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of thrift as iiiuliT a caiiipai-ii df i.\tra\af:aiu-c. 'I'lic nnly (lilYur-

ciU'c will he in tliu i.'hanin.'U ihrniiL;h wliuh it uill circulate. In

a cani|)aii;ii i>i thrift it will circulate in --uch \\a\^ as tn stimulate

tile essential iiuhistries. In a caiii|>aii;ii i.f extrava^'ance it will

circulate in such ways as to stniuilale the non-essential indus-

tries. In ilie cainiiaiL.;n of tlinit it will eniiilo\ just as much
lahor anil liusiness talent as in the canipaij^n of e.\tra\a^'ance.

1 he (liltereiice will he that under the thrift cainpai^^Mi it will

employ iahor and luisiniss talent in the industries which lul]) to

win the war: whereas in the cunpaitjn of e.\tra\ aj;ance, it will

employ them in the iiulusfies which do not help in winning the

war.

.\j,':iii), it is ars^ued that if everyliody should instantly lie2;in

economi/iiii; to the hone, it would take husiness ;i Un]'^ time to

readjust iiseli. and in the meantime there wi'uld he j;reat eco-

nomic distuihanre. 'I'his argument is sound so f;ir as it k""-""'-

llowe\er, iliere is little danj^er of such uni\ersal and instantane-

ous ado]ition of the jxihcy of thrift. ( )ne mii^ht witlt equal wis-

dom warn a recruiting (jlVicer not to urge men too strongly to

vt)liinteer, lest every (tie should volunteer at once and over-

crowd the ol'tices ami overwcirk the clerks. Such warning would
be very llattcring to th*? eloquence of the recruiting otVicer, hut

not many recruiting ot'licers have ever heen thus overwhelmed
with volunteers. .Again, one might in the same spirit warn an
evangelist against preaching rei)entance too fervently, lest the

people should, under his persuasive eloquence, rush t(j the front

anil overcrow the sawdust trail. The danger is that peo[)le

will he too slow r.ither than too prompt in responding to anv
such appeal. I'niil peo])le show signs of economizing to much,
there is no need to warn the adv(-:ates of thrift against the fer-

vidness of their own preaching.

The dawn does not hreak suddenly : the light docs not strike

every mind at the same instant. If e\crv one to whom the light

of ;in economic truth comes would act iiistantlv, it would stili

take a long time to convert a whole nation, and there would still

be dullards enough to act as a drag on the process. In addition


