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United Staiea," the haa conilantly rafuacd lo divide

tiie territory at the 49th parnllel af latitude, the

'boundary between her and ua from the Like of the

Wooda to the Rocky mountaina—a line which
would havR kevered the coaat, and the country in

immediate rnntiguity with it, into two parta ao near-

ly equal as lo leave her no reaRonable ground, even on
the aeore of an equitable Uivision, for the rontinuanre

of a conlroveray. Her denire forterrilorjal exten-

aion in thia quarter ia for the purpoteof ratabliah-

ing her colonial dominion over diatricta nf country

bordaringion ua and confining our aettlempnis with-

in narrower limila. Our r.onteat for territorial rigliti,

which we conaider indiapuiablo, haa no ohjeci but

to enable our citicena to extend themaelvca lo our
nalttral boundary—the 'Pacific. Her intereat ia re-

note and contingent. Oura ia direct and certain.

Her'a ia the intereat of a ata'e in a diatant country

which ahe wiahea to colonixe. Our'a ii the intereat

of a country in ita own proftar territory and letlle-

manta. She ia not content with aubjccting to her

way tha fertile and opulent regiona of the ESiat; but

•ha comea nowUhouaanda of milea acroea the ocean

to diapute with ua the dominion of the uninhabited

wilderneaa, and curtail the area for our expanaion.

With the least diapoaiiion on her part to liaten to the

Uggeationa of reaaon and juatice, thia queation

would long ago have been aettted on the fair and
honorable terma of eompromiae—nay, air, on the

termaof conceaaion, which wr have more than once
propoaed.

I am sure that in the course of our government in

relation to Great Britain, in our negot'ationa, and in

the treatiea which have been formed between us,

DO evidence will be found of a deaire on cm part to

encroach on her righia, or toadjuatnny of (he quea
tiona which have a riaen between uson nther icrmr

than thoHc of jiiaiice and liberality. The settlement of

the northeastern boundary—onr. of the moat delicate

and difficult tliat has ever arisen between (is—afTdnla

a striking evidence ofour desire to mainRiin with her

the moat f.iendly underaianding. Wc ceded to her

a portion of territory which ahe deemed of vital im
portanceas n meona nfmiliiarv communication be-

tween the Canadaa a>id her Atiiintic provinces, and
which will five her a great advantage in a contest

with ua. The meaanre was Huwtnined by thecnn
•tituted authoritiea of the country, and I have no
deaire or intention to call ita wisdom in queatinn.

But it provea thnt. we were not unwilling to afford

Great uiiiain any facility aho required for consoli-

dating her North American, possessions—acting in

peace aa though war wua not to be expect<'d be-

tween the two coontriea. If we had cherished any
ambilioua designa in respect to them—if we had had
any other wish than th'u' of continuing on terma nf

amity with her and them—this great military ad-

vantdge would never have boon conceded to her.

On the other hand, 1 regret to any that her

courae towards ua haa been a cours<? of perpe-

tual encroachment. But, sir, I will not look

back upon what ia past for the purpose of re-

viving disturbing recollections. Yet 1 am con-

Btrained to any, thnt in respect to Oregon, I con-

aider lier IcgialiUion us a virtual infrficlion of the

conventions (if 181fi and If27. B;* on act of PBr'.ia-

ment passed in 1B21, she iia!i extended the juris

diction, power, and authority wf her courts of judi-

cature in Upper Canada over the whole Indian ter-

ritory in North America, "not within her own prov-

incea, or within any civil government of the United
Statea,** and of courae embracing the Mrritory of
Oregon. She haa given them eogniianoe of every
frrong and injury to the peraon ard to proper
ly, real or peraonal, committed within the territory,

and haa oeclarcd that every peraon whataover
([ ji British subjects alone, but every person what-
aotiver) residing in it ahall be amenable to theae

couria. Nay, sir, she has authorized the crown to

eslnbliah couria within the territory iiaelf with pow-
er tu try criminal offences not punitliable with death,

and niao civil causes to a limited amount— I believe

•fSOO—about f 1,000. She has thus assumed to exer-
cise over this territory one of the highest atlribule*

of nationni sovrrcignty—that of deciding upon righia

of pronrrly and punishing violations of the criminal
laws ane has extended over them. She could hardly
have asserted a more absolute aovereigniy than ahe
haa done by thia extenaion of her lawa and the |u-'

risdiction of her courts over a territory in which
ahe admila that ahe haa no other right but that

of a joint occupancy. I am aware that she
haa diaarowed the intention of enforoinir he*
criminal lawa againat cilixena of tha United
Siatea, But if aenatora will turn to the doe-
umenta accompanying the Fresident'a maaiagc, they
will aee that the Hudaon's Bay Company has a
much more summary method of^diapoaing of Amer-
ican citizens, who establish iheinselvea on the
north aide of the Columbia, in the neighborhood of
its aettlements. ' Their condition ia not bettered, if

this exemption from the 0|>eration of the Briiiah

etatute ia to be exchanged for a forcible proceaa of
ejection without law.

Under these circumstances, what ia the duty of
the United States.' Aa I do not intend to intrude

myself on the attention of the Senate airain, without
abaolute necessity, on any quertinn relating to Ore-
gon, I deaire to say now that I shall vote for tha
notice to terminate the convention of 1818, coniiniieil

in force by that 1837—a convention which Great
Britain treats ns recognizing a right of joiiU

occupancy, but which has in reality been for

her an exclusive occupancy of the whole terri-

tory north of the Columbia. I am in favor

of extending the authority of our lawa and the
jurisdiction of our courts over the territory; and
in doing so, 1 would, while the convention con-
tinues, specially except Britiah aubjecta, and di-

rect them, when charged with intractiona of our
laws, to be delivered up to the nearest British

authorities. I would make this reservation for

the express purpose of preventing, aa far aa poa-
HJble, a conflict of jurisdiction, and to avoid all

nnuse for imputing to ua a disregard of treatiea, or a
deaire to produce collision or disagreement of any
sort. And in order to facilitate the extenaion of the

authority of the Union over our fellow-citizens in

that remote district of our country, and to remove.
Hs far as possible, the obstacles to a more frvC and
efficient intercourse between us and them, 1 would
esia'rilish at once a cliain of military poata, with .

competent garrisons and armamenta, from the re-

motest navigable waters which flow into the Mia*
sisnippi, to tHe. eaatrrn face of the Rocky moun-
tains, stopping thcrft so long as the conveniiiin con-
tinues in force. Duly, honor, policy—all demand
the.ie measures nt our hands; and I truat tliey will

be executed with promptiludo and docisron.

Will these measures produce uar.= I cannot lie-

lievc that they will. I cannot believe it, because
tlicy furnish no just ground of provoostion. The
right to give the notice ia rcaervcd by treat}'. The
right of extending our laws over Oregon ia a right
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