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'they were overwhelmed with mortification when they
discovered that you did not deem them worthy of a hear-
ing; as Men, as British Subjects they hoped for better

treatment.

in no part of his Majesty^s dominions does so small a
population carry on so extensive a commerce. Five
hundred and forty-eight «all of Merchant vessels from
Ae 10th October 1810, to the 10th October 1811 enter-

ed the Harbour of Satnt Johns, exclusive of a great many
coasters and small craft. Such unequalled industry crown-

ed with such success, which gives sinews to the British

Navy, affords a good mart for British Produce and Manu-
facture; and which fills the coffers of the British Mer-
chant, and pf the British Government, shouM have ob-

tained from a wise and just Parent, atreatrntntmore af-

fectionate and just, than that of depriving thvm of an in-

heritance aione rendered valuable by their Industry.

While they are strongly impressed with these things^ they

have a full conviction that you wish them well, that you

legislated with a view to their happiness and prosperity;

they know t|fat you do not know them, that they have

hithertQ lieen rfspresented to you through a medium by
which they have t)een distorted and obscured. It is the

object of this letter to remove the veil that has concealed

them, £^nd to expose the evil genius that has hitherto

blasted the fortunes of this Country,

In the year 1633, the star chamber issued an order

for regulating the trade of Newfoundland, which forms

the basis of those peculiar l^ws and eustqms that govern

this Country.

In thje year 1650, the counpil of State gave a commis-
sion to John Treworg^y, merchant, with powers to order

affairs there, for the best advantage of the state; A civif
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