to rclinquifti the defign. They then

proceeded into the South Seas, and made many other

-difcoveries, and returned to England on the 14th of

July : having, during three years and eighteen daysj

lofl but one man by ficknefs; although he had navigated

throughout all the climates from fifty-two degrees

north, to feventy-one degrees Ibuth, with a company
of an hundred and eighteen men.
The want of fuccefs which attended Captain Cook's

attempt to difcover a Southern Continent, did not dif-

courage another plan being refolved on, which had
been recommended fome time before. This was ho
other than the finding out a North-wefl paffage, which
the fancy of fome chimerical projectors had conceived

to be a prcdticable fcheme. His intrepid fpirit, and
inquifitive mind, induced him again to offer his fervices,

and they were accepted without hefitation. He pre-

pared for his departure with th« utmofl alacrity, and
failed in the qaonth of July, .1776.

A few months after his departure from England,
notwithflanding he was then abfent, the Royal Society

voted him Sir Godfrey Copley's gold medal, as a re-

ward for the account which he had tranfmitted to that
Body, of the method taken to preferve the health of
the crew of his /hips.

Captain Cook was a married man, and left feveral

children behind him. On each of theie His Maj^fty
has fettled a penflon of 25I. per annum, and 200I. per
annum on his widow.
The particulars of this laft voyage, together with

an account of his death, will be found amply defcribed
in the fgJlowing page?.

A3


