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This mav or

my not be the oane. But the converse proposition, that they would
not have been the better for the continued and hearty support of

those whom it takes away, will hardly be seriously maintained. In
fact, it is impossible but that the duties and responsibilities of the

('hurch Wardens and Vestrymen should be increased if an extra-

parochial or congregational system finds its way into the Church.
The j)eople who see their Rector interfered with and hampered iu

his work, will become disheartened. They will give reluctantly, or

not at all. And Mission Cha[)els must necessarily be aggressive.

It is their very nature. Comparis()n>i will be drawn between their

services and those of the parish Church, which has been left. News-
paper rej)orters will be politely invited to attend, and warndy wel-

comed. Interesting paragraphs, describing the services or procei'd-

ings, will appear ; not perhaps always couched in the exact language,

or written with the care to avoid offence, which those who may have
suggested, but not actually indited them, might desire. iVnd all

this has a tendenc > interfere with the parish Church. It is im-

possible indeed bui nat the pecuniary position of the parish should,

in one way or other, be affected, if such a system prevails ; and the

parish congregation be rendered less able to bear their })ortion of

the Church's burthen and the Church's work.

(5.) Nor will the difficulty be confined to the limits of the parish

interfered with, or its immediate vicinity. C'ontributions withdrawn,

locally, must be replaced. This can be done only by those who
remain giving yet more largely. But with very many there is a
limit, not so much to the willingness to give, as to the power. They
can increase their local payments only by giving less, or ceasing

altogether to contribute, to something else. The Diocesan Church
Society's funds will thus be inevitably weakened ; and the pressure

of the burthen, already almost too severe upon the struggling coun-

try Missions, become greater than they can bear. The parishes of

the Diocese are indeed too intimately linked together for any one

to suffer without its affecting all. And be it only one parish in which

an extra-parochial Cluij)el is attenn)ted, or be it in nior<> ; be it in

one of the poorest parishes of the Diocese, or be it in one which has

learnt to sustain itself, the principle involved is the same. The
Church of England cannot abandon her old form of Episcopalian

polity and parochial order, for a " congregational presbyterianism

without any of its constitutional safeguards,"* in any, the smallest

of her parishes, without endangt'iing the peace and liarmony, the

growth and progress of the whole.

Let it not be thought then that the questions which arise in con-

nection with the extra-i)arochial or Mission Chapel are other than

important or momentous. In the beginning of our Prayer Book it

is declared that " although the keejnng or omitting of a ceremony,

in itself considered, is but a small thing
;
yet the wilful and con-

See Hishop of Manclu'ster's Charge, November, 1881.
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