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came ilie Cacifjue of Guachoya, and brought with him many
Indians, with jjruat store of tish, clogs, deers' skins, and mantles;

and as soon as they landed, they went to the lodging of the

Governor, and presented him their gifts, and the cacique

uttered these words;—
" Mighty and excellent lord, I beseech your lordsliip to

pardon me the error which I committed in absenting myself,

and not tarrying in this town to have received and served your
hjrdship ; since, to obtain this opportunity of time was, and is

as much as a great victory to me. lUit I feared that which I

needed not to have feared, and so did that which was not rea-

son to do. But as haste maketh waste, and I removed without

deliberation; so, as soon as I thought on it, I determined not

to follow tlie opinion of the foolish, which is to continue in

their error; but to imitate the wise and discreet, in changing
my counsel, and so I came to see what your lordship will com-
mand me to do, that I may serve you in all things that are in

my power."
The (jovernor received him with much joy, and gave him

thanks for his present and offer. He asked him, whether
he had any notice of the sea. He answered no, nor of any
towns down the river on that side ; save that two leagues from
thence was one town of a principal Indian, a subject of his;

and on the other side of the river, three days' journey from
thence down the river, was the j^rovince of Qnignifa, which was
the greatest lord tliat was in that country ! The Governor
thought that the cacique lied unto him, to rid him out of his

own towns, and seni John Danusco with eight horsemen down
the river, to see what habitation there was, and to inform him-

self, if there were any notice of the sea. He travelled eif^ht

days, and at his return he said, that in all that time he was not

able to go above fourteen or fifteen leagues, because of the

great creeks that came out of the river, and groves of canes,

and thick woods that were along the banks of the river, and
that he had found no habitation. The Governor fell into

great dumps to see how hard it was to get to the sea ; and
worse, because his men and horses every day diminished, being

without succor to sustain themselves in the country: and with

that thought he fell sick. But before he took his bed he sent

an Indian to the Cacique of Quigalta to tell him that he was
the child of the sun, and that all the way that he came all men
obeyed and served him, that he requested him to accept of his

friendship and come unto him, for he would be very glad to

see him ; and in sign of love and obedience to bring something


